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                           Topic of the week: (Click for details) 

Who are we?  

Gilani’s Gallopedia is a weekly digest of opinions in a 
globalized world. It provides a one window access to 
Global Opinion Polls on a weekly basis. It is produced 
by a team of researchers led by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani, 
and is a not for profit public service. It is co-edited by 
Mohammad Zubair and Sara Salam. 
 

Our name reflects the rapid pace at which global polls 
are brought to the community of pollsters and other 
interested readers. Gilani’s Gallopedia is not related to 
any polling agency and makes its selection from any 
publically available poll based on its relevance to our 
reader’s interests. Over the years it has reported polls 
conducted by over 350 agencies and institutions.  
 

Contact Details: 
Sara Salam 
Assistant Manager 
Gilani Research Foundation 
Email: sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 
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Asia zone 
MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA; EAST ASIA 

 WEST ASIA 

260-1 On the Semi-centennial of Relations, Two Thirds of Turks are Euro-Sceptic (Click for Details) 

(Turkey) A recent survey shows that the Turkish public is divided on the issue of relations with the European 

Union. While one third of the public thinks that Turkey should persist with her aim of full membership; the 

remaining two thirds agree that Ankara should abandon the pursuit of full membership. (EDAM) 

January 2013  

2.8 Foreign Affairs & Security » International / Regional Organizations 
 

260-2 Inflation remains on top as the most important National Problem (Click 

for Details) 
(Pakistan) A recent survey in Pakistan asked ―In your opinion, what is the 

current biggest problem of Pakistan?‖ Responding to this, 47% believe that 

inflation is the biggest problem, 24% believe it to be terrorism, 18% think 

unemployment is the biggest problem, 6% foreign threats, 2% cite others and 

1% said Kashmir. However, 2% did not give a view. (Gallup Pakistan) 

January 23, 2013 
3.4 Economy » Inflation 

 

260-3 Turkey’s 2012 Report Card and Expectations from 2013 (Click for Details) 

(Turkey) Turks are divided on the current direction of the state, however, more agree (43%) than disagree 

(31%) that the country will move in the right direction in the year 2013. (Metropoll) 

January 2013 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

 NORTHEAST ASIA 

260-4 Global Reach of China Luxury (Click for Details) 

(China) Despite the global economic slowdown and its subsequent impact on the luxury 

sector, China’s consumer sector continues to grow and also account for an increasing share 

of global sales for some of the world’s largest luxury brands. (TNS)  

January 2013 
3.6 Economy » Economic Globalization 
 

  Africa zone 
 WEST AFRICA; EAST AFRICA; CENTRAL AFRICA;  

 SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 

260-5 Almost 3 in 10 Nigerians claim to know a rape victim (Click for Details) 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-1
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-2
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-3
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-4
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-5
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(Nigeria) The latest poll results released by NOI Polls Limited has revealed that 

almost 3 in 10 Nigerians admitted to personally knowing someone who has been a 

victim of rape; citing stigmatisation as the main reason why many rape cases go 

unreported. (NOI) 

January 25, 2013   
4.13 Society » Social Problems  

 

260-6 Algerians Soured on U.S. Leadership Prior to Hostage Crisis (Click for Details) 

(Algeria) Algerians' approval of the leadership of the United States sank to 30% in 2012, down from 38% in 

2011 and significantly lowers than the 49% found in 2009. Although views of U.S. leadership enjoyed a brief 

lift in Algeria in 2009, the same year President Barack Obama first took office, about as many Algerians now 

disapprove of U.S. leadership -- 68% -- as did when George W. Bush was president in 2008 (71%). (Gallup 

USA) 

January 18, 2013 
2.6 Foreign Affairs & Security » US image 
 
 

Euro Americas zone 
 EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; 

LATIN AMERICA &  AUSTRALASIA 

EUROPE 

 WEST EUROPE 

260-7 Local maternity wards top list of women’s priorities when giving birth (Click for Details) 

(UK) A quarter of British mothers listed the location of the birthing unit as their top priority when asked to 

identify the most important thing about their experience of giving birth. The importance of the proximity to 

the hospital increased as women prepared to give birth to second (26 per cent) and third (30 per cent) children. 

(Ipsos Mori) 

January 25, 2013 
4.11 Society » Health 

 

260-8 The most important issues facing Britain - starting 2013 as we ended 2012 (Click for Details) 

(UK) The first Economist/Ipsos MORI Issues Index of 2013 shows that, despite a drop of three percentage 

points, over half of the public (52%) remain concerned about the economy, undisputedly the single most 

important issue facing Britain today. For over a third (36%) it is the single most important issue facing Britain, 

for the remainder it is among the most important issues. (Ipsos Mori) 

January 22, 2013 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

260-9 Let William go to Afghanistan (Click for Details) 

(UK) A majority (60%) of the British public believe that Prince William, the 

heir to the throne, should be allowed to serve in the war in Afghanistan, while 

28% think it would be wrong for him to serve in a war zone and 12% don’t 

know, according to a YouGov poll. (YouGov)  

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-6
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-7
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-8
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-9
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January 25, 2013 
2.10 Foreign Affairs & Security » Military Issues/ Defence 

 

260-10 Two thirds see terrorist threat (Click for Details) 

(UK) Following the hostage crisis in Algeria, YouGov research shows almost two thirds (66%) of Britons 

believe Islamic militants in North Africa are a threat to the UK, while just under a fifth (19%) don’t. 

(YouGov) 

January 24, 2013 
2.4 Foreign Affairs & Security » Terrorism 

 

260-11 Britons See EU Membership Row as Distraction from Economic Crisis (Click 

for Details) 
(UK) Public support for the Conservative Party increased last week following David 

Cameron’s speech on the European Union (EU), a new Angus Reid Public Opinion 

poll conducted for the Sunday Express has found. (Angus Reid) 

January 27, 2013   
2.8 Foreign Affairs & Security » International / Regional Organizations 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

260-12 Britons Want to See UKIP, Green Party Leaders in Televised Debates (Click for Details) 

(UK) Most people in Britain would like to see more party leaders appear in nationwide televised debates 

during General Election campaigns, a new Angus Reid Public Opinion poll has found. Support is lower for the 

appearance of the Scottish National Party (SNP), Plaid Cymru and British National Party (BNP) leaders. 

(Angus Reid) 

January 23, 2013 
1.4 Domestic Politics » Political Parties 

 

260-13 Greek ruling conservatives take lead over leftists: polls (Click for Details) 

(Greece) Greece's ruling conservatives have grabbed a narrow lead over the 

leftist main opposition since securing bailout funds to avert bankruptcy, 

opinion poll showed, as most Greeks believe the country will stay in the euro 

zone. (Alco) 

January 26, 2013   
1.4 Domestic Politics » Political Parties 

 

260-14 65 pct of Swiss voters support 'fat cat' pay curbs – poll (Click for Details) 

(Switzerland) A majority of Swiss voters is set to approve a referendum giving shareholders power to curb 

executive rewards, according to an opinion poll conducted mid-January. (Gfs Bern) 

January 25, 2013 
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  
 

AMERICAS 

 NORTH AMERICA 

260-15 In U.S., Fewer Watch Obama's Second Inauguration than His First (Click for Details) 

(USA) Thirty-eight percent of Americans interviewed Monday night said they watched or listened to the 

inauguration ceremonies as they happened; another 27% saw, read, or heard news coverage of the events. That 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-10
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-11
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-12
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-13
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-14
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-15
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is down considerably from 2009, when a combined 80% watched the ceremonies live (60%) or saw news 

coverage of them (20%). Reported viewership of Monday's ceremonies is similar to what Gallup measured for 

George W. Bush's second inauguration eight years ago. (Gallup USA) 

January 22, 2013 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 

 

260-16 U.S. Students' Entrepreneurial Aspirations Still Undeveloped (Click for 

Details) 
(USA) Entrepreneurial aspirations among fifth- through 12th-graders in the 

U.S. remained high and stable over the past year, according to the 2012 Gallup-

HOPE Index. About four in 10 students (43%) say they plan to start their own 

business. Similarly, four in 10 students (42%) say they will invent something 

that changes the world. (Gallup USA)  

January 22, 2013 
4.10 Society » Education 

 

260-17 Americans Downbeat on State of U.S., Prospects for Future (Click for Details) 

U.S. President Barack Obama begins his second term at a time when Americans are as negative about the state 

of the country and its prospects going forward as they have been in more than three decades. Fewer than four 

in 10 Americans (39%) rate the current status of the U.S. at the positive end of a zero to 10 scale. This is about 

the same as in 2010, but it is fewer than have said so at any point since 1979. As they usually are, Americans 

are more upbeat in their predictions of where the U.S. will be in five years (48% positive), but this is also 

lower than at any time since 1979. Fifty-five percent of Americans say the state of the nation five years ago 

was positive. (Gallup USA) 

January 21, 2013 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

260-18 Americans Favor Allowing Women in Combat (Click for Details) 

Nearly three-quarters of Americans say that, given the opportunity, they 

would vote "for" allowing women to serve in combat roles. These results are 

from a Gallup survey conducted just after U.S. Defense Secretary Leon 

Panetta announced that the Pentagon is lifting the ban on women serving in 

direct combat. (Gallup USA) 

January 25, 2013   
4.5 Society » Gender Issues 

 

260-19 Prices of Energy, Food Hurt Americans' Finances Most (Click for Details) 

Americans are most likely to say the price of energy, the price of food, taxes, and healthcare costs are hurting 

their family's finances a lot or a little, out of a list of nine economic issues. Americans appear relatively 

unaffected by the availability of credit or immigration policies. (Gallup USA) 

January 25, 2013 
3.4 Economy » Inflation 
3.10 Economy » Energy/Nuclear Issues 

 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-16
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-17
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260-20 Healthcare Costs, Taxes Worry U.S. Small Businesses Most (Click 

for Details) 
More than half of U.S. small-business owners say healthcare costs (54%) 

and taxes on small businesses (53%) are hurting their operating 

environment "a lot," making these the top two concerns among eight 

issues tested in a January Wells Fargo/Gallup Small Business survey. 

They are followed by the price of energy, government regulations, and 

the federal debt ceiling. (Gallup USA)  

January 25, 2013 
4.11 Society » Health 

 

260-21 Deficit Reduction Rises on Public's Agenda for Obama's Second Term (Click for Details) 

When Barack Obama took office four years ago, reducing the budget deficit was a middle-tier item on the 

public’s agenda. Only about half of Americans (53%) viewed it as a top policy priority in January 2009, 

placing it ninth on a list of 20 policy goals. (Pew Research Center) 

January 24, 2013 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 
3.9 Economy » Financial systems & Institutions 

 

260-22 Mixed Reactions to Obama's Gun Proposals (Click for Details) 

With the public paying close attention to the national debate over gun 

control, Barack Obama’s gun proposals receive a mixed rating from the 

public. A 39% plurality say Obama’s proposals are about right while 

another 13% say they do not go far enough. About three-in-ten (31%) 

say the president’s proposals go too far; 17% do not offer an opinion. 

(Pew Research Center)  

January 22, 2013 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
4.12 Society » Crime 

 

260-23 Obama's Fourth Year in Office Ties as Most Polarized Ever (Click for Details) 

During his fourth year in office, an average of 86% of Democrats and 10% of Republicans approved of the job 

Barack Obama did as president. That 76-percentage-point gap ties George W. Bush's fourth year as the most 

polarized years in Gallup records. (Gallup USA) 

January 24, 2013 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 

 

260-24 Americans Back Obama's Proposals to Address Gun Violence (Click for Details) 

Given the chance to vote "for" or "against" each of nine key proposals included in President Barack Obama's 

plan to reduce gun violence, Americans back all nine. Americans are most likely to be in favor of requiring 

background checks for all gun sales (91%), increasing funding for mental health programs aimed at youth 

(82%), increasing funding for programs to train law enforcement and schools in responding to active armed 

attacks (79%), and increasing criminal penalties for people who buy guns for others -- so-called straw 

purchasers (75%). (Gallup USA) 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-20
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-21
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-22
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-23
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-24
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January 23, 2013 
4.9 Society » Justice 

 

260-25 Many Canadians Believe Saving for Children’s Education (48%) and Caring for Aging Parents 

(36%) Will Hinder Ability to Save For Retirement (Click for Details) 

(Canada) Looking ahead to retirement, many Canadians (aged 18-54) believe that generational obstacles will 

have adverse effects on their ability to save for retirement, according to a new Ipsos Reid survey on behalf of 

RBC. (Ipsos USA) 

January 23, 2013 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 
4.10 Society » Education 

 

 AUSTRALASIA 

260-26 More Australians Think Unemployment Will Increase (Click for Details) 

(Australia) Now a clear majority of 62% (up 13% since February 2012 but down 

8% since June 2009) of Australians expect unemployment to increase in the next 

12 months while only 16% (down 6% — lowest since December 2001) say 

unemployment will fall and 19% (down 6%) say unemployment will remain the 

same and 3% (down 1%) don’t know according to a special telephone Morgan 

Poll conducted over the last two nights, January 22/23, 2013. (Roy Morgan) 

January 24, 2013   
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  

 

 MULTI-COUNTRY SURVEYS 

260-27 Britain in slow lane of two-speed Europe (Click for Details) 

Europe is divided between those who see their economy as ―strong‖, and those who do not, with Britain firmly 

in the latter camp. A new global poll released by Ipsos MORI finds Germans are around 5 times more positive 

about their economy than we Britons are about ours. (Ipsos Mori) 

January 25, 2013 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 
 

Topic of the week: 
On the Semi-centennial of Relations, Two Thirds of Turks are 

Euro-Sceptic  
This page is devoted to opinions of countries whose polling activity is generally not known very widely or where a recent 

topical issue requires special attention. 

 

The public opinion survey carried out by TNS on behalf of the 

Centre of Economics and Foreign Policy Studies, EDAM, has 

shown that the Turkish public is divided on the issue of 

relations with the European Union. While one third of the 

public thinks that Turkey should persist with her aim of full 

membership; the remaining two thirds agree that Ankara 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-25
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-26
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-43-27
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-28
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/260.htm#260-29
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should abandon the pursuit of full membership. The participants were asked the question: ―This year is the 

50th anniversary of the Ankara Agreement signed between Turkey and the European Union. It is also the 8th 

year of the accession negotiations. Which of the following policies do you think that Turkey should follow in 

the next 5 years?‖  

 

 

33% of the people surveyed agree that Turkey should persevere with the goal of becoming a EU member. But 

two-thirds of the public leans closer to the view that Turkey should not become a full member. There are also 

differences of opinion among Turkish Euro-sceptics. 20 % supports the idea that Turkey should abandon full 

membership and should formulate a new relationship based on common interests. Compounding this group 

with the residual supporters of membership, it can be stated that more than 50 % of the public views 

partnership with the EU positively. One quarter of the public believes that full membership should be 

abandoned and that a new relationship with the EU is not needed; while another 15 percent thinks that after 

the full membership is abandoned, a rival regional organization should be established.  

 

There are also significant differences of opinion with regards to the 

future of Turkey’s relations with the European Union among the 

constituents of different parties. While 34 percent of AKP voters 

believe that the country should ―persist with her aim of full 

membership‖, this ratio falls to 30 percent among the main opposition 

center left CHP voters and to 15 percent among the nationalist MHP 

voters. The predominantly Kurdish BDP voters are apparently avid 

defenders of the EU goal with a support level of 88 percent.   
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There appears to be differences of opinion on what to do once the membership path is abandoned. While 27 

percent of CHP voters agree that ―relations based on common interest should be established‖; this ratio is 21 

percent among MHP voters. While 40 percent of MHP voters think that Turkey should act on its own after the 

full membership goal has been abandoned; this ratio is 27 percent among CHP voters. Those who aim to 

establish a new partnership in the region to rival the EU are roughly in equal ratios on all three major parties 

with a percentage of around 15 percent. 

 

This public opinion survey was carried out between 05 December 2012 – 14 January 2013 in Turkey with the 

participation of 1509 people representing a cross section of the urban and rural population at the age of 18 and 

above. The cities which were included in the survey: Adana, Ankara, Antalya, Bursa, Diyarbakir, Manisa, 

Erzurum, Gaziantep, Istanbul, Izmir, Kayseri, Kirklareli, Konya, Içel, Samsun, Zonguldak, Denizli, Malatya. 

The survey was carried out by TNS Turkey.   
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EDAM has also fielded the same question to a panel of foreign policy experts. In such a survey with the 

participation of 2022 experts, it was seen that experts have a very divergent view from the public opinion and 

agreed overwhelmingly – 87 % - that Turkey should persevere with its goal of full membership to the 

European Union. Other alternatives found little support among the expert community. There is thus a major 

difference of opinion between foreign policy experts and the public opinion. While the public opinion is 

divided on the issue of full membership to the European Union; experts almost unanimously agree that the 

country should persist with its goal of full membership. 

 

Source: http://edam.org.tr/eng/document/EDAM%20Poll%202013-1.pdf 
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Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2013) 

A Quantitative Analysis 

A quantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 4 year period January 2007 – January 2013 

 

 
KEY STATISTICS 
 

1- Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues):  ~ 6,805 polls 

 during the period 2007-2013 

 

2- Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: 

Governance, Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global 

leaders (USA and Emerging powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous 

 

3- Number of countries covered by one or more surveys:  ~ 178 

 during the period 2007-2013 

 

4- Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied:  ~ 358 

 during the period 2007-2013 
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