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       Asia Zone 
          MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA;  

    EAST ASIA 

 
 

 SOUTHEAST ASIA 
 

482/3 – 1 Net trust in Rody Duterte stays Excellent at +70 (Click for details) 
(Phillipines)  The First Quarter 2017 Social Weather Survey, done on March 25-28, 2017, 
found 80% of adult Filipinos with much trust, 11% undecided, and 10% with little trust in 
President Rodrigo R. Duterte. This gives a net trust rating of +70 (% much trust minus % 
little trust), classified by SWS as excellent. (SWS) 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
 
 

  Africa Zone 
  WEST AFRICA; EAST AFRICA; CENTRAL AFRICA;  

 SOUTHERN AFRICA 
 

 SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
 

482/3 – 2  Zimbabweans pessimistic about country’s overall direction (Click for details) 
(Zimbabwe) A majority of Zimbabweans are pessimistic about the overall direction that the country is 
according to the most recent Afrobarometer survey. This data shows that perceptions of the country’s 
direction are determined by a number of demographic variables including gender, urban or rural location, 
education and province. (Afrobarometer) 
May 03, 2017 
 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 
 
482/3 – 3 Zimbabweans place most trust in religious leaders, NGOs and President Mugabe (Click for details)

  
(Zimbabwe) Almost three-fourths of adult Zimbabweans trust religious leaders and non-
governmental organisations the most in the country. The least trusted institutions are the 
Zimbabwe Revenue Authority and opposition political parties. This data is from the 
latest Afrobarometer survey and is being released at a time when there is a proliferation 
of church organisations and much intra-party fights among the opposition political 
parties in Zimbabwe ahead of the 2018 harmonised elections. (Afrobarometer) 
May 03, 2017 
1.5 Domestic Politics » National Image/ Trust 
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482/3 – 4 Zimbabwe: Government fares badly on job creation but gets thumbs up for promoting 
opportunities for women (Click for details)  
(Zimbabwe) A huge majority of adult Zimbabweans say the government is performing 
badly in terms of creating jobs, according to the most recent Afrobarometer survey. 
Asked to rate the performance of the government on 18 different performance 
majorities, citizens also negatively rate government performance in many other areas 
such as maintenance of roads and bridges, narrowing income gaps, fighting corruption 
and improving the living standards of the poor. (Afrobarometer) 
May 03, 2017 
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  
 

 

Euro Americas Zone 
    EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; LATIN AMERICA  

& AUSTRALASIA 
 

 EAST EUROPE 
 

482/3 – 5 Syrian Refugees Not Welcome in Eastern Europe (Click for details) 

 
Though the flow of Syrian refugees into Europe has slowed since 2015, hundreds of thousands of Syrians 
were still seeking asylum there last year. If many in Eastern Europe had their way, however, the number 
would be zero. In nine out of 15 Eastern European countries and areas surveyed in 2016, at least half the 
population believed their country should not accept any Syrian refugees. (Gallup USA) 
MAY 5, 2017  
4.8 Society » Immigration/Refugees 
 
482/3 – 6 Victory Plans (Click for details) 
(Russia) About two thirds of Russians are going to participate in May 9 Victory Day celebrations. More than a 
half of them have designs on visiting ceremonies after a must watch of the match-past on the TV. About a half 
of the respondents is going to watch the fireworks. 14% of Russians gave notice of participation in the 
Immortal Regiment march. Among the third of Russians who don’t want to celebrate Victory Day the 
majority prefer to stay at home, some of them will go to the country, others will go out on a visit. (Romir) 
May 04, 2017 
4.16 Society » Entertainment 
 
482/3 – 7 Chemical Attack In Syria: First Assessments (Click for details) 
(Syria) Only 4% of respondents think that the chemical attack in Syria was carried out by 
the Assad’s forces, according to the VCIOM-Sputnik daily omnibus surveys. (VCIOM) 
April 19, 2017  
2.4 Foreign Affairs & Security » Terrorism 
2.5 Foreign Affairs & Security » Regional Conflicts/ Issues 
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 WEST EUROPE 
  

482/3 –8 Brexit and NHS are the joint top issue for Britons (Click for details) 
(UK) The April 2017 Ipsos MORI/Economist Issues Index shows concern over Brexit 
remaining high with half (48%) mentioning it as one of the most important issues facing 
Britain. Concern around the NHS rose slightly by 3 points (also at 48%) making it the 
joint top concerning issue facing the country. Fieldwork was carried out before the 
announcement of the General Election after Easter.  (Ipsos Mori) 
May 04, 2017  
4.11 Society » Health 
 
482/3 – 9 Most think Theresa May will not achieve her target to cut net migration to the “tens of 
thousands” (Click for details)  
(UK) New polling by Ipsos MORI finds most Britons are pessimistic about Theresa May’s likelihood of 
success to hit her target to cut net migration to the “tens of thousands” in the next few years. Two in three 
(68%) say that it is either not at all likely or fairly unlikely that the Conservatives will be able to achieve this 
target while just 18% think that they will. Nevertheless, when it comes to deciding what a “sustainable” level 
of net migration should be only one in five (20%) think this is would be 100,000 or above (after being told 
that it currently stands at 273,000). Half (49%) think it should be 100,000 or less and 30% are unsure. (Ipsos 
Mori) 
May 02, 2017 
4.8 Society » Immigration/Refugees 
 

 NORTH AMERICA 
 

482/3 – 10 Majority Says Trump Not Making Progress in Changing D.C. (Click for details) 
(USA) By 54% to 40%, Americans are more inclined to disagree than agree that President Donald Trump has 
made progress on his goal of changing the way Washington works. Americans were more positive in 2009 
about Barack Obama's efforts to fulfill a similar promise that he made while campaigning for president. 
(Gallup USA) 
MAY 2, 2017  
1.4 Domestic Politics » Political Parties 
 
482/3 – 11 US Economic Confidence Falls in April, but Still Positive (Click for details) 
(USA) Americans' economic confidence weakened slightly in April, but they remain positive about the current 
state of the U.S. economy. Gallup's U.S. Economic Confidence Index averaged +5 in April, down four points 
from March's average. Despite the dip, confidence has been in positive territory for six consecutive months -- 
the longest such streak in the past nine years. (Gallup USA) 
MAY 2, 2017  
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 
 
482/3 – 12 Americans Still Say They Like Saving More Than Spending (Click for details) 
(USA) Continuing a trend that took hold during the recession, Americans remain much 
more likely to describe themselves as the type of person who enjoys saving money rather 
than spending it. In the years before the recession, Americans were close to evenly split 
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in how they described themselves. (Gallup USA) 
MAY 1, 2017  
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 
 
482/3 – 13 Healthy Eating Linked to Lower Likelihood of Depression  (Click for details) 
(USA)  U.S. adults who report eating healthy all day "yesterday" are 34.1% less likely to 
currently have depression than those who say they did not eat healthy. Healthy eating is also 
associated with a reduced likelihood of having other chronic diseases such as obesity, high 
blood pressure, high cholesterol, heart attack and diabetes. (Gallup USA) 
MAY 3, 2017 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 
 
482/3 – 14 401(k) Regaining Importance as Future Income Source (Click for details)  
(USA)  With the stock market hovering near historical highs a full eight years into the bull market, 50% of 
nonretired Americans expect their 401(k) or other retirement savings account to be a major source of income 
in their golden years. This expectation is the highest (by one point) that Gallup has recorded since April 2008, 
just before the Wall Street financial crises sucked more than $2 trillion out of U.S. retirement accounts.  
(Gallup USA) 
MAY 3, 2017  
3.8 Economy » Enterprise/ Investments 
 
482/3 – 15 Public Trust in Government Remains Near Historic Lows as Partisan Attitudes Shift (Click for details)

  
(USA) The 2016 election ushered in a new era in Washington defined by unified Republican control of the 
White House and both chambers of Congress. The changes in the dynamics of power in Washington have 
registered with members of both political parties. Somewhat more Republicans express trust in government 
today than did so prior to the election, while views among Democrats have moved in the opposite 
direction.(Pew Research Center) 
MAY 3, 2017  
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
 
482/3 – 16  81% of Americans cannot identify Arab world on map (Click for details)  
(USA) Most Americans have scant knowledge of the Arab world, with eight in 10 unable to point out the 
region on a map, a wide-ranging Arab News/YouGov poll has found. (YouGov) 
May 04, 2017  
4.10 Society » Education  
 

 AUSTRALASIA 
  

482/3 – 17 Can Australia’s supermarkets stand up to AmazonFresh? (Click for details) 
(USA) After months of industry speculation, US e-commerce colossus Amazon has finally 
confirmed what we were all expecting: it’s expanding into Australia. Like many of the 
other internationals that have entered the local market over the last few years, Amazon’s 
presence has the potential to shake up the Australian retail landscape—with supermarkets 
being one of the sectors facing possible disruption.  (Roy Morgan) 
May 01, 2017  
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3.8 Economy » Enterprise/ Investments 
 

 MULTI-COUNTRY STUDIES  
 

482/3 – 18   Media Freedom Largely Stable Worldwide in 2016 (Click for details) 
  This World Press Freedom Day, media freedom may be more crucial to free societies than ever amid rising 
concern about how "fake news" and propaganda are hurting democratic processes. Overall, global perceptions 
of media freedom changed little in 2016 from one year earlier, though they remain less positive than they were 
in 2010. Across 131 countries surveyed for the Gallup World Poll, a median of 61% of residents said the 
media in their respective countries have a lot of freedom, while 28% disagreed.  (Gallup USA) 
MAY 3, 2017  
4.6 Society » Media/ New Media 
 
 
482/3 – 19 Bipolar world (Click for details)  
Where it is necessary to choose a military ally among six leading military countries, four out of ten (41%) 
respondents worldwide put above the USA. Instead, the small block of Russia’s supporter is formed by China, 
Mongolia, Turkey, India and several Balkan countries. Every tenth of respondents in the world (10%) would 
like to have China as an ally and 8% consider the UK as a priority ally. France and India polled 5% and 3% of 
votes respectively. Such are the results of the global survey conducted by Gallup International, the leading 
association in market research and polling, in 68 countries including Russia and Ukraine where Romir holding 
is the exclusive representative of the network. (WIN-GIA) 
May 02, 2017 
2.10 Foreign Affairs & Security » Military Issues/ Defence 

 
 
 

Topic of the week: 
Bipolar World 

This page is devoted to opinions of countries whose polling activity is generally not known very widely or where a recent 
topical issue requires special attention. 

Bipolar world 
 

May 02, 2017 
  
Eurasia against Euroamerica – new military alliancesWhere it is necessary to choose a military ally among 

six leading military countries, four out of ten (41%) respondents worldwide put above the USA. Instead, the small block of 
Russia’s supporter is formed by China, Mongolia, Turkey, India and several Balkan countries. Every tenth of respondents in 
the world (10%) would like to have China as an ally and 8% consider the UK as a priority ally. France and India polled 5% 

and 3% of votes respectively. Such are the results of the global survey conducted by Gallup International, the leading 
association in market research and polling, in 68 countries including Russia and Ukraine where Romir holding is the exclusive 

representative of the network.  
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Against the background of never-ending military conflicts in the world the leading association in market 
research and polling Gallup International conducted the global survey* on choosing a military ally among the 
leading military countries. 

The question was posed in a certain way: “There are 6 countries in the world with big military power - USA, 
China, Russia, France, UL and India. Suppose in the case of a military thread to your own country you had to 
choose ONE of them as a partner, which one would you choose?” Obtained results afford expansive 
opportunities for different options of calculation and analysis. 

Map 1. Selection of a military ally among leading military countries. 

 
Data source: Romir –Gallup International, December 2016 

Thus, at large the answers are the following: 41% of respondents prefer to have the USA as an ally. 15% 
would choose Russia as an ally. Every tenth of respondents (10%) mentioned China as a preferable ally and 
every twelfth mentioned the UK. France as a preferable ally was mentioned by 5% of respondents and India – 
by 3%. Almost tenth of respondents (9%) claimed that they don’t want to have any of these countries as allies. 

On a smaller scale by countries, the majority of countries prefer to have the USA as an ally. First of all, among 
them are Kosovo, South Korea, Papua New Guinea, Israel, Philippines, Albania, Vietnam, Japan, Canada, the 
UK. As Map 1 shows, European countries are unanimous in choosing the USA as an ally. However, Eastern 
Europeans lend variety to the issue of choosing an ally. 

Thus, for instance, Bulgaria (42%), Serbia (56%), Slovenia (30%) and Greece (48%) claimed Russia as a 
preferable military ally. However, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ukraine and Latvia almost the same number of 
respondents spoke out in favor of the USA and Russia. Russia was uniquely chosen by China (47%), Armenia 
(67%) and Mongolia (71%). 

The USA (43%) and North Europe neighbors – Sweden (29%), Iceland (28%), Ireland (25%), Norway (23%), 
Denmark (23%) – bank on the UK as a military ally. China is attractive as an ally for Pakistan (72%) and 
Russia (44%). Bangladesh (46%) would lean on India for support. France, albeit together with the USA, as an 
ally and defender, was chosen only by Cote d’Ivoire (31%) and Belgium (25%). 
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Some countries are notable for choosing the answer “none of them”. Such sentiments were observed in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina (43%), Iran (30%) and Turkey (31%), Iraq (27%) and Lebanon (23%) are also close to this 
viewpoint. 

Schedule 1. Selection of a military ally among leading military countries. 

 
Data source: Romir – Gallup International, December 2016 

Broadly speaking, the choosing of a military ally in every country, except for Kosovo, wasn’t unanimous. 
Somewhere respondents feel sympathetic to the USA, somewhere - to Russia. So it is more fascinating to see 
the map of preferences between the Western alliance including the USA, the UK and France and the Eastern 
alliance including Russia, China and India. 

Map 2. Selection of Western and the Eastern alliances as a military ally. 
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Data source: Romir – Gallup International, December 2016 

As Map 2 shows, the world is again divided into poles apart. Russia and China with mutual interests are 
accompanied with countries of central Asia, the Middle East and Balkan countries. The Western alliance 
consists of the Americas, West Europe, Australia and Japan. India has a unique position. On its face, it should 
lean toward the Eastern alliance, however, its residents uniquely choose USA as an ally, not Russia or China. 

Therefore, on the average 54% of respondents choose the Western alliance, whereas only 28% of respondents 
support the Eastern alliance. However, about two billions of people live in 11 countries preferring the Eastern 
alliance. On the contrary, 56 countries with the population of 3,5 billion people support the Western alliance. 
As we can see, the difference between these alliances with a glance to the population size is felt in a different 
way. 

Andrey Milekhin, the President of Romir research holding and the vice-president of Gallup International, see 
both fundamental differences between water and land civilizations and expectable consequences of the politics 
of the West over last two or three years. “All those sanctions and pressure on Russia, which the West has 
practiced lately, eventually resulted in the situation where even ordinary people in many countries began to 
perceive Russia at least as an unfriend, if not as an enemy. Both Europe and the Americas look out for the 
USA. On the contrary, it is revealing that close Slavic and Orthodox countries (even members of NATO) still 
support Russia. It is dictated by common history, faith and traditions. Moreover, countries with its own culture 
and history and the largest Asian countries lean toward Russia, including Turkey, Iran and China. It is fair to 
assume that the polarization of the world is a consequence of media influence on the population. In other 
words, these processes are coming from language traditions. The espousal of western values and projects is 
observed in countries with the domination of European colonies’ languages. And there is a natural abruption 
of external disturbance in countries with strong historical values and local languages”. 
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*The global survey of Gallup International was conducted within the 40th project “End of The Year” in 
November – December 2016. The research surveyed a representative sample of 66 thousand respondents in 
68 countries across the world. In Russia the research surveyed a national representative sample of 1000 
people and was conducted by Romir research holding 

Gallup International is the largest and the most famous association of independent researchers and opinion 
pollsters, comprising 80 companies and conducting independent surveys in nearly 100 countries. At various 
times Gallup International\WIN held opinion and exit polls in presidential and parliamentary elections in 
different countries. Gallup International has conducted surveys within international projects “Voice of the 
People”, “Barometer on Hope and Despair”, “End of The Year”, etc. 
Source: http://romir.ru/studies/906_1493672400/ 
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 Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2017) 
A Quantitative Analysis 

A quantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 10 year period January 2007 – May 2017 

 

 
KEY STATISTICS 
 
1- Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues):  ~ 6,805 polls 
 during the period 2007-2017 

 
2- Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: 

Governance, Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global 
leaders (USA and Emerging powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous 

 
3- Number of countries covered by one or more surveys:  ~ 178 
 during the period 2007-2014 
 
4- Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied:  ~ 358 
 during the period 2007-2016 

 
 Due to a number of holidays like Easter in the past few weeks, the number of polls represented may be lower than usual. We 

hope to be back to our usual representation from next week onwards. We also apologize for the delays in dissemination of the 
newsletter recently. 
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