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                       Topic of the week: (Click for details) 

Who are we?  
Gilani’s Gallopedia is a weekly digest of opinions in a 
globalized world. It provides a one window access to 
Global Opinion Polls on a weekly basis. It is produced by 
a team of researchers led by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani, and is 
a not for profit public service. It is co-edited by 
Mohammad Zubair and Sara Salam. 
 
Our name reflects the rapid pace at which global polls are 
brought to the community of pollsters and other 
interested readers. Gilani’s Gallopedia is not related to 
any polling agency and makes its selection from any 
publically available poll based on its relevance to our 
reader’s interests. Over the years it has reported polls 
conducted by over 350 agencies and institutions.  
 

Contact Details: 
Sara Salam 
Assistant Manager 
Gilani Research Foundation 
Email: sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 
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Most Positive in Three Decades 
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       Asia Zone 
MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA;  

    EAST ASIA 

 SOUTHEAST ASIA 

473-1 Malaysians concern about climate change, dissatisfied with government efforts 
(Click for details) 
(Malaysia)Malaysians concern about climate change, dissatisfied with government efforts 

KUALA LUMPUR – A survey conducted by Merdeka Center in December 2016 showed 

that an overwhelming majority (81%) of Malaysians expressed concern about climate 

change. From this number, 32.5% of respondents said they have “great care” about climate 

change while 48.8% reported “somewhat care about climate change”. (Merdeka) 

February 24, 2017 
4.14 Society » Environment/ Disasters  

 

473-2 Adult joblessness rises to 25.1%; 8.7% lost their jobs involuntarily, 12.2% resigned; Net optimism 

with job availability at record-high +37 (Click for details) 

(Philippines)The Fourth Quarter 2016 Social Weather Survey, done on December 3-6, 2016, found adult 

joblessness at 25.1% (est. 11.2 million adults). (SWS)  

February 24, 2017 
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  

Euro Americas Zone 
   EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; LATIN AMERICA  

& AUSTRALASIA 

 EAST EUROPE 

473-3 Russian Army: Efficiency and Impact On Society And The Economy (Click for details) 

(Russia)In December 2016, President Putin declared that the Russian army was capable of repelling any 

aggressor. A recent VCIOM‟s survey shows how Russians assess the Russian army strength and efficiency. 

(VCIOM) 

January 17, 2017 
2.10 Foreign Affairs & Security » Military Issues/ Defence 

 

473-4 Media Consumption Today: Five Basic Facts (Click for details) 

(Russia)Television is still the main and the most well-established source of information but 

new media (particularly Internet) are rather perspective. (VCIOM)  

January 13, 2017 
4.6 Society » Media/ New Media 
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 WEST EUROPE 

473-5 The British Business Bank 2016 Business Finance Survey (Click for details) 

(UK)A recent survey in UK shows that awareness of different finance products continues to improve, albeit at 

a slowing pace, but awareness of specific providers is lacking behind.  The survey also revealed that 

awareness of equity finance remains greater for small businesses in London compared to other English 

regions. (Ipsos Mori) 

February 21, 2017 
3.8 Economy » Enterprise/ Investments 
3.9 Economy » Financial systems & Institutions 

 

473-6 UK: A fifth of Brits admit cheating in school (Click for details)  

(UK)One in five (20%) Britons have cheated in some way for an exam or coursework 

whilst at school, college or university. Almost three quarters (73%) said they have 

never cheated, new YouGov Omnibus research reveals. (YouGov) 

February 23, 2017 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

473-7 German consumer optimism declines slightly (Click for details) 

(Germany)After a splendid start into 2017, consumer confidence in Germany suffers a minor setback in 

February. Both economic and income expectations, as well as propensity to buy are expected to decline. The 

consumer climate forecast for March is at 10.0 points following a level of 10.2 in February. (GFK) 

February 23, 2017 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

 NORTH AMERICA 

473-8 Latinos and the New Trump Administration (Click for details) 

(USA)Hispanics are divided about what a Donald Trump presidency means for their place in America, 

according to a Pew Research Center survey of Hispanic adults taken before his inauguration. The survey also 

finds that a rising share believes the situation of U.S. Hispanics is worsening and that about half of Hispanics 

are worried about the deportation of someone they know. (Pew Research Center) 

February 23, 2017 
4.3 Society » Ethnicity 
 

473-9 In Trump Era, What Partisans Want From Their Congressional Leaders (Click for details) 

(USA)As President Trump prepares for his address next week to a joint session of Congress, Republicans say 

they are more inclined to trust the president, rather than GOP congressional leaders, if the two sides disagree. 

(Pew Research Center) 

February 22, 2017 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 
1.5 Domestic Politics » National Image/ Trust 
 

473-10 In US, 37% Say UN Doing 'Good Job' Solving Problems (Click for details) 

(USA)Thirty-seven percent of Americans say the United Nations is doing a "good job" of 

solving the problems it faces, similar to what Gallup has measured since 2013 but above 

the 2009 low of 26%. The latest figure comes as President Donald Trump considers a 
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directive to significantly reduce U.S. contributions to international organizations, including the U.N. (Gallup 

USA)  

FEBRUARY 24, 2017 
2.8 Foreign Affairs & Security » International / Regional Organizations 
 
 

473-11 Americans Split on Whether NAFTA Is Good or Bad for US (Click for details) 

(USA)While President Donald Trump has called the North American Free Trade Agreement 

(NAFTA) the "worst trade deal in history," Americans are split on whether the deal has been 

good or bad for the U.S. Forty-eight percent say it has been good for the country, while 46% 

say it is has been bad. (Gallup USA)  

FEBRUARY 24, 2017 
2.8 Foreign Affairs & Security » International / Regional Organizations 

 

473-12 British Prime Minister Theresa May Popular With Americans (Click for details) 

(USA)Two-thirds of Americans have a favorable view of British Prime Minister Theresa May. The leader of 

the British Conservative Party is more popular among Republicans (74%) than among Democrats (65%). 

(Gallup USA) 

FEBRUARY 23, 2017 
2.12 Foreign Affairs and Security >> Bi/Tri-lateral Relations 

 

473-13 China's US Image the Most Positive in Three Decades (Click for details) 

(USA)Americans have been feeling more positively toward China in recent years, and now 50% say they have 

a favorable opinion of that country -- up from 44% in 2016 and 41% in 2012. This is the highest for this 

measure in Gallup trends since a 72% reading in February 1989, months before the Chinese government's 

violent crackdown on pro-democracy protesters at Tiananmen Square sent its U.S. favorable rating tumbling 

to 34%. (Gallup USA) 

FEBRUARY 23, 2017 
2.12 Foreign Affairs and Security >> Bi/Tri-lateral Relations 

 

473-14 Putin's Image Rises in US, Mostly Among Republicans (Click for details)  

(USA)Americans see Russian President Vladimir Putin in a better light than two years ago. 

Twenty-two percent now say they have a favorable opinion of Putin, up from 13% in 2015 

and the highest percentage with a favorable view of the Russian leader since 2003. His 

unfavorable rating is unchanged at 72%, while fewer Americans say they have no opinion of 

him. (Gallup USA) 

FEBRUARY 21, 2017 
2.12 Foreign Affairs and Security >> Bi/Tri-lateral Relations 

 

473-15 North Korea Remains Least-Popular Country Among Americans (Click for details) 

(USA)Americans give North Korea the lowest favorable rating of 21 countries Gallup measured in its annual 

update of the public's views of foreign nations. Canada and Great Britain are at the top of the list. (Gallup 

USA) 

FEBRUARY 20, 2017 
2.12 Foreign Affairs and Security >> Bi/Tri-lateral Relations 
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473-16 Americans' Favorable Views of Mexico Highest Since 2006 (Click for details)  

(USA)As President Donald Trump sets his sights on building a wall along the U.S.-

Mexico border, Americans have a more favorable view of Mexico than they have in over a 

decade. Sixty-four percent of Americans say they have "very" or "mostly" favorable views 

of the country, up from 59% in 2016 and the highest since 2006. (Gallup USA) 

FEBRUARY 22, 2017 
2.12 Foreign Affairs and Security >> Bi/Tri-lateral Relations 
 

473-17 More Americans Say US Has Top Military Than Top Economy (Click for details) 

(USA)Americans continue to be much more likely to believe the U.S. has the best military in the world than to 

think it has the best economy. Currently, 57% say the U.S. is No. 1 in the world militarily, while 20% say it 

ranks first economically. (Gallup USA) 

FEBRUARY 22, 2017 
2.10 Foreign Affairs & Security » Military Issues/ Defence 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

473-18 U.S. Economic Confidence Holds Steady in Positive Territory (Click for details) 

(USA)Americans remain slightly more optimistic than pessimistic about the state of the economy. Gallup's 

U.S. Economic Confidence Index averaged +7 for the week ending Feb. 19, unchanged from the prior week. 

This is the 14th week in a row that the index has been positive. (Gallup USA) 

FEBRUARY 21, 2017 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

473-19 Canada: Open-door policy? Majority support government decision not to increase 2017 refugee 

targets (Click for details) 

(Canada)One-quarter say they would support a Trump-style ban on Syrian refugees coming to Canada. 

(Angus Reid) 

February 20, 2017 
4.8 Society » Immigration/Refugees 

 

 AUSTRALASIA 

473-20 Australians divided on whether asylum seekers on Manus Island and Nauru 

should be brought here to Australia (Click for details) 

(Australia)A special snap SMS Morgan Poll last weekend shows Australians are evenly 

divided as to whether asylum seekers on Manus Island and Nauru should be brought to 

Australia (50%) or not (50%). This special SMS Morgan Poll was conducted last weekend 

(February 17-19, 2017) with a cross-section of 1,266 Australians aged 18+. (Roy Morgan)  

February 2017 
4.8 Society » Immigration/Refugees 
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 MULTI-COUNTRY STUDY 

473-21 Vehicle features: Latest driver tech ‘very important’ to 1 in 3 people across 17 countries (Click for 

details) 
Independent global researcher, GfK, has released findings showing which vehicle features, from a given list, 

people see as being „very important‟ in a vehicle. Hygiene factors of safety in an accident, reliability, fuel 

economy and low running costs naturally top of the list. However, significant numbers state that the latest 

driver technology and passenger technology is „very important‟ to them – and the percentage of people 

claiming this increases notably with income.  (GFK) 

February 24, 2017 
3.11 Economy » Science & Technology 

 

Topic of the week: 
China's US Image the Most Positive in Three Decades  

This page is devoted to opinions of countries whose polling activity is generally not known very widely or where a recent 
topical issue requires special attention. 

China's US Image the Most Positive in Three Decades 

FEBRUARY 23, 2017 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans have been feeling more positively 

toward China in recent years, and now   50% say they have a favorable 

opinion of that country -- up from 44% in 2016 and 41% in 2012. This is 

the highest for this measure in Gallup trends since a 72% reading in 

February 1989, months before the Chinese government's violent 

crackdown on pro-democracy protesters at Tiananmen Square sent its 

U.S. favorable rating tumbling to 34%. 
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After remaining low for about a decade following the Tiananmen Square incident, Americans' favorable rating 

of China rose to the low 40s in 2001 -- the same year China joined the World Trade Organization -- and 

remained in the 40s until now. 

China's favorable rating was only 38% in 1985 but registered 72% in Gallup's next reading, in February 1989, 

taken days after President George H.W. Bush returned from a diplomatic visit to China. 

Democrats and Independents Explain China's Image Upgrade 

Since settling into favorable ratings near 40% in 2001, China's image has generally improved among 

Democrats and -- to a lesser extent -- political independents, while it has sagged among Republicans. Partisan 

divergence has been especially wide since 2011, when Democrats' favorability toward China first crossed the 

50% mark; during the same period, Republicans' has been no higher than 40%. 

Although President Donald Trump is known for his tough stance toward China on trade, Republican 

skepticism about China clearly predates Trump's rise in the Republican Party after he announced his 

candidacy for president in 2015. 

Today, 58% of Democrats and 53% of independents view China favorably, well exceeding the 38% of 

Republicans with this perspective. However, the six-percentage-point rise in China's overall favorability in the 

past year, from 44% to 50%, is explained by increases among both Democrats and Republicans. 

 

Bottom Line 

In the three decades that followed the Tiananmen Square massacre, more Americans viewed China 

unfavorably than favorably. But the balance has shifted, and now 50% view the world's most populous nation 

favorably and 48% unfavorably. Although Republicans still hold a more negative than positive view of China, 
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the 38% currently viewing that nation favorably is up from 28% in 2016; and now, a majority of independents 

-- along with a majority of Democrats -- share that view. 

U.S.-China relations have never been entirely smooth. Tensions over Taiwan, nuclear arms and human rights 

are always close to the surface, and various military as well as espionage incidents have complicated matters 

further over the years. Trump's election as U.S. president adds more complexity to these relations. Shortly 

after winning the 2016 election, he flouted convention by speaking directly to Taiwan's leader, but then 

recently affirmed the United States' commitment to a One-China policy that means not recognizing Taiwan. 

What all this, as well as Trump's intentions on trade, portends for the future of U.S.-China relations is unclear. 

However, it may be helpful for the new administration to know that Americans are feeling relatively 

positively toward China right now, and thus may be less receptive to a hard-nosed approach to U.S.-China 

relations. 

Historical data are available in Gallup Analytics. 

SURVEY METHODS  

Results for this Gallup poll are based on telephone interviews conducted Feb. 1-5, 2017, with a random 

sample of 1,035 adults, aged 18 and older, living in all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia. For results 

based on the total sample of national adults, the margin of sampling error is ±4 percentage points at the 95% 

confidence level. All reported margins of sampling error include computed design effects for weighting. 

Each sample of national adults includes a minimum quota of 70% cellphone respondents and 30% landline 

respondents, with additional minimum quotas by time zone within region. Landline and cellular telephone 

numbers are selected using random-digit-dial methods. 

Source: http://www.gallup.com/poll/204227/china-image-positive-three-

decades.aspx?g_source=Politics&g_medium=newsfeed&g_campaign=tiles 
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Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2017) 
A Quantitative Analysis 

A quantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 8 year period January 2007 – January 2014 

 

 
KEY STATISTICS 
 

1- Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues):  ~ 6,805 polls 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

2- Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: 

Governance, Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global 

leaders (USA and Emerging powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous 

 

3- Number of countries covered by one or more surveys:  ~ 178 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

4- Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied:  ~ 358 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

 


