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Who are we?  

Gilani’s Gallopedia is a weekly digest of opinions in a 
globalized world. It provides a one window access to 
Global Opinion Polls on a weekly basis. It is produced 
by a team of researchers led by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani, 
and is a not for profit public service. It is co-edited by 
Mohammad Zubair and Sara Salam. 
 

Our name reflects the rapid pace at which global polls 
are brought to the community of pollsters and other 
interested readers. Gilani’s Gallopedia is not related to 
any polling agency and makes its selection from any 
publically available poll based on its relevance to our 
reader’s interests. Over the years it has reported polls 
conducted by over 350 agencies and institutions.  
 

Contact Details: 
Sara Salam 
Assistant Manager 
Gilani Research Foundation 
Email: sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 
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       Asia zone 
MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA;  

    EAST ASIA 

 MIDDLE EAST 

295-1 Palestinians are divided about the Resumption of Direct Negotiations 

(Click for Details) 
(Palestine) A recent survey shows that Palestinian public is spilt regarding the 

resumption of direct negotiations with Israel and pessimistic regarding the 

chances for success, but if the talks do lead to a peace agreement, the public 

believes that a majority of the Palestinians will approve it in a referendum. 

(PCPSR) 

September 23, 2013 
2.3 Foreign Affairs & Security » Palestine/ Israel Conflict   
2.5 Foreign Affairs & Security » Regional Conflicts/ Issues 
 

 WEST ASIA 

295-2 Nearly Two-Third Pakistanis (71%) think that Pakistan should not 

cooperate with the United States on the War against Terror (Click for Details) 

(Pakistan) According to a Gilani Research Foundation Survey carried out by 

Gallup Pakistan, nearly two-third Pakistanis (71%) think that Pakistan should 

not cooperate with the United States on the War against Terror. (Gallup 

Pakistan) 

September 16, 2013 
2.4 Foreign Affairs & Security » Terrorism 
2.5 Foreign Affairs & Security » Regional Conflicts/ Issues 
2.6 Foreign Affairs & Security » US image 
 

 SOUTHEAST ASIA 

295-3 Net satisfaction with National Administration at record-high "very 

good" +66 (Click for Details) 

(Philippines) The Second Quarter 2013 Social Weather Survey, fielded from 

June 28-30, 2013, found 75% of adults satisfied, 16% neither satisfied nor 

dissatisfied, and 9% dissatisfied with the general performance of the National 

Administration, for a record-high very good net satisfaction rating of +66 

(% satisfied minus %dissatisfied). (SWS) 

September 03, 2013 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings   
 

 Africa zone 
 WEST AFRICA; EAST AFRICA; CENTRAL AFRICA; SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-1
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-2
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-3


Gilani‟s Gallopedia© 

Weekly digest of opinions in a globalized world (compiled since January 2007)  

October 2013 - Issue 295 

Page 3 of 12 

Disclaimer: Gilani’s Gallopedia is a not for profit activity and every effort has been made to give attribution to respective polling organizations. All material presented here is available 
elsewhere as public information. Readers may please visit the original source for further details. Gilani Research foundation does not bear any responsibility for accuracy of data or the 

methods and does not claim any proprietary rights benefits or responsibilities thereof. 

*Archives: Gilani’s Gallopedia has been compiled on a weekly basis since January 2007. Previous material is available upon request. Please contact 

sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 

 

 SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 

295-4 Business Leaders' Perception Survey (Click for Details) 

(Nigeria) A 3-year trended result from the Business Leaders Perception Survey 

(BLPS) conducted by NOI Polls in 2009, 2010 and 2012 has revealed that the 

most critical factors limiting Nigerian businesses are power, security, corruption 

and access to finance. (NOI) 

September 24, 2013 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

     Euro Americas zone 
   EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; LATIN AMERICA 

& AUSTRALASIA 

 EAST EUROPE 

295-5 Terrorist Threat and Fight against It (Click for Details) 

(Russia) A recent survey shows that 45% of Russians believe that the situation in the fight against terrorism 

has improved; 8% say that it is deteriorated; Caucasus and Islamists pose the biggest terrorist threat to Russia. 

(VCIOM) 

September 03, 2013 
2.4 Foreign Affairs & Security » Terrorism 

 

295-6 Russia, Georgia, Ossetia: Yesterday And Today (Click for Details) 

Most of Russians believe that the Russia` position in the international arena has not changed after the 2008 

developments in the South Ossetia (52%). The rest of respondents say that the position of Russia has 

improved (21%), rather than deteriorated (15%). (VCIOM) 

August 29, 2013 
2.5 Foreign Affairs & Security » Regional Conflicts/ Issues 

 

295-7 Russians about Russian National Symbols (Click for Details) 

Russians know well Russians flag and emblem; they are less familiar with the 

national anthem, but it is the anthem that most of Russians feel admiration for. 

(VCIOM) 

August 20, 2013 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

 WEST EUROPE 

295-8 “No such thing as society”? (Click for Details) 

(UK) Ipsos MORI tested two versions of Margaret Thatcher‟s famous “no such thing as society” interview, 

each with representative samples of the population – one with just that simple statement, and one with a much 

longer excerpt from the interview. And there is a dramatic difference in results: 74% disagree with the bald 

statement, but 63% agreed with the longer excerpt (only 24% disagreed with the longer statement). (Ipsos 

Mori) 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-4
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-5
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-6
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-7
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-8
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September 26, 2013 
4.4 Society » Civil Society 

 

295-9 Economic confidence returns to pre-crash levels (Multi-country survey) (Click for Details) 

Britons are now more positive about the state of the UK than at any time since the crash, according to the 

latest Ipsos Consumer Confidence Index, conducted in 25 countries across the globe. (Ipsos Mori) 

September 26, 2013 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 
 

295-10 Threat to Scotland team could influence some referendum voters (Click for 

Details) 
(Scotland) Our latest Scottish Public Opinion Monitor found that 12% of 

undecided voters and 6% of no voters in next year‟s independence referendum 

would „at least consider‟ switching to yes if they thought this be the only way of 

keeping a separate Scottish football team. (Ipsos Mori) 

September 25, 2013  
1.1 Domestic Politics » Elections 

 

295-11 Consumer confidence shows „increasingly robust recovery‟ (Click for Details) 

(UK) YouGov/Cebr‟s Consumer Confidence Index for September shows that the economic optimism of UK 

households continues to strengthen, rising for the ninth month in succession. This continued improvement in 

consumer confidence points to a further acceleration in UK economic growth during the third quarter. 

(YouGov) 

September 26, 2013 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

295-12 Big Work Survey reveals UK‟s workplace trends - and 'bigger' problems (Click for Details) 

The Big Work Survey of 2,011 UK working adults and 520 senior decision makers across Great Britain found 

businesses could be storing up „bigger problems down the line‟ because 64% of us admit to being stressed at 

work. (YouGov) 

September 25, 2013 
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

 NORTH AMERICA 

295-13 In U.S., Political Trust in "American People" at New Low (Click 

for Details) 
(USA) Americans' trust in "the American people" to make judgments 

about political issues facing the country has declined each year since 

2009 and, at 61%, is down nearly 20 percentage points from its recent 

peak in 2005. Still, that exceeds the 46% of Americans who trust the 

"men and women … who either hold or are running for public office," 

which is one point above the historical low from 2011. (Gallup USA) 

September 27, 2013  
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 
1.5 Domestic Politics » National Image/ Trust 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-9
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-10
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-11
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-12
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-13
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295-14 Americans' Trust in Government Generally Down This Year (Click for Details) 

At a time when the U.S. is dealing with the federal debt limit, the budget, the rollout of the healthcare law, and 

the situation in Syria, trust in all three branches of the federal government remains on the lower end of what 

Gallup has measured historically. Americans' trust in the executive and judicial branches of the federal 

government are both down five percentage points in 2013, to 51% and 62%, respectively. Trust in the 

legislative branch is the lowest of the three, at 34%, and is unchanged from 2012. (Gallup USA) 

September 26, 2013 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 
1.5 Domestic Politics » National Image/ Trust 

 

295-15 Population Decline of Unauthorized Immigrants Stalls, May Have Reversed (Click for Details) 

The sharp decline in the U.S. population of unauthorized immigrants that accompanied the 2007-2009 

recession has bottomed out, and the number may be rising again. As of March 2012, 11.7 million 

unauthorized immigrants were living in the United States, according to a new preliminary Pew Research 

Center estimate based on U.S. government data. (Pew Research Center) 

September 23, 2013 
4.8 Society » Immigration/Refugees 

 

295-16 Continued Support for Keystone XL Pipeline (Click for Details) 

Most Americans (65%) continue to favor building the Keystone XL pipeline, 

perhaps the most politically contentious energy issue in Barack Obama‟s 

second term. Yet when it comes to another issue making headlines – a 

proposal to tighten greenhouse gas emissions from power plants – the public 

favors stricter limits, by exactly the same margin as the Keystone pipeline 

(65% to 30%). (Pew Research Center) 

September 26, 2013 
3.10 Economy » Energy/Nuclear Issues   
4.14 Society » Environment/ Disasters 

 

295-17 Smoking Linked to $278 Billion in Losses for U.S. Employers (Click for Details) 

(USA) Workers who smoke cost the U.S. economy an estimated $278 billion annually in lost productivity due 

to absenteeism and extra healthcare costs. This figure is based on an analysis of the cost of extra missed 

workdays due to poor health, partial absenteeism due to smoke breaks, and additional healthcare costs 

compared with workers who do not smoke. (Gallup USA) 

September 26, 2013 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 
4.11 Society » Health 

 

295-18 Tea Party Support Dwindles to Near-Record Low (Click for Details) 

As Washington braces for another budget showdown, this time with the threat of 

defunding the new healthcare law in the mix, the key political force pushing for 

conservative policies sees diminished popular support. Fewer Americans now 

describe themselves as supporters of the Tea Party movement than did at the 

height of the movement in 2010, or even at the start of 2012. Today's 22% support 

nearly matches the record low found two years ago. (Gallup USA) 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-14
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-15
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-16
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-17
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-18
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September 26, 2013 
1.4 Domestic Politics » Political Parties 

 

295-19 Americans Overwhelmingly See Iran as Enemy or Unfriendly (Click 

for Details) 
In an address to the United Nations General Assembly on Tuesday, President 

Barack Obama announced that he will pursue diplomatic options with Iran 

on its nuclear program. Despite the possibility of a thaw in relations, close to 

half of Americans, 45%, consider Iran an enemy and 38% "unfriendly," 

slightly more than thought so in 2000. (Gallup USA) 

September 25, 2013 
2.7 Foreign Affairs & Security » Muslim World   

 

295-20 Desire for Children Still Norm in U.S. (Click for Details) 

Despite the recent drop in the U.S. fertility rate, Americans' attitudes about having children have remained 

unchanged over the past 23 years. More than nine in 10 adults say they already have children, are planning to 

have children, or wish that they had had children. The 5% of American adults who do not want children is 

virtually the same as the 4% found in 1990. (Gallup USA) 

September 25, 2013 
4.2 Society » Family 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

295-21 Americans' Desire for Gov't Leaders to Compromise Increases (Click for Details) 

At a time when disagreements and inability to reach consensus in Congress pose the threat of a federal 

government shutdown, Americans express an increasingly strong preference for their political leaders in 

Washington to compromise, rather than stick to their principles at the cost of getting nothing done. (Gallup 

USA) 

September 23, 2013 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 

 

295-22 Americans' Belief That Gov't Is Too Powerful at Record Level (Click for Details) 

Six in 10 Americans (60%) believe the federal government has too much power, one 

percentage point above the previous high recorded in September 2010. At least half of 

Americans since 2005 have said the government has too much power. Thirty-two percent 

now say the government has the right amount of power. Few say it has too little power. 

(Gallup USA) 

September 23, 2013  
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 

 

295-23 In U.S., Economic Confidence Slips Amid Fiscal Showdown (Click for Details) 

(USA) As federal lawmakers debate how to avoid a government shutdown and raise the debt limit, the 

uncertainty seems to be taking a toll on Americans' confidence in the economy. Gallup's Economic 

Confidence Index fell five points to -20 last week, the lowest weekly score since automatic federal budget 

sequestration cuts took effect in early March. Economic confidence is now much worse than it was in May 

and June. (Gallup USA) 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-19
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-20
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-21
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-22
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-23
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September 24, 2013 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

295-24 Democrats' Approval of Obama Slipping (Click for Details) 

Barack Obama's job approval rating among Democrats, his core supporters, has averaged 78% so far in 

September after being at or above 80% each month since December 2011, including a recent high of 91% in 

December 2012. (Gallup USA) 

September 24, 2013 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

 MULTI-COUNTRY SURVEYS 

295-25 Globally, Men Twice as Likely as Women to Have a Good Job (Click for Details) 

In every region of the world, men surpass women when it comes to having a "good job" -- that is, full-time 

work for an employer, or what Gallup refers to as the Payroll to Population (P2P) employment rate. 

Worldwide, the P2P employment rate for men is 34%; it is 18% for women. (Gallup USA) 

September 27, 2013 
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  
4.5 Society » Gender Issues 

 

 CYBER WORLD 

295-26 Who‟s not online and why (Click for Details) 

(USA) As of May 2013, 15% of American adults ages 18 and older do not use the 

internet or email. They offer a variety of reasons for not going online. (Pew Research 

Center) 

September 25, 2013 
4.6 Society » Media/ New Media 

4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

Topic of the week: 
Desire for Children Still Norm in U.S. 

This page is devoted to opinions of countries whose polling activity is generally not known very widely or where a recent 
topical issue requires special attention. 

U.S. birthrate down, but attitudes toward having children unchanged 

September 25, 2013 

PRINCETON, NJ -- Despite the recent drop in the U.S. 

fertility rate, Americans' attitudes about having children 

have remained unchanged over the past 23 years. More than 

nine in 10 adults say they already have children, are 

planning to have children, or wish that they had had 

children. The 5% of American adults who do not want 

children is virtually the same as the 4% found in 1990.   

http://www.gallup.com/poll/145469/Understanding-Gallup-Global-Employment-Measures.aspx
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-24
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-25
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-43-26
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-27
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/295.htm#295-28
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The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report that the U.S. general fertility rate reached an all-

time low in 2011, at 63.2 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 44. The fertility rate has dropped 11% from 

1990, when there were 70.9 births per 1,000 women aged 15 to 44. 

The finding from Gallup's Aug. 22-31 survey suggests that the changes in the U.S. birthrate in the last few 

decades apparently are not related to a change in Americans' underlying attitudes toward children. It may be 

that fewer women are having children or that women, on average, are having fewer children, but the data 

show that the general interest in having children has remained constant -- and high. 

 

Younger Americans Want Children; Those with Kids Would Repeat Decision 

More than half of Americans between the ages of 18 and 40 have children, and 

another 40% do not currently, but hope to have children someday. Only six percent 

of Americans aged 18 to 40 do not have, and do not want to have, children.   These 

views are essentially unchanged from 2003, when 94% of Americans between the 

ages of 18 and 40 either had children or wanted to have children someday. 

 

Meanwhile, 86% of Americans aged 45 or older have had children, and nine in 10 of these say they would 

have children if they had to "do it over again." Of the 14% of Americans aged 45 and older who do not have 

children, 50% say that if they had to do it over again, they would have at least one child. 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr61/nvsr61_05.pdf
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Combined, more than nine in 10 older Americans either have children (86%) or wish they had (7%). 
 

Americans' Ideal Number of Children per Family Stable for Decades 
Americans say the ideal number of children per family is 2.6, which is on par with what Gallup has found 

since the late 1970s. 

 

Gallup has been asking Americans "What do you think is the ideal number of children for a family to have?" 

since 1936, when the ideal number per family was 3.6, on average. This number declined between 1957 and 

1978 to an average of about 2.5 children, where it remains today. 

 

Americans of all ages report that about the same number of children would be ideal, with younger Americans 

(18 to 29) having a slightly higher ideal average (2.7) than those 65 and older (2.5). For complete results for 

this question, see page 2. 
 

Finances and the Economy Main Reason for Limiting Number of Children 
More than three-quarters of Americans feel the main reason couples do not have 

more children is finances or the economy, and those who do have children agree 

on this point with those who do not. This finding underscores that it is not a 
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change in attitudes, but something else, that is behind the recent drop in the U.S. fertility rate. 
 

Specifically, most Americans (65%) mention not having enough money or the cost of raising a child, and 

another 11% name the state of the economy or the paucity of jobs in the U.S. If Americans' perceptions are 

accurate, the fertility rate could increase as the U.S. economy improves. 

 

 

Bottom Line 
The drop in the U.S. fertility rate has caused a media buzz recently. For example, Time magazine's August 

cover story indicated that Americans are beginning to embrace a life without children. While that may be true 

for a small number of Americans, it does not describe Americans more generally. 

 

Americans are just as likely now as they were more than two decades ago to have children, want to have 

children, or wish they had had children. And this positive attitude toward children is evident in both those of 

childbearing age, and those who are older. Further, younger adults on average agree with older Americans as 

to the ideal family size. 

Because many of the reasons Americans mention for couples not having more children are related to finances 

and the state of the economy, it is possible that economic improvement will activate the nearly universal 

desire for children -- and thus correspond with an increase in the fertility rate. 

Survey Methods 
Results for this Gallup poll are based on telephone interviews conducted Aug. 22-31, 2013, on the Gallup Daily tracking survey, 

with a random sample of 5,100 adults, aged 18 and older, living in all 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia. 
 

For results based on the total sample of national adults, one can say with 95% confidence that the margin of sampling error is ±2 

percentage points. 

For results based on the total sample of 3,899 parents, one can say with 95% confidence that the margin of sampling error is ±2 

percentage points. For results based on the total sample of 719 adults who do not have children, the margin of error is ±5 percentage 

points. 

Interviews are conducted with respondents on landline telephones and cellular phones, with interviews conducted in Spanish for 

respondents who are primarily Spanish-speaking. Each sample of national adults includes a minimum quota of 50% cellphone 

respondents and 50% landline respondents, with additional minimum quotas by region. Landline and cell telephone numbers are 

http://content.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,2148636,00.html
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selected using random-digit-dial methods. Landline respondents are chosen at random within each household on the basis of which 

member had the most recent birthday. 

Samples are weighted to correct for unequal selection probability, nonresponse, and double coverage of landline and cell users in the 

two sampling frames. They are also weighted to match the national demographics of gender, age, race, Hispanic ethnicity, 

education, region, population density, and phone status (cellphone only/landline only/both, and cellphone mostly). Demographic 

weighting targets are based on the March 2012 Current Population Survey figures for the aged 18 and older U.S. population. Phone 

status targets are based on the July-December 2011 National Health Interview Survey. Population density targets are based on the 

2010 census. All reported margins of sampling error include the computed design effects for weighting. 

In addition to sampling error, question wording and practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the 

findings of public opinion polls. 

Source: http://www.gallup.com/poll/164618/desire-children-

norm.aspx?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=syndication&utm_content=morelink&utm_term=Americas%2
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Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2013) 

A Quantitative Analysis 

A quantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 4 year period January 2007 – January 2013 

 

 
KEY STATISTICS 
 

1- Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues):  ~ 6,805 polls 

 during the period 2007-2013 

 

2- Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: 

Governance, Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global 

leaders (USA and Emerging powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous 

 

3- Number of countries covered by one or more surveys:  ~ 178 

 during the period 2007-2013 

 

4- Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied:  ~ 358 

 during the period 2007-2013 

 

 


