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  Topic of the week: (Click for details) 

Who are we?  
Gilani’s Gallopedia is a weekly digest of opinions in a 
globalized world. It provides a one window access to 
Global Opinion Polls on a weekly basis. It is produced by 
a team of researchers led by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani, and is 
a not for profit public service. It is co-edited by 
Mohammad Zubair and Sara Salam. 
 
Our name reflects the rapid pace at which global polls are 
brought to the community of pollsters and other 
interested readers. Gilani’s Gallopedia is not related to 
any polling agency and makes its selection from any 
publically available poll based on its relevance to our 
reader’s interests. Over the years it has reported polls 
conducted by over 350 agencies and institutions.  
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Asia Zone 
MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA; 

EAST ASIA   
 

 SOUTHEAST ASIA 

510-1 Malaysians Expectations of Budget 2018 (Click for details) 

(Malaysia) Malaysians want the government to focus on three priorities: cost of living 

(55%), affordable housing (42%) and GST/ tax reduction (37%) (Ipsos) 

November 03, 2017 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 

 

Euro Americas Zone 
   EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; LATIN AMERICA 

& AUSTRALASIA 

 

 EAST EUROPE 

510-2 Better Relations With U.S. Not Top Priority for Russians (Click for details) 

(Russia) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Though U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir 

Putin will not meet formally this week on the sidelines of the APEC summit, when they do meet, Russians 

would prefer Putin act firmly rather than try to improve relations. The majority of Russians (52%) say it is 

important for Russia to act firmly with the U.S., while 29% say it is important for Russia and the U.S. to have 

good relations. At the same time, only 7% say Russia should terminate all relations with the U.S. (Gallup 

USA) 

November 10, 2017 
2.6 Foreign Affairs & Security » US image 

 

510-3 Russian Entrepreneurship: Public Trust, Obstacles And Success Factors (Click for details) 

(Russia) Russians treat entrepreneurs more favorably, though they trust them less than politicians. (VCIOM) 

October 9, 2017 
3.8 Economy » Enterprise/ Investments 

 

510-4 The State Of Ukrainian Science: Opinions Of Scientists Back To List (Click for details) 

(Ukraine) According to the research carried out by the Sociological Group "Rating" in 

September 2017 on request of the Public Association «Ukrainian Partnership Forum» 

among the employees of the scientific institutions in Dnipro, Kyiv, Lviv, Odesa, and 

Kharkiv, 64% of the respondents state that the situation in the Ukrainian science is 

deteriorating. 23% state the stability and only 8% mention the improvement. The 

worst rates for the matters were given by the Doctors of Sciences and those who have 

more than 20 years of scientific experience. (Rating) 
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November 06, 2017 
4.10 Society » Education  

 

510-5 Moldova Poll: Public Satisfaction Plummets as Concerns Over Economy and Corruption Persist 
(Click for details) 
(Moldova) Chisinau, Moldova—A new poll by the International Republican Institute‘s (IRI) Center for 

Insights in Survey Research reveals a sharp rise in pessimism over the country‘s trajectory and continued 

concerns over the state of the economy and corruption. (IRI) 

November 8, 2017 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

 WEST EUROPE 

510-6 Majority of Britons think Trump's election has worsened America's standing in the world (Click for 

details) 
(UK) Ipsos MORI's October 2017 Political Monitor shows that the majority of Britons think Trump's election 

has worsened America's standing in the world. (Ipsos Mori) 

November 06, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

510-7 Half of Leave voters say getting British citizenship doesn’t make you British 
(Click for details) 
(UK) New YouGov research asks Britons who they consider to be British (YouGov) 

November 10, 2017 
1.5 Domestic Politics » National Image/ Trust 

 

510-8 Just because you can switch banks, doesn’t mean you will (Click for details) 

(UK) While just 18% agree that banks in general treat consumers fairly, 68% are satisfied with their own 

bank. Unless current account providers can offer something different from the norm, switching is likely to 

remain a niche activity. (YouGov) 

November 09, 2017 
3.9 Economy » Financial systems & Institutions 

 

510-9 UK: Who are the leaders and who are the followers? (Click for details) 

 (UK) New research using YouGov Profiles shows the differences between people who consider themselves 

leaders and those who consider themselves followers (YouGov) 

November 06, 2017 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

 NORTH AMERICA 

510-10 A Year After Election, Fewer Satisfied With State of U.S. (Click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Since Donald Trump upset Hillary Clinton in the 

2016 presidential election a year ago, some key indicators are better while others are 

worse. Americans' confidence in the economy has improved, as has Trump's 

favorable rating. At the same time, Americans' satisfaction with the direction of the 

country has worsened -- and, with Trump still viewed more negatively than 
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positively, the percentage of U.S. adults identifying as Republican or "leaning" Republican has declined 

slightly. There has been no change in Democratic Party identification or leaning. (Gallup USA) 

November 6, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

510-11 Americans' Well-Being Declines in 2017 (Click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Overall well-being among U.S. adults has declined substantially this year. 

The Gallup-Sharecare Well-Being Index score so far in 2017 is 61.5, down 0.6 points from 62.1 in 2016 and 

on par with the lower level recorded in 2014. This decline is both statistically significant and meaningfully 

large. (Gallup USA) 

November 8, 2017  
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

510-12 U.S. Economic Confidence Unchanged in October, at +3 (Click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans' confidence in the U.S. economy tilted slightly positive in 

October, with Gallup's U.S. Economic Confidence Index at +3 for the month. Though the index's current 

reading is on the low end of what Gallup has measured for 2017 so far, it remains well above the mostly 

negative ratings recorded from 2008 to 2016. (Gallup USA) 

November 7, 2017  
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 
 

510-13 U.S. Small-Business Owners Still Upbeat, but Worried About Hiring (Click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- U.S. small-business owners continue to display 

optimism about business conditions in the fourth quarter of 2017, according to the 

latest Wells Fargo/Gallup Small Business Index survey. In the quarterly survey, 

which measures small-business owners' attitudes about a wide variety of factors 

affecting their businesses, the overall index score has declined slightly to +103, after 

hitting a 10-year high of +106 in July. (Gallup USA) 

November 8, 2017  
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  

 

510-14 More Now Favor New Gun Laws Over Stricter Enforcement (Click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- In the month between the Oct. 1 mass shooting in Las Vegas and the Nov. 5 

mass shooting in Sutherland Springs, Texas, Gallup found that 51% of Americans prefer the government pass 

new gun laws rather than focus only on enforcing the current laws more strictly. This compares with 47% 

support in Gallup's previous measure in 2012, and it is the first time that a majority of Americans have favored 

passing new gun laws since Gallup first asked this question in 2000. (Gallup USA) 

November 9, 2017 
1.7 Domestic Politics » Legislation 

 

510-15 Half of Americans Favor Mandatory National Service (Click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Almost half (49%) of Americans favor requiring young men and women to 

give a year of service to the nation. But a majority (57%) of the group most likely to be affected -- those under 

the age of 30 -- oppose the idea. (Gallup USA) 

November 10, 2017 
3.13 Economy » Services 
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510-16 Partisans Have Starkly Different Opinions About How the World Views the 

U.S. (Click for details) 

(USA) The public has long held the view that the United States is ―less respected‖ by 

other countries than in the past. Majorities said this when Barack Obama was 

president, as well as when George W. Bush was in office. And today, 68% say the 

U.S. is less respected by other countries than it was in the past. (Pew Research 

Center) 

November 9, 2017  
2.6 Foreign Affairs & Security » US image 

 

510-17 Views of Job Situation Improve Sharply, but Many Still Say They’re Falling Behind Financially 
(Click for details) 
(USA) The public‘s views of local job availability continue to improve. Currently, 50% of Americans say 

there are plenty of jobs available in their communities – the highest number saying that jobs are plentiful in 

Pew Research Center surveys dating to 2001. (Pew Research Center) 

November 7, 2017  
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  

 

510-18 2017 US Politics - Terrorism Tops the List of Most Important Problems Facing the US (Click for details) 
(USA) In the latest Reuters/Ipsos Core Political, President Trump‘s approval is 35%. Terrorism now tops the 

list of most important problems facing the US today (19%), narrowly passing healthcare (17%) and leaving 

the economy a distant third (10%). (Reuters/Ipsos) 

November 09, 201 
2.4 Foreign Affairs & Security » Terrorism 

 

 AUSTRALASIA 

 510-19 It's Official: Australians support assisted dying or euthanasia (Click for details) 

(Australia) It‘s Official: A large majority of Australians, 87% (up a significant 18% 

from May 1996) are in favour of ‗letting patients die when they are hopelessly ill and 

experiencing unrelievable suffering with no chance of recovery‘ compared to 10% 

(down 7%) who say doctors should ‗try to keep patients alive‘ and 3% (down 11%) 

who are undecided. (Roy Morgan) 

November 10 2017 
4.11 Society » Health 

 

510-20 It's Official: The ‘Energy Crisis’ is now a huge concern for Australians (Click for details) 

(Australia) New in-depth research exploring the concerns of Australians both in Australia and on the global 

front found Australians are now concerned about the environment and war & terrorism as major world 

problems, but at home it‘s all about the economy (especially unemployment) and the biggest increase in recent 

months has been issues related to the ‗Energy Crisis‘. (Roy Morgan) 

November 10, 2017 
4.14 Society » Environment/ Disasters 
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 MULTI-COUNTRY STUDIES 

510-21 Orthodox Christianity in the 21st Century (Click for details) 

Concentrated in Europe, Orthodox Christians have declined as a percentage of the global population, but 

Ethiopian community is highly observant and growing (Pew Research Center) 

November 8, 2017 
4.1 Society » Religion 

  

 CYBER WORLD 

510-22 Cybercrime Tops Americans' Crime Worries (Click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans worry far more about becoming the 

victims of cybercrime than the victims of conventional crimes, with two-thirds of 

U.S. adults worrying at least occasionally about computer hackers stealing their 

personal information (67%) and having their identity stolen (66%). (Gallup USA) 

November 6, 2017  
4.6 Society » Media/ New Media 

 

 

 

Topic of the week: 
Orthodox Christianity in the 21st Century 

 This page is devoted to opinions of countries whose polling activity is generally not known very widely or where a recent 
topical issue requires special attention. 

 Orthodox Christianity in the 21st Century 

Concentrated in Europe, Orthodox Christians have declined as a 
percentage of the global population, but Ethiopian community is 
highly observant and growing (Pew Research Center) 

November 8, 2017 

 

Over the last century, the Orthodox Christian population around the world has more than doubled and now 

stands at nearly 260 million. In Russia alone, it has surpassed 100 million, a sharp resurgence after the fall of 

the Soviet Union. 

Yet despite these increases in absolute numbers, Orthodox Christians have been declining as a share of the 

overall Christian population – and the global population – due to far faster growth among Protestants, 

Catholics and non-Christians. Today, just 12% of Christians around the world are Orthodox, compared with 

an estimated 20% a century ago. And 4% of the total global population is Orthodox, compared with an 

estimated 7% in 1910. 
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The geographic distribution of Orthodoxy also differs from the other major Christian traditions in the 21st 

century. In 1910 – shortly before the watershed events of World War I, the Bolshevik revolution in Russia and 

the breakup of several European empires – all three major branches of Christianity (Orthodoxy, Catholicism 

and Protestantism) were predominantly concentrated in Europe. Since then, Catholics and Protestants have 

expanded enormously outside the continent, while Orthodoxy remains largely centered in Europe. Today, 

nearly four-in-five Orthodox Christians (77%) live in Europe, a relatively modest change from a century ago 

(91%). By contrast, only about one-quarter of Catholics (24%) and one-in-eight Protestants (12%) now live in 

Europe, down from an estimated 65% and 52%, respectively, in 1910.1 

Orthodoxy‘s falling share of the global Christian population is connected with demographic trends in Europe, 

which has lower overall fertility rates and an older population than developing regions of the world, such as 

sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America and South Asia. Europe‘s population has long been shrinking as a share of 

the world‘s total population, and, in coming decades, it is projected to decline in absolute numbers as well. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/#fn-29043-1
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Historically, the presence of what is now called Orthodox Christianity in the Slavic portions of Eastern Europe 

dates to the ninth century, when, according to church tradition, missionaries from the Byzantine Empire‘s 

capital in Constantinople (now Istanbul, Turkey) spread the faith deeper into Europe. Orthodoxy came first to 

Bulgaria, Serbia and Moravia (which is now part of the Czech Republic), and then, beginning in the 10th 

century, to Russia. Following the Great Schism between the Eastern (Orthodox) churches and the Western 

(Catholic) church in 1054, Orthodox missionary activity expanded across the Russian Empire from the 1300s 

through the 1800s.2 

While Orthodoxy spread across the Eurasian landmass, Protestant and Catholic missionaries from Western 

Europe went overseas, crossing the Mediterranean and the Atlantic. The Portuguese, Spanish, Dutch and 

British empires, among others, carried Western Christianity (Catholicism and Protestantism) to sub-Saharan 

Africa, East Asia and the Americas – regions that in the 20th century experienced much faster population 

growth than Europe. On the whole, Orthodox missionary activity outside Eurasia was less pronounced, 

although Orthodox churches retained footholds through the centuries in the Middle East, and Orthodox 

missionaries won some converts in such far-flung places as India, Japan, East Africa and North America.3 

Today, the largest Orthodox Christian population outside of Eastern Europe is in Ethiopia. The centuries-old 

Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church has an estimated 36 million adherents, nearly 14% of the world‘s total 

Orthodox population. This East African outpost of Orthodoxy reflects two broad trends. First, its Orthodox 

Christian population has grown much faster than Europe‘s over the past 100 years. And, second, Orthodox 

Christians in Ethiopia are more religiously observant, by several common measures, than Orthodox Christians 

in Europe. This is in line with a broader pattern in which Europeans are, on average, less religiously 

committed than people in Latin America and sub-Saharan Africa, according to Pew Research Center surveys. 

(This is true not just of Christians in Europe but also of Europe‘s Muslims, who are less religiously observant, 

as a whole, than Muslims elsewhere in the world.) 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/#fn-29043-2
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Orthodox Christians in the former Soviet Union generally report the lowest levels of observance among those 

of their faith, perhaps reflecting the legacy of Soviet repression of religion. In Russia, for example, just 6% of 

Orthodox Christian adults say they attend church at least weekly, 15% say religion is ―very important‖ in their 

lives, and 18% say they pray daily. Other former Soviet republics display similarly low levels of religious 

observance. Together, these countries are home to a majority of the world‘s Orthodox Christians. 

In sharp contrast, Orthodox Christians in Ethiopia report considerably higher religious observance, on par with 

other Christians (including Catholics and Protestants) across sub-Saharan Africa. Nearly all Ethiopian 

Orthodox Christians say religion is very important to them, while roughly three-quarters report attending 

church weekly or more often (78%) and about two-thirds say they pray daily (65%). (For more information on 

Ethiopia‘s Orthodox Tewahedo Church, see this sidebar.) 

Orthodox Christians living in Europe outside the former Soviet Union show somewhat higher levels of 

religious observance than those in the former Soviet republics, but they are still far less observant than 

Ethiopia‘s Orthodox community. In Bosnia, for example, 46% of Orthodox Christians say religion is very 

important in their lives, while 10% say they attend church weekly or more often, and 28% report that they 

pray daily. 

Orthodox Christians in the United States, who make up roughly 0.5% of the overall U.S. population and 

include many immigrants, display moderate levels of religious observance, lower than in Ethiopia but higher 

than most European countries, at least by some measures. About half (52%) of Orthodox Christian adults in 

the United States say religion is very important to them, roughly one-in-three (31%) report that they attend 

church weekly or more, and a slim majority say they pray daily (57%). 

In addition to their shared history and liturgical traditions, what do these disparate communities have in 

common today? 

http://www.pewforum.org/2010/04/15/executive-summary-islam-and-christianity-in-sub-saharan-africa/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christians-are-highly-religious-in-ethiopia-much-less-so-in-former-soviet-union#orthodoxy-in-ethiopia
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One nearly universal practice among Orthodox Christians is the veneration of religious icons. Most Orthodox 

Christians around the world say they keep icons or other holy figures in their homes. 

In fact, having icons is among the few indicators of religiosity on which Central and Eastern European 

Orthodox Christians surpass Orthodox Ethiopians in surveys. Across 14 countries in the former Soviet Union 

and elsewhere in Europe with large Orthodox populations, the median share of Orthodox Christians who say 

they have icons at home is 90%, while in Ethiopia, the share is 73%. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/pf_11-08-17_orthodoxy-00-03/
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Orthodox Christians around the world also are linked by a married, all-male priesthood; church structures 

headed by numerous national patriarchs and archbishops; recognition of divorce; and moral conservatism on 

issues such as homosexuality and same-sex marriage. 

These are among the key findings of a new Pew Research Center study of Orthodox Christianity around the 

world. The data in this report come from a variety of surveys and other sources. Data on the religious beliefs 

and practices of Orthodox Christians in nine countries across the former Soviet Union and five other countries 

in Europe, including Greece, are from surveys conducted by Pew Research Center in 2015-2016. In addition, 

the Center has recent data on many (though not all) of the same survey questions among Orthodox Christians 

in Ethiopia and the United States. Together, these surveys cover a total of 16 countries, collectively 

representing about 90% of the estimated global Orthodox population. In addition, population estimates are 

available for all countries based on information gathered for the 2011 Pew Research Center report ―Global 

Christianity‖ and the 2015 report ―The Future of World Religions: Population Growth Projections, 2010-

2050.‖ 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/05/10/religious-belief-and-national-belonging-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
http://www.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/
http://www.pewforum.org/2011/12/19/global-christianity-exec/
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/
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Wide support among Orthodox for the church’s teachings on priesthood, divorce 

 

  

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/pf_11-08-17_orthodoxy-00-new-05/
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While they vary widely in their levels of religious observance, Orthodox Christians around the world are 

largely united in their affirmation of some distinctive church policies and teachings. 

Today, majorities of Orthodox Christians in every country surveyed say they favor their church‘s current 

practice of allowing married men to become priests, which contrasts with the Catholic Church‘s general 

requirement of celibacy for priests. (Lay Catholics in some countries prefer allowing married priests; in the 

United States, for example, 62% of Catholics say the Catholic Church should allow priests to get married.) 

Similarly, most Orthodox Christians also say they support the church‘s stance on recognizing divorce, which 

also differs from Catholicism‘s position. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2015/09/02/u-s-catholics-open-to-non-traditional-families/
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 Orthodox Christians also broadly favor a number of church positions that happen to align with those of the 

Catholic Church, such as the prohibition on women‘s ordination. In fact, there appears to be more agreement 

with this position within Orthodoxy than within Catholicism, where majorities in some places say women 

should be able to become priests. For example, in Brazil, which has the world‘s largest Catholic population, 

most Catholics say the Catholic Church should allow female ordination (78%). Similarly, in the United 

States, 59% of Catholics say the Catholic Church should allow women priests. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/pf_11-08-17_orthodoxy-00-new-04/
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/09/02/chapter-4-expectations-of-the-church/#catholic-desires-for-change


Gilani’s Gallopedia© 

Weekly digest of opinions in a globalized world (compiled since January 2007)  

November 2017 - Issue  510 

Page 17 of 21 

Disclaimer: Gilani’s Gallopedia is a not for profit activity and every effort has been made to give attribution to respective polling organizations. All material presented here is available 
elsewhere as public information. Readers may please visit the original source for further details. Gilani Research foundation does not bear any responsibility for accuracy of data or the 

methods and does not claim any proprietary rights benefits or responsibilities thereof. 

*Archives: Gilani’s Gallopedia has been compiled on a weekly basis since January 2007. Previous material is available upon request. Please contact 

sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 

 

Orthodox opinion is closely divided on the issue of female ordination in Russia and some other countries, but 

in no country surveyed do a majority of Orthodox Christians support ordaining women as priests. (In Russia 

and some other countries, roughly a fifth or more of respondents do not express an opinion on women‘s 

ordination.) 

Orthodox Christians also are broadly united against the idea of the church performing same-sex marriages (see 

Chapter 3). 

 

 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christians-support-key-church-policies-are-lukewarm-toward-reconciling-with-roman-catholic-church
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christians-support-key-church-policies-are-lukewarm-toward-reconciling-with-roman-catholic-church
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/pf_11-08-17_orthodoxy-00-new2-00/
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Overall, Orthodox Christians see plenty of common ground between their own faith and Catholicism. When 

asked if Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism ―have a lot in common‖ or ―are very different,‖ most Orthodox 

Christians across Central and Eastern Europe respond that the two faiths have a lot in common. For their part, 

Catholics in the region also tend to see the two traditions as more similar than different. 

But this perceived kinship only goes so far; there is limited support among Orthodox Christians for ―being in 

communion again‖ with Roman Catholics. Formal schism owing to theological and political disputes has 

divided Eastern Orthodoxy from Roman Catholicism since the year 1054; while some clerics on both sides 

have tried for half a century to foster reconciliation, the view that the churches should reunite is a minority 

position across most of Central and Eastern Europe.4 

In Russia, just one-in-six Orthodox Christians (17%) say they want Eastern Orthodoxy to be in communion 

with the Roman Catholic Church, the lowest level of support for reconciliation found in any of the national 

Orthodox populations surveyed. Only in one country, Romania, do a majority of respondents (62%) express 

support for reunification of the Eastern and Western churches. Across the region, many Orthodox Christians 

decline to answer this question, perhaps reflecting a lack of familiarity with the issue or uncertainty about 

what communion between the two churches would entail. 

This pattern may be linked to a wariness of papal authority by Orthodox Christians. While most Orthodox 

Christians across Central and Eastern Europe say Pope Francis is improving relations between Catholics and 

Orthodox Christians, far fewer express a positive opinion of Francis overall. Views on this topic also may be 

bound up with geopolitical tensions between Eastern and Western Europe. Orthodox Christians in Central and 

Eastern Europe tend to orient themselves, both politically and religiously, toward Russia, while Catholics in 

the region generally look toward the West. 

Overall, in Central and Eastern Europe, Orthodox support for reconciliation with Catholicism is about as high 

as Catholic support for it. But in countries with substantial shares of both Orthodox Christians and Catholics, 

Catholics tend to be more supportive of a return to communion with Eastern Orthodoxy. For example, in 

Bosnia, a majority of Catholics (68%) favor communion, compared with a minority (42%) of Orthodox 

Christians. A similar pattern is seen in Ukraine and Belarus. 

Sidebar: Eastern Orthodoxy vs. Oriental Orthodoxy 

Not only are there important theological and doctrinal differences among Orthodox Christians, Catholics and 

Protestants, but there also are differences within Orthodoxy, which conventionally is divided into two major 

branches: Eastern Orthodoxy, most of whose adherents live in Central and Eastern Europe, and Oriental 

Orthodoxy, most of whose adherents live in Africa. 

One theological difference has to do with the nature of Jesus and how to articulate Jesus‘s divinity – part of a 

theological field of study called Christology. Eastern Orthodoxy, as well as Catholicism and Protestantism, 

teach that Christ is one person in two natures: both fully divine and fully human, accepting the language from 

an early Christian gathering called the Council of Chalcedon, held in 451. But Oriental Orthodoxy, which is 

considered ―non-Chalcedonian,‖ teaches that Christ‘s divine and human natures are unified, not separated.5 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/#fn-29043-4
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/05/10/views-on-role-of-russia-in-the-region-and-the-soviet-union/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/#fn-29043-5
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Oriental Orthodoxy has separate self-governing jurisdictions in Ethiopia, Egypt, Eritrea, India, Armenia and 

Syria, and it accounts for roughly 20% of the worldwide Orthodox population. Eastern Orthodoxy is split into 

15 jurisdictions heavily centered in Central and Eastern Europe, accounting for the remaining 80% of 

Orthodox Christians.6 

Data on the beliefs, practices and attitudes of Orthodox Christians in Europe and the former Soviet Union 

come from surveys conducted between June 2015 and July 2016 through face-to-face interviews in 19 

countries, including 14 for which samples of Orthodox Christians were large enough for analysis. Findings 

from these surveys were released in a major Pew Research Center report in May 2017, but additional analysis 

(including results from Kazakhstan, which were not included in the initial report) is included throughout this 

report. 

Orthodox Christians in Ethiopia were polled as part of Pew Research Center‘s 2015 Global Attitudes survey, 

as well as a 2008 survey on religious beliefs and practices of Christians and Muslims in sub-Saharan Africa; 

Orthodox Christians in the U.S. were surveyed as part of Pew Research Center‘s 2014 U.S. Religious 

Landscape Study. Since the methodology and the mode of the U.S. study are different from surveys conducted 

in other countries, comparisons between them are made cautiously. In addition, due to differences in 

questionnaire content, data are not available from all countries for every question analyzed in this report. 

The largest Orthodox populations that were not surveyed are in Egypt, Eritrea, India, Macedonia and 

Germany. Despite the lack of survey data on Orthodox Christians in these countries, they are included in the 

population estimates in this report. 

Although Orthodox Christians comprise roughly 2% of the Middle East‘s population, logistical concerns make 

it difficult to survey these groups. Egypt has the Middle East‘s largest Orthodox population (an estimated 4 

million Egyptians, or 5% of the population), mainly members of the Coptic Orthodox Church. Additional data 

on the demographic characteristics of Middle Eastern Orthodox Christians, including their declining shares 

over time, can be found in Chapter 1. 

Historical population estimates for 1910 are based on Pew Research Center analysis of data from the World 

Christian Database, which was compiled by The Center for the Study of Global Christianity at the Gordon-

Conwell Theological Seminary. The estimates from 1910 provide a vantage point on worldwide Orthodoxy at 

an important historical moment, preceded by an especially active period for Orthodox missionaries across the 

Russian Empire and shortly before war and political upheaval threw most Orthodox populations into 

tumult.7 By the end of the 1920s, the Russian, Ottoman, German and Austro-Hungarian empires had all 

ceased to exist – replaced by new, self-governing nations, as well as, in some cases, self-governing national 

Orthodox churches. Meanwhile, the Russian Revolution of 1917 ushered in communist governments that 

persecuted Christians and other religious groups for the length of the Soviet era. 

This report, funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts and the John Templeton Foundation, is part of a larger 

effort by Pew Research Center to understand religious change and its impact on societies around the world. 

The Center previously has conducted religion-focused surveys across sub-Saharan Africa; the Middle East-

North Africa region and many other countries with large Muslim populations; Latin America and the 

Caribbean; Israel; and the United States. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/#fn-29043-6
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/05/10/religious-belief-and-national-belonging-in-central-and-eastern-europe/
http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/
http://www.pewforum.org/religious-landscape-study/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianitys-geographic-center-remains-in-central-and-eastern-europe
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/#fn-29043-7
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Other key findings in this report include: 

 Orthodox Christians in Central and Eastern Europe widely favor protecting the natural environment for 

future generations, even if this reduces economic growth. In part, this view may be a reflection of 

the environmentalist stance of Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople, who is considered a theological 

authority in Eastern Orthodoxy. But environmentalism seems to be a widespread value across the Central and 

Eastern European region as a whole. Indeed, a majority of Catholics in the region also say the natural 

environment should be protected, even if this reduces economic growth. (For more details, see Chapter 4.) 

 Most Orthodox-majority countries in Central and Eastern Europe – including Armenia, Bulgaria, 

Georgia, Greece, Romania, Russia, Serbia and Ukraine – have national patriarchs who are regarded as 

preeminent religious figures in their home countries. In all but Armenia and Greece, pluralities or majorities 

see the national patriarchs as the highest authority of Orthodoxy. For example, in Bulgaria, 59% of Orthodox 

Christians say they recognize their national patriarch as the highest authority of the church, although 8% also 

point to Patriarch Bartholomew of Constantinople, who is known as the ecumenical patriarch across Eastern 

Orthodoxy. Patriarch Kirill of Russia also is highly regarded among Orthodox Christians in the region – even 

outside Russian borders – a trend that is in line with Orthodox Christians‘ overall affinity for Russia. (For 

Orthodox Christians‘ views on patriarchs, see Chapter 3.) 

 U.S. Orthodox Christians are much more accepting of homosexuality than are Orthodox Christians in 

Central and Eastern Europe and Ethiopia. About half of U.S. Orthodox Christians (54%) said same-sex 

marriage should be legal in a 2014 survey, similar to the share of Americans overall who took that position in 

that year (53%). By comparison, the vast majority of Orthodox Christians across Central and Eastern Europe 

are opposed to same-sex marriage. (For Orthodox Christians‘ views on social issues, see Chapter 4.) 

 Overwhelming majorities of Orthodox Christians in Central and Eastern Europe say they have 

been baptized, even though many came of age during Soviet times. (For more on religious practices of 

Orthodox Christians, see Chapter 2.) 

Correction: The chart “Relatively low shares of Orthodox and Catholics favor Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman 

Catholicism being in communion” has been updated to correct the share of Catholics in Bosnia saying the 

two churches should be in communion. 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/04/science/bartholomew-i-of-constantinoples-bold-green-stance.html
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-take-socially-conservative-views-on-gender-issues-homosexuality
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/05/11/orthodox-christians-in-central-and-eastern-europe-favor-strong-role-for-russia-in-geopolitics-religion/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christians-support-key-church-policies-are-lukewarm-toward-reconciling-with-roman-catholic-church
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-take-socially-conservative-views-on-gender-issues-homosexuality
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christians-are-highly-religious-in-ethiopia-much-less-so-in-former-soviet-union/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/11/08/orthodox-christianity-in-the-21st-century/
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Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2017) 
A Quantitative Analysis 

A quantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 8 year period January 2007 – January 2014 

 

 
KEY STATISTICS 

 

1- Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues):  ~ 6,805 polls 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

2- Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: Governance, 

Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global leaders (USA and Emerging 

powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous 

 

3- Number of countries covered by one or more surveys:  ~ 178 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

4- Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied:  ~ 358 

 during the period 2007-2014 
 

 

 


