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                           Topic of the week: (Click for details) 

Who are we?  

Gilani’s Gallopedia is a weekly digest of opinions in a 
globalized world. It provides a one window access to 
Global Opinion Polls on a weekly basis. It is produced 
by a team of researchers led by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani, 
and is a not for profit public service. It is co-edited by 
Mohammad Zubair and Sara Salam. 
 

Our name reflects the rapid pace at which global polls 
are brought to the community of pollsters and other 
interested readers. Gilani’s Gallopedia is not related to 
any polling agency and makes its selection from any 
publically available poll based on its relevance to our 
reader’s interests. Over the years it has reported polls 
conducted by over 350 agencies and institutions.  
 

Contact Details: 
Sara Salam 
Assistant Manager 
Gilani Research Foundation 
Email: sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 
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Asia zone 
MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA; EAST ASIA 

 SOUTH EAST ASIA                    

(277-1 Hunger at 19.2% of families; Moderate Hunger 15.6%, Severe 

Hunger 3.6% (Click for Details) 

(Philippines) First Quarter 2013 Social Weather Survey, fielded over March 

19-22, 2013, found 19.2% or an estimated 3.9 million families experiencing 

involuntary hunger at least once in the past three months. This is almost 3 

points above the 16.3% (est. 3.3 million families) in December 2012, but 

below the near-record high 23.8% in March 2012. (SWS) 

May 24, 2013 
3.5 Economy » Poverty 
4.13 Society » Social Problems  

 

 NORTHEAST ASIA  

277-2 Mobile presents a massive untapped opportunity for marketers (Click for Details) 

(China) Latest findings from TNS‟s Mobile Life study show the increasing significance of mobile in the lives 

of Chinese consumers. Smartphone penetration has grown by 100 percent in the past year, with 60 percent of 

people in the T1-5 cities TNS surveyed now owning a smartphone. For many people, this is the first time that 

they have had daily access to the Internet, presenting significant implications for media and marketing. (TNS) 

May 24, 2013 
3.12 Economy » IT & Telecom 

 

 Africa zone 
 WEST AFRICA; EAST AFRICA; CENTRAL AFRICA;  

 SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

 WEST AFRICA  

277-3Almost 8 in 10 Nigerians have no access to Health Insurance (Click for 

Details) 
(Nigeria) Latest weekly poll results released by NOI Polls have revealed that 

almost 8 in 10 Nigerians (79%) do not have access to health insurance. The 

poll further revealed that almost 5 in 10 Nigerians (45%) rely on Private 

Hospitals/ healthcare facilities for their healthcare needs, with Federal 

Government Hospitals (25%) coming a distant second. (NOI) 

May 21, 2013  
4.11 Society » Health 
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Euro Americas zone 
 EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; 

LATIN AMERICA &  AUSTRALASIA 

 

 WEST EUROPE  

277-4 Voters back same-sex marriage (Click for Details) 

(UK) The passions of grass-roots Tories who are bitterly opposed to same-sex 

marriage are not shared by the wider electorate. Most voters back a change in the 

law – and very few opponents are willing to switch their votes because of this 

issue. (YouGov) 

May 20, 2013 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

277-5 Airports – Retail Opportunities (Click for Details)  

(UK) A new report from YouGov SixthSense, „Airports: Retail Opportunities‟, shines a light on the consumer 

behaviour of UK air travellers, and the opportunities for catering and retail businesses in UK airports. 

(YouGov)  

May 23, 2013 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

277-6 European Youth: Participation in Democratic Life (Multi-country survey) (Click for Details)   

Over half of those surveyed have voted in a political election at the local, regional or national level in the past 

three years (56%). Of the 44% of respondents who did not vote, only a fifth (21%) did so out of choice and a 

further 23% were not eligible to vote because of their age. These findings represent a decrease in participation 

since 2011, when 62% of respondents said that they had voted and 37% had not. (TNS Political & Social) 

May 2013 
4.4 Society » Civil Society 

 

 NORTH AMERICA 

277-7 Americans Sour on IRS, Rate CDC and FBI Most Positively (Click for 

Details)  
(USA) A new Gallup poll finds Americans' views of the job the Internal 

Revenue Service is doing skewing much more negative than in the past, with 

42% saying the IRS is doing a poor job, up from 20% in 2009 and 15% in 

2003. Meanwhile, positive ratings of the IRS have declined 14 points since 

2009, from 40% to 27%. (Gallup USA) 

May 23, 2013 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

277-8 Fewer Americans Identify as Economic Conservatives in 2013 (Click for Details)  

(USA) Forty-one percent of Americans now characterize their economic views as "conservative," or "very 

conservative," the lowest since President Barack Obama took office in 2009 and on par with where views 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/277.htm#277-43-4
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were in May 2008. This year's downtick in the percentage of Americans identifying as economically 

conservative has been accompanied by an uptick in the percentage identifying as economically moderate -- 

now 37% of Americans, up from 32% last year. (Gallup USA) 

May 24, 2013 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

277-9 Three in four U.S. Workers Plan to Work past Retirement Age (Click 

for Details)  
(USA) Three-quarters of U.S. adult workers believe they will continue 

working past retirement age, with 40% saying they will do so because they 

want to, and 35% because they will have to. A much smaller percentage -- 

19% -- fit the prototypical retirement scenario of someone who plans to stop 

working at retirement age by choice. (Gallup USA) 

May 23, 2013 
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

277-10 Americans' Outlook for U.S. Moral Values Still Pessimistic (Click for Details) 

Most Americans are still highly pessimistic about the direction in which moral values in the United States are 

headed. Seventy-two percent say moral values in the country as a whole are getting worse, essentially 

unchanged from 73% last year, but improved from more than 80% in 2006 through 2008. Twenty percent now 

say values are getting better, and 6% say they are staying the same. (Gallup USA) 

May 22, 2013 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

277-11 Pensions Are Top Income Source for Wealthier U.S. Retirees (Click for 

Details)   
U.S. retirees with $50,000 or more in annual income are twice as likely as 

retirees below that threshold to say a work-sponsored pension plan is a major 

source of retirement funds. Instead, these lower-income retirees 

overwhelmingly cite Social Security as a major source of their retirement 

income. (Gallup USA) 

May 21, 2013 
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  

 

277-12 U.S. Economic Confidence Reaches Five-Year Weekly High (Click for Details) 

Americans were more confident in the economy last week than in any week since Gallup began tracking 

economic confidence daily in 2008. The Gallup Economic Confidence Index rose to -5 last week from -11 the 

prior week. The current score exceeds the previous weekly high of -8 reached two weeks ago and in early 

February. (Gallup USA) 

May 21, 2013 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

277-13 In U.S., Record-High Say Gay, Lesbian Relations Morally OK (Click for Details) 
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(USA) Americans' views toward a number of moral issues have shifted significantly since 2001. Their 

acceptance of gay and lesbian relations has increased the most, up 19 percentage points in the past 12 years -- 

to a record high of 59% today. Americans' tolerance toward having a baby outside of marriage is also now 

much greater, up 15 points since 2001, to the current 60%. (Gallup USA) 

May 20, 2013 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

277-14 "We Believe We Can Make a Difference in the World" say Canadian Youth in Unique Survey (Click 

for Details) 
(Canada) Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada releases new survey that shows 83% of Canadian youth feel they 

can make a difference in the world when loved and supported by family and friends. (Globescan) 

May 23, 2013 
4.4 Society » Civil Society 

 

 MULTI-COUNTRY SURVEYS 

277-15 Economies of Emerging Markets better rated during difficult times (Click for Details) 

In 2013, a median of 53% in emerging markets say their national economy is doing well, compared with 33% 

in developing countries and 24% in advanced economies. Attitudes are particularly grim in European 

countries, such as France (9% good), Spain (4%), Italy (3%) and Greece (1%). Publics in emerging markets 

such as China (88%) and Malaysia (85%) say their economy is doing especially well. (Pew Research Center) 

May 23, 2013 
3.7 Economy » Infrastructure 

 

277-16 Views of China and India slide while UK's ratings climb: Global Poll (Click for Details) 

Positive views of China and India have fallen sharply around the world over the last year, a new 25-country 

poll for BBC World Service indicates. The poll also finds that views of the UK have improved in the wake of 

its hosting of the 2012 Olympics, making the UK the third most positively rated country. Of the other fifteen 

countries rated, nine saw their ratings positive worsen this year while the UK was the most improved. 

(PIPA/Globescan) 

May 22, 2013 
1.5 Domestic Politics » National Image/ Trust 

 

277-17 New 'atheist map' of the world dominated by China where half the country's population describes 

themselves as non-believers (Click for Details)   

A Gallup International survey conducted across 40 countries finds around 47 per cent of people in China 

describe themselves as atheists compared to an average of just 13 per cent worldwide. (Gallup International) 

May 24, 2013  
4.1 Society » Religion 

 

277-18 European Countries lead world in distrust of Banks (Click for Details) 

Thirteen percent of Greeks said they had confidence in their country's banks or financial institutions in 2012, 

leading the nearly all-European list of countries where trust in financial institutions was among the worst in 

the world last year. Seven European Union countries had trust levels lower than 30%, far below the median 

55% across 135 countries. Even in the EU's largest funder of the eurozone bailouts, Germany, fewer than four 

in 10 (38%) expressed confidence in their country's financial institutions. (Gallup USA) 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/277.htm#277-43-14
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http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/277.htm#277-43-16
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/277.htm#277-43-17
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/277.htm#277-43-18


Gilani’s Gallopedia© 

Weekly digest of opinions in a globalized world (compiled since January 2007)  

May 2013 - Issue 277 

Page 6 of 9 

Disclaimer: Gilani’s Gallopedia is a not for profit activity and every effort has been made to give attribution to respective polling organizations. All material presented here is available 
elsewhere as public information. Readers may please visit the original source for further details. Gilani Research foundation does not bear any responsibility for accuracy of data or the 

methods and does not claim any proprietary rights benefits or responsibilities thereof. 

*Archives: Gilani’s Gallopedia has been compiled on a weekly basis since January 2007. Previous material is available upon request. Please contact 

sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 

 

May 20, 2013 
3.9 Economy » Financial systems & Institutions 

 

 CYBER WORLD 

277-19 Facebook use down 9 percentage points believers (Click for Details)   

(UK) Facebook usage is down by nine percentage points from this time last year amongst internet-connected 

UK consumers, according to a new YouGov SixthSense report that examines how people interact with brands 

and companies through social media. (YouGov) 

May 23, 2013 
4.6 Society » Media/ New Media 

 

277-20 Teens, Social Media, and Privacy believers (Click for Details)   

(USA) Teens are sharing more information about themselves on social media sites 

than they have in the past, but they are also taking a variety of technical and non-

technical steps to manage the privacy of that information. Despite taking these 

privacy-protective actions, teen social media users do not express a high level of 

concern about third-parties (such as businesses or advertisers) accessing their data; 

just 9% say they are “very” concerned. (Pew Research Center) 

May 21, 2013  
4.6 Society » Media/ New Media 
 
 

Topic of the week: 
New 'atheist map' of the world dominated by China  

This page is devoted to opinions of countries whose polling activity is generally not known very widely or where a recent 
topical issue requires special attention. 

May 24, 2013  

WIN/Gallup International surveyed more than 50,000 people across 40 

countries. Around 47 per cent of people in China describe themselves 

as atheists compared to an average of just 13 per cent worldwide. 

A 2012 poll by WIN/Gallup International Association surveyed more 

than 50,000 people across 40 countries whether they considered 

themselves 'religious', 'n   ot religious' or 'convinced atheist'. China has 

the highest amount of atheists living in a single country with nearly 50 

per cent of its population describing themselves as non-believers, a 

new survey has revealed. Around 47 per cent of people living in China 

describe themselves as atheists compared to an average of 13 per cent 

across the world.  

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/277.htm#277-43-19
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It is perhaps not surprising that China has the highest amount of atheists as its republic government was 

officially atheist when it formed in 1949. All temples and religious relics were destroyed during the Cultural 

Revolution of 1967 to 1977. But the country did relax its religious policy with the 1978 Constitution of the 

People's Republic of China guaranteeing 'freedom of religion' in Article 36.The policy regarding religious 

practice in China states that 'no state organ, public organization or individual may compel citizens to believe 

in, or not to believe in, any religion; nor may they discriminate against citizens because they do, or do not 

believe in religion.' 

Since the mid-1980s there has been a massive program to rebuild Buddhist and Taoist temples. In recent 

times, the government has expressed support for Buddhism and Taoism, organizing the World Buddhist 

Forum in 2006 and the International Forum on the Daodejing in 2007. The government sees these religions as 

an integral part of Chinese culture. 

There are five religions recognized by the state, namely Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, Catholicism, and 

Protestantism. 

But these figures appear to suggest that much of the skepticism surrounding 

organized religion in the country has survived. Whereas in Japan, where a post-

WWII taboo still remains, with 31 per cent still atheists. 

One of the most surprising figures in the Islamic country of Saudi Arabia where 

five per cent of the population described themselves as atheists, despite this 

being considered a crime. This compares to just one per cent in both Iraq and 

Afghanistan who describe themselves as atheists. 

In Italy, the home of the Catholic Church, support is still strong with nearly 

three-fourths of Italians consider themselves religious, which is actually up on 
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2005's figures. Earlier this week Pope Francis has said atheists who are good are redeemed by Jesus in a 

homily urging that people of differing beliefs work together. 

WIN/Gallup International Association notes that religion is strongest among the poor and the less educated, 

which correlates among the most religious countries. In Ghana, Nigeria, Armenia and Fiji, more than nine in 

10 people say they‟re religious. 

Source: http://www.wingia.com/web/files/news/58/file/58.pdf 
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Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2013) 

A Quantitative Analysis 

A quantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 4 year period January 2007 – January 2013 

 

 
KEY STATISTICS 
 

1- Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues):  ~ 6,805 polls 

 during the period 2007-2013 

 

2- Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: 

Governance, Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global 

leaders (USA and Emerging powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous 

 

3- Number of countries covered by one or more surveys:  ~ 178 

 during the period 2007-2013 

 

4- Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied:  ~ 358 

 during the period 2007-2013 

 

 


