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Our semester-long course titled “Understanding China for 
Pakistanis” aims at familiarizing university-level, Pakistani 
students with China, particularly its geography, history, 
politics, and economy. It is designed as a level 1. 
introductory course. The course has been developed by a 
team of dedicated China enthusiasts and has already 
been successfully implemented at Iqra University, 
Islamabad during the Fall Semester 2017-18. 

 

The development of this course was a 4-step process. We 
categorize these steps as: 

 

1. Course Designing 

2. Selection of Material 

3. Methodology Development 

4. Execution at University Level (Teaching of the Course)  
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Step 1- Course Designing: 

 

This Course was designed over the course of 

several months by a team of senior students of 

China who consulted dozens of online portals 
from universities and institutions around the world. 

In doing so, the team referred to a wide range of 

relevant courses focusing on China’s history, 
geography, politics, economy, society, and 

international diplomacy. 
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Step 2- Selection of Material: 

 

At the second stage of course development, the 

team went through a laborious process of 

selecting relevant course material from 
internationally recognized, authentic, easily 

available sources. Not only did the team consult 

different teaching material being used to teach 
similar courses around the world, but it also 

reached out to many Chinese academics to get 

their view and advice. 
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Step 3- Methodology Development: 

 

Since the course aims at providing an overview of 
China’s historic role in the global economy, the 
team developed a framework whereby students 
could acquire foundational information on 
China’s history, geography, economy, and 
international diplomacy. Our methodologies were 
developed using various map sheets that enabled 
us to classify China into easily identifiable 
geographic and population zones. The course 
design assumes very little, if any, prior information 
on China or China Studies. 
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Step 4- Execution at University Level- Teaching 

of the Course: 

 

We first introduced this course at Iqra University, 

Islamabad during the Fall Semester 2017-18. In 
order to successfully execute this course at the 

university level, our team introduced a bifurcated 

learning method. We emphasized on student-
centered sessions along with teacher-centered 

sessions to ensure that the classes were less 

lecture-like and more particapatory.  

The Study of China: a New Sinology for the Future  
Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani.                    11th Jan.2018 



Outline of the Course 

 

UNDERSTANDING CHINA 

FOR PAKISTANIS 

The Study of China: a New Sinology for the Future  
Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani.                    11th Jan.2018 

Can be accessed at:  
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