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Who are we?  
Gilani’s Gallopedia is a weekly digest of opinions in a 
globalized world. It provides a one window access to 
Global Opinion Polls on a weekly basis. It is produced by 
a team of researchers led by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani, and is 
a not for profit public service. It is co-edited by 
Mohammad Zubair and Sara Salam. 
 
Our name reflects the rapid pace at which global polls are 
brought to the community of pollsters and other 
interested readers. Gilani’s Gallopedia is not related to 
any polling agency and makes its selection from any 
publically available poll based on its relevance to our 
reader’s interests. Over the years it has reported polls 
conducted by over 350 agencies and institutions.  
 

Contact Details: 
Sara Salam 
Assistant Manager 
Gilani Research Foundation 
Email: sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 

 

 I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

T H I S  W E E K ’ S  R E P O R T  C O N S I S T S  O F  2 4  

N A T I O N A L  &  M U L T I  C O U N T R Y  S U R V E Y S .  

0 8  P O L L I N G  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  H A V E  B E E N  

                   R E P R E S E N T E D .  

Pg 2 

Asia zone 

this week- 01 multi-
country  
study 

 

Pg 2 

Euro Americas 

zone  
this week- 22 national 
polls 
 01 multi-country  
study 
 

Pg 8 

TOPIC OF THE WEEK:  
U.S. Muslims Concerned 
About Their Place in 
Society, but Continue to 
Believe in the American 

Dream 

  

Countries are represented in blue; Polling organizations are represented in 
pink. For reference to source of each poll clicks to detail are provided in the text 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-25
mailto:sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com


Gilani’s Gallopedia© 

Weekly digest of opinions in a globalized world (compiled since January 2007)  

August 2017 - Issue 495 

Page 2 of 11 

Disclaimer: Gilani’s Gallopedia is a not for profit activity and every effort has been made to give attribution to respective polling organizations. All material presented here is available 
elsewhere as public information. Readers may please visit the original source for further details. Gilani Research foundation does not bear any responsibility for accuracy of data or the 

methods and does not claim any proprietary rights benefits or responsibilities thereof. 

*Archives: Gilani’s Gallopedia has been compiled on a weekly basis since January 2007. Previous material is available upon request. Please contact 

sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 

 

Asia Zone 
MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA; 

EAST ASIA 

 

 SOUTHEAST ASIA 

495-1 Roy Morgan Indonesian Consumer Confidence virtually unchanged again in June at 150.5 (down 

0.2pts) (Click for Details)  

(Indonesia) Roy Morgan Indonesian Consumer Confidence for June is 150.5 (down 

0.2pts). Consumer Confidence is now just below a year ago in June 2016 (150.3) 

although it is still a large 16.2pts above the long-run average (2005-2017) of 134.3. 

(Roy Morgan) 

July 24, 2017 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

 

Euro Americas Zone 
   EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; LATIN AMERICA  

& AUSTRALASIA 

 

 EAST EUROPE 

495-2 Ukrainians’ Attitude To The Single Local Church Creation (Click for Details)  

(Ukraine) According to the research carried out by the Sociological Group "Rating" in 

July 2017, 37% of the polled support the creation of the Single Local Church in 

Ukraine, 18% - stand against this initiative, 23% - state that they either feel indifferently 

regarding this question or have not decided on the answer at all. (Ratings) 

July 26, 2017 
4.1 Society » Religion 

 

495-3 Russians: Youth And Politics: Common Points (Click for Details) 
(Russia) Generally, Russians are appreciating the idea to engage young people in public and political life; 

however, young people themselves seem to be less interested, according the VCIOM-Sputnik survey findings. 

(VCIOM) 

July 11, 2017 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 

 

495-4 Dollar Exchange Rate Forecast By Russians (Click for Details)  
(Russia) In the short-term perspective Russians expect the ruble to weaken (persons 

who provided more precise forecast for U.S. currency (59%) pointed to 62 rub. in a 

three-month perspective). This figure will be higher in a year (64 rub. according to 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-1
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-1
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47% of respondents). The forecasts were given amid official dollar to ruble exchange rate of 59 rubles per US 

dollar. (VCIOM) 

July 4, 2017 
3.4 Economy » Inflation 
 

495-5 Russia: Modern Family: Who Is The Head? (Click for Details) 
(Russia) Family is increasingly valued by Russians, but the relationships within the family are being quickly 

modernized, according to the latest data of VCIOM-Sputnik daily survey (VCIOM). 

July 7, 2017 
4.2 Society » Family 

 

495-6 Russia: Short ancestral memory (Click for Details)  
(Russia) Only 22% of Russians recognized that they maintain family archives, 

although only 5% do it intentionally. Two thirds of Russians (66%) don‟t maintain the 

archive and don‟t have such plans. (ROMIR) 

July 2017 
4.2 Society » Family 

 

 WEST EUROPE 

495-7 NHS and Brexit remain the biggest issues facing the country (Click for Details)  
(Britain) Brexit and the NHS continue to head the public‟s list of the biggest issues facing Britain. (Ipsos 

Mori) 

25 July 2017  
4.13 Society » Social Problems 
 

495-8 Britons split on single market access vs immigration control but move to single market (Click for Details) 

(Britain) Britons remain split on prioritising single market access or immigration 

control – both are seen as important, but there has been a move towards single market. 

Confidence in Theresa May to get a good deal for Britain in Brexit negotiations has 

fallen, though this is still just ahead of Jeremy Corbyn. (Ipsos Mori)  

24 July 2017  
3.13 Economy » Services 

 

495-9 Energy bill woes are down but support for market intervention remains strong (Click for Details) 

(Britain) Concern about energy bills has seemingly dropped off a cliff since 2014. But support for state 

intervention in the household energy market remains strong and fits a wider trend in British politics. 

(YouGov)  

July 25, 2017  
3.10 Economy » Energy/Nuclear Issues 

 

495-10 Half don't know dementia can be a direct cause of death (Click for Details)  
(Britain) The data shows that people are more concerned about developing dementia 

in the future than they are cancer, despite half (49%) not being aware that it can result 

in death. (YouGov)  

July 25, 2017  
4.11 Society » Health 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-5
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495-11 Britons back age limits for watching online pornography (Click for Details) 

(Britain) More than eight in ten think there should be an age limit for accessing adult content over the internet 

(YouGov)  

July 23, 2017  
4.6 Society » Media/ New Media 

4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

 NORTH AMERICA 

 

495-12 U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the American 

Dream (Click for Details) 

(USA) The early days of Donald Trump‟s presidency have been an anxious time for many Muslim Americans, 

according to a new Pew Research Center survey. Overall, Muslims in the United States perceive a lot of 

discrimination against their religious group, are leery of Trump and think their fellow Americans do not see 

Islam as part of mainstream U.S. society. (Pew Research Center)  

JULY 26, 2017  
4.1 Society » Religion 
4.3 Society » Ethnicity 
 

495-13 From Brexit to Zika: What Do Americans Know? (Click for Details)  
(USA) The latest Pew Research Center News IQ quiz finds that many Americans 

struggle when it comes to identifying some major political figures, though a majority 

knows that Paul Ryan is speaker of the House of Representatives. (Pew Research 

Center) 

JULY 25, 2017 
2.4 Foreign Affairs & Security » Terrorism 

 

495-14 Social Liberals Nearly Tie Social Conservatives in U.S.(Click for Details) 
(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Gallup's annual measurement of how Americans describe their views on 

social issues finds social liberals nearly tying with social conservatives for the fifth straight year. This is a 

change from 2001 through 2012 when social conservatives had the clear lead, including by 17-percentage-

point margins in 2009 and 2010. (Gallup USA)  

July 28, 2017  
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 
1.4 Domestic Politics » Political Parties 

 

495-15 U.S. Confidence in Military Reflects Perceived Competency (Click for Details)  

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans have given the military the highest 

confidence rating of any institution in American society for nearly two decades. 

Asked to explain these positive views, Americans cite their perceptions of the 

professional and competent way in which the military has executed its 

responsibilities, followed by a focus on the importance of what the military does for 

the country. (Gallup USA)  

July 27, 2017  
1.5 Domestic Politics » National Image/ Trust 

 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-11
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495-16 Diabetes Rate Greatest Among Transportation Workers (Click for Details) 
(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- U.S. transportation workers led all major occupation types by a large margin 

in their 2016 diabetes rate, at 10.3%. This is double the rate seen among physicians (5.1%), the occupation 

with the lowest reported prevalence. Farmers/Fishers/Foresters reported the second-highest rate, at 8.5%. 

(Gallup USA)  

July 26, 2017  
4.11 Society » Health 

 

495-17 Record in U.S. Say Smoking, Secondhand Smoke Very Harmful (Click for Details)  
(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans are more likely to believe smoking is very 

harmful to adults who smoke (85%) than to say secondhand smoke is very harmful to 

adults (59%). Both percentages are the highest in Gallup's trend, although not 

substantially different from prior measurements. (Gallup USA) 

July 25, 2017  
4.11 Society » Health 

 

495-18 Confidence in Economy Remains Slightly Positive in U.S. (Click for Details)  
(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans continue to evaluate the economy slightly more positively than 

negatively, with Gallup's U.S. Economic Confidence Index averaging +4 last week. Since late March, 

Americans' assessments of the economy have been largely stable, with weekly averages of Gallup's U.S. 

Economic Confidence Index typically ranging between +3 and +5. (Gallup USA) 

July 25, 2017  
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

495-19 Support for Banning Public Smoking Holding Steady in U.S. (Click for Details) 
(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Slightly fewer than six in 10 Americans (57%) say smoking in all public 

places should be illegal, virtually unchanged since 2011. Most of the rest, 41%, think it should not be illegal in 

public. (Gallup USA) 

July 24, 2017  
4.11 Society » Health 

 

495-20 Trump Has Averaged 50% or Higher Job Approval in 17 States (Click for Details)  
(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- President Donald Trump, who has averaged 40% job 

approval since his inauguration, received approval ratings of 50% or higher in 17 

states in the first half of 2017. Residents in an equal number of states gave him 

approval ratings below 40%. In 16 states, his ratings ranged between 40% and 49%. 

(Gallup USA) 

July 24, 2017  

3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  

 

 AUSTRALASIA 
 

495-21 Where are the Biggest Mortgages in Australia? (Click for Details) 
(Australia) New research from Roy Morgan Research has identified Sydney as having the highest outstanding 

mortgages – followed closely by Perth. Overall Australians have 1 trillion dollars in mortgage debt- this 

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-16
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-17
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-18
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-19
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-20
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/495.htm#495-43-21
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equates to a median outstanding mortgage of $228,800 for every owner occupier mortgage holder. (Roy 

Morgan)  

July 28, 2017  
3.8 Economy » Enterprise/ Investments 

 

495-22 Superannuation balance of intending retirees increasing, but females still 

lag (Click for Details)  
(Australia) New research shows superannuation balances have increased for both men 

and women over the last nine years, but the progress of female intending retirees‟ 

balances is slow resulting in balances still well below that of males. (Roy Morgan)

  

July 28, 2017  
3.3 Economy » Employment Issues  

 

495-23 It’s Official: Australians are concerned about security (Click for Details)  
(Australia) Turnbull Government‟s move to consolidate security agencies into new 

Home Affairs „super‟ Ministry a deft response to rising community fears (Roy 

Morgan)  

July 25, 2017  
2.4 Foreign Affairs & Security » Terrorism 

 

 MULTI-COUNTRY STUDIES 

  

495-24 Google tops YouGov’s inaugural global brand health rankings (Click for Details) 
Google has topped the first-ever YouGov BrandIndex global brand health rankings. In a list dominated by 

online brands, the search giant ranks the highest across 30 countries ahead of sister company YouTube in 

second and Facebook in third. (YouGov)  

July 26, 2017 
4.11 Society » Health 
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Topic of the week: 
U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but 

Continue to Believe in the American Dream 
 This page is devoted to opinions of countries whose polling activity is generally not known very widely or where a recent  

topical issue requires special attention. 

 

U.S. Muslims Concerned About Their Place in Society, but Continue to Believe in the 

American Dream 
  

The early days of Donald Trump‟s presidency have been an 

anxious time for many Muslim Americans, according to a new Pew 

Research Center survey. Overall, Muslims in the United States 

perceive a lot of discrimination against their religious group,are 

leery of Trump and think their fellow Americans do not see Islam 

as part of mainstream U.S. society. (Pew Research Center)    

JULY 26, 2017  

 

 

 

At the same time, however, Muslim Americans express a persistent streak of optimism and positive feelings. 

Overwhelmingly, they say they are proud to be Americans, believe that hard work generally brings success in 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-13/
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this country and are satisfied with the way things are going in their own lives – even if they are not satisfied 

with the direction of the country as a whole. 

 

 

Indeed, nearly two-thirds of Muslim Americans say they are dissatisfied with the way things are going in the 

U.S. today. And about three-quarters say Donald Trump is unfriendly toward Muslims in America. On both of 

these counts, Muslim opinion has undergone a stark reversal since 2011, when Barack Obama was president, 

at which point most Muslims thought the country was headed in the right direction and viewed the president 

as friendly toward them. 

In addition, half of Muslim Americans say it has become harder to be Muslim in the U.S. in recent years. And 

48% say they have experienced at least one incident of discrimination in the past 12 months. 

But alongside these reports of discrimination, a similar – and growing – share (49%) of Muslim Americans 

say someone has expressed support for them because of their religion in the past year. And 55% think 

Americans in general are friendly toward U.S. Muslims, compared with just 14% who say they are unfriendly. 

Despite the concerns and perceived challenges they face, 89% of Muslims say they are bothproud to be 

American and proud to be Muslim. Fully eight-in-ten say they are satisfied with the way things are going in 

their lives. And a large majority of U.S. Muslims continue to profess faith in the American dream, with 70% 

saying that most people who want to get ahead can make it in America if they are willing to work hard. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-12/
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These are among the key findings of Pew Research Center‟s new survey of U.S. Muslims, conducted Jan. 23 

to May 2, 2017, on landlines and cellphones, among a representative sample of 1,001 Muslim adults living in 

the United States. This is the third time Pew Research Center has conducted a comprehensive survey of U.S. 

Muslims. The Center‟s initial survey of Muslim Americans was conducted in 2007; the second survey took 

place in 2011. 

The new survey asked U.S. Muslims about a wide variety of topics, including religious beliefs and practices, 

social values, views on extremism and political preferences. While the survey finds that a majority disapprove 

of the way Trump is handling his job, this is not the first time the community has looked askance at a 

Republican in the White House. Indeed, Muslim Americans are no more disapproving of Trump today than 

they were of George W. Bush‟s performance in office during his second term a decade ago. 

And while Muslims say they face a variety of challenges and obstacles in the U.S., this too is nothing new. 

The share of U.S. Muslims who say it is getting harder to be a Muslim in America has hovered around 50% 

over the past 10 years. Over the same period, half or more of Muslims have consistently said that U.S. media 

coverage of Muslims is unfair. 

The Muslim population in the U.S. is growing and highly diverse, made up largely of immigrants and the 

children of immigrants from all across the world. Indeed, respondents in the survey hail from at least 75 

nations – although the vast majority are now U.S. citizens. As a group, Muslims are younger and more racially 

diverse than the general population. 

Muslims also are quite varied in their religious allegiances and observances. Slightly more than half of U.S. 

Muslims are Sunnis (55%), but significant minorities identify as Shiite (16%) or as “just Muslim” (14%). 

Most Muslims say religion is very important in their lives (65%), and about four-in-ten (42%) say they pray 

five times a day. But many others say religion is less important to them and that they are not so consistent in 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-11/
http://www.people-press.org/2007/05/22/muslim-americans-middle-class-and-mostly-mainstream/
http://www.people-press.org/2011/08/30/muslim-americans-no-signs-of-growth-in-alienation-or-support-for-extremism/
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performing salah, the ritual prayers that constitute one of the Five Pillars of Islam and traditionally are 

performed five times each day. 

The survey also shows that Muslims largely share the general public‟s concerns about religious extremism. 

Indeed, if anything, Muslims may be more concerned than non-Muslims about extremism in the name of 

Islam. Yet most Muslims say there is little support for extremism within the U.S. Muslim community, and few 

say they think violence against civilians can be justified in pursuit of religious, political or social causes. 

Muslims concerned about extremism, both globally and in U.S. 

Overall, eight-in-ten Muslims (82%) say they are either very concerned (66%) or somewhat concerned (16%) 

about extremism in the name of Islam around the world. This is similar to the percentage of the U.S. general 

public that shares these concerns (83%), although Muslims are more likely than U.S. adults overall to say they 

are very concerned about extremism in the name of Islam around the world (66% vs. 49%). 

About seven-in-ten Muslims – and a similar share of Americans overall – are concerned about extremism in 

the name of Islam in the U.S., including roughly half of U.S. Muslims (49%) who say they are very concerned 

about domestic extremism. 

Among both Muslims and the larger U.S. public, concern about extremism around the world is higher now 

than it was in 2011 (see Chapter 5 for details on trends over time). 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/terrorism-and-concerns-about-extremism
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While concern about extremism has risen, there is little change in perceptions of how much support for 

extremism exists among Muslims in the United States. Nearly three-quarters of U.S. Muslims (73%) say there 

is little or no support for extremism among American Muslims, while about one-in-six say there is either a 

“fair amount” (11%) or a “great deal” (6%) of support for extremism within the U.S. Muslim community. 

The overall American public is more divided on this question. While 54% of U.S. adults say there is little or 

no support for extremism among Muslim Americans, roughly a third (35%) say there is at least a “fair 

amount” of backing for extremism among U.S. Muslims, including 11% who think there is a “great deal.” 

(For more information about how the U.S. public views Muslims and Islam, see Chapter 7.) 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-00/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/how-the-u-s-general-public-views-muslims-and-islam
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When is killing civilians seen as justifiable? 

To better understand what some people had in mind when answering this question about targeting and killing 

civilians for political, social or religious reasons, Pew Research Center staff called back a small number of 

respondents and conducted non-scientific follow-up interviews. Many respondents – both Muslims and non-

Muslims – who said violence against civilians can sometimes or often be justified said they had in mind 

situations other than terrorism, such as military action or self-defense. For more details on this question, 

see Chapter 5. 

When asked whether targeting and killing civilians can be justified to further a political, social or religious 

cause, 84% of U.S. Muslims say such tactics can rarely (8%) or never (76%) be justified, while 12% say such 

violence can sometimes (7%) or often (5%) be justified. 

This question was designed to be asked of the general public as well. Compared with the U.S. public as a 

whole, Muslims are more likely to say targeting and killing civilians for political, social or religious reasons 

is never justifiable (76% vs. 59%). Roughly equal shares of Muslims (5%) and Americans as a whole (3%) 

say such tactics are often justified (the difference between these numbers is not statistically 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-01/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/terrorism-and-concerns-about-extremism
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significant).1

 

While U.S. Muslims are concerned about extremism and overwhelmingly opposed to the use of violence 

against civilians, they also are somewhat mistrustful of law enforcement officials and skeptical of the integrity 

of government sting operations. About four-in-ten U.S. Muslims (39%) believe most Muslims who have been 

arrested in the U.S. on suspicion of plotting terrorist acts posed a real threat. But three-in-ten (30%) say law 

enforcement officers have arrested mostly people who were tricked and did not pose a real threat. And an 

additional three-in-ten volunteer that “it depends” or offer another response or no response. Views on this 

topic among the general public are less divided: A majority of U.S. adults (62%) say officers in sting 

operations have mostly arrested people who posed a real threat to others. 

Meanwhile, about a third of Muslim Americans say they are either very worried (15%) or somewhat worried 

(20%) that the government monitors their phone calls and emails because of their religion. However, on a 

different question – which does not mention religion – Muslims actually are less likely than Americans overall 

to think the government is monitoring them: About six-in-ten Muslims (59%) say it is either very likely or 

somewhat likely that the government monitors their communications, compared with 70% of the general 

public. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/#fn-28356-1
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/#fn-28356-1
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00_new-04/
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Roughly half of Muslims say they have experienced recent discrimination 

 

In addition to gauging broad concerns about discrimination, the survey also asked Muslims whether they 

personally have experienced a few specific kinds of discrimination within the past year. The share of U.S. 

Muslims who say they have faced at least one of these types of discrimination has risen modestly in recent 

years. 

About a third of Muslims, for example, say they have been treated with suspicion over the past 12 months 

because of their religion. Nearly one-in-five say they have been called offensive names or singled out by 

airport security, while one-in-ten say they have been singled out by other law enforcement officials. And 6% 

say they have even been physically threatened or attacked. 

In total, nearly half of Muslims (48%) say they have experienced at least one of these types of discrimination 

over the past year, which is up slightly from 2011 (43%) and 2007 (40%). In addition, nearly one-in-five U.S. 

Muslims (18%) say they have seen anti-Muslim graffiti in their local community in the last 12 months. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-10/
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Experiences with discriminatory treatment are especially common among those whose appearance identifies 

them as Muslim. Overall, about four-in-ten Muslims (38%) – including half of Muslim women (49%) – say 

that on a typical day, there is something distinctive about their appearance, voice or clothing that people might 

associate with Muslims. Of those whose appearance is identifiably Muslim, nearly two-thirds (64%) say they 

have experienced at least one of the specific types of discrimination asked about in the survey. Among 

Muslims who say they do not have a distinctively Muslim appearance, fewer report these types of experiences 

(39%). 

While roughly half of Muslims say they have experienced a specific instance of discrimination over the past 

year, a similar share (49%) say someone has expressed support for them because they are Muslim in the past 

12 months. The percentage of U.S. Muslims who report this type of experience is up significantly since 2011 

(37%) and 2007 (32%). 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-09/
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In their own words: What Muslims said about discrimination and support 

Pew Research Center staff called back some of the Muslim American respondents in this survey to get 

additional thoughts on some of the topics covered. Here is a sampling of what they said about their 

experiences with discrimination and the expressions of support they have received: 

“I have definitely experienced both [discrimination and support]. I‟ve had people make comments and of 

course they‟ll give me weird looks and things like that. But I‟ve definitely heard people [make] rude 

comments straight to my face. I‟ve also had people say really nice things about my hijab, or say it‟s beautiful 

or say they think my religion is beautiful.” – Muslim woman under 30 

 

“There was a time where I used to wear a veil that covered my face, the niqab, and I take public 

transportation, and when I was on a bus someone claimed I was a terrorist. I did not know what to do because 

no one ever called me that. The person was sitting near me, and I remember getting off the bus. No one came 

to my defense and I did not expect anyone to come to my defense. If you cover your face, people assume you 

are dangerous. I don‟t wear the niqab anymore. … I heard a woman took a bus and she wore niqab and got 

attacked. People were worried for my safety, and I did not want to take a chance. I wear the hijab [covering 

the hair, but not face] now. This happened a year ago and after that I stopped wearing a niqab. Now, I get 

questions a lot, but people are not afraid. [When wearing the niqab], people assumed I was not born here and 

don‟t speak English. Even wearing hijab I get that. But with hijab, there is curiosity but not discrimination.” – 

Muslim woman under 30 

 

“I have lived in this country for 15 years and have never had a bad experience because of my religion or 

faith.” – Muslim woman over 60 

 

“I have never experienced discrimination in a direct or targeted way. Things have been very good. But 

sometimes I see someone looking at me funny because of my accent and the way I look, and it makes me a 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-08/
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little uncomfortable. But I have a lot of support. Everyone I work with supports me, so I have many people 

who can help.” – Muslim man under 30 

 

“I have a lot of friends, and just community members, who are very open – who are glad to have this kind of 

diversity in their community, where there aren‟t a lot of Muslims at all. I‟m probably the only Muslim they 

know or they‟ll ever know. And they‟re glad for that, and they like to give support and be there.” – Muslim 

man under 30 

“Occasionally [my daughter] would say kids make fun of her. Or the kids would ask, „Are you bald under 

hijab?‟ „Why don‟t you show your hair?‟ … [While attending a parade], a couple from [the South] engaged 

my daughter, and my wife was sitting on one bench and my other daughter and I were sitting on another. And 

she started asking her, „Does your dad make you wear this?‟ And my daughter was prepared to respond and 

said, „Nope. This is my choice. He supports me. It‟s not required. My mom doesn‟t wear it. But I wear it 

because I choose to wear it.‟ I think those types of experiences are something she goes through, and I think we 

basically reassure her every time that we get an opportunity: „This is what you‟ve chosen to do. Now you have 

chosen to express yourself, and we stand by you 100%. This is America and everyone is free to choose to live 

the way they choose.‟” – Muslim father 

Muslims leery of Trump 

 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-07/
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The relationship between Donald Trump and the U.S. Muslim community has received a lot of media 

coverage, especially following Trump‟s statement during the campaign that he would seek a “total and 

complete shutdown of Muslims entering the United States” and his executive order blocking travel from six 

Muslim-majority countries. 2 

About three-quarters of Muslim Americans (74%) say the nation‟s new chief executive is unfriendly toward 

their group, while two-thirds (65%) say they disapprove of the way Trump is handling his job as president. 

U.S. Muslim opinion on the sitting president has turned dramatically since 2011, when Muslims expressed 

much more positive views of Barack Obama. 

In 2007, near the end of his second term, George W. Bush received approval ratings from U.S. Muslims that 

were about as low as Trump‟s today. Respondents in that survey were not asked whether they thought Bush 

was friendly toward Muslim Americans. 

 

In the new survey, respondents were asked whether Trump makes them feel four emotions – two positive 

(hope and happiness) and two negative (worry and anger). Fully two-thirds of Muslim Americans (68%) say 

the president makes them feel worried, and 45% say he makes them feel angry. Far fewer say the president 

makes them feel hopeful (26%) or happy (17%). 

Muslim Americans are less likely than the public as a whole to say Trump makes them feel hopeful (26% vs. 

40%) or happy (17% vs. 30%), but about as likely to say Trump makes them feel worried or angry. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/#fn-28356-2
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-03/
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Muslims proud to be American, but say they face significant challenges in U.S. society 

 

U.S. Muslims express pride in their religious and national identities alike. Fully 97% agree with the statement, 

“I am proud to be Muslim.” Nearly as many (92%) say they agree with the statement, “I am proud to be an 

American.” In total, 89% agree with bothstatements, saying they are proud to be Muslim and proud to be 

American. Just 6% say they are proud to be Muslim and not proud to be American, and 1% say they are proud 

to be American and not proud to be Muslim. 

 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-06/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-05/
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At the same time, many Muslims say they face a variety of significant challenges in making their way in 

American society. Fully half say that it has become more difficult to be Muslim in the U.S. in recent years, 

and an additional 44% say the difficulty or ease of being Muslim has not changed very much. Just 3% 

volunteer that it has become easier to be Muslim in America. 

Muslims who say it has become more difficult to be Muslim in the U.S. in recent years were asked to 

describe, in their own words, the main reasons for this. The most common responses include statements about 

Muslim extremists in other countries, misconceptions and stereotyping about Islam among the U.S. public, 

and Trump‟s attitudes and policies toward Muslims. (For full details, see here.) 

 

Most Muslims (60%) also perceive media coverage of Muslims and Islam as unfair, and a similar share (62%) 

think the American people as a whole do not see Islam as part of mainstream American society. These views 

are largely echoed by U.S. adults overall, many of whom agree that media coverage of Muslims is unfair and 

say they personally do not see Islam as part of mainstream society. 

But tension is not the only thing that defines the relationship between Muslims and the rest of the U.S. 

population. Six-in-ten U.S. Muslims say they have a lot in common with most Americans. And Muslims are 

much more likely to say the American people, in general, are friendly toward Muslims in the country (55%) 

than to view Americans as a whole as unfriendly (14%). (Three-in-ten say Americans are generally neutral 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/the-muslim-american-experience-in-the-trump-era#muslim-americans-were-asked
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-04/
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toward Muslims.) Moreover, U.S. Muslims have become slightly more likely to view the American public as 

friendly toward them since 2011, when 48% took this position. 

Muslim women more concerned than men about their place in society 

 

 

The survey finds a consistent gender gap on several questions about what it is like to be a Muslim in America, 

showing that Muslim women have a higher level of concern than Muslim men about the place of Muslims in 

U.S. society. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-05/
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For example, more Muslim women than men say that there is a lot of discrimination against Muslims in the 

U.S. today, that they have personally experienced discrimination and that it has become more difficult to be 

Muslim in the U.S. in recent years. 

In addition, more Muslim women than men say Donald Trump makes them angry or worried, and more 

women than men say both Trump and the Republican Party are unfriendly toward Muslim Americans. 

Muslim women are more likely than Muslim men to say that they are dissatisfied with the way things are 

going in the country and that media coverage of Muslims is unfair. Meanwhile, more Muslim men than 

women say that they have a lot in common with most Americans and that the American people in general are 

friendly toward Muslim Americans. 

In their own words: What Muslims said about their place in America 

Pew Research Center staff called back some of the Muslim American respondents in this survey to get 

additional thoughts on some of the topics covered. Here is a sampling of what they said about what it is like to 

be a Muslim in the United States in 2017: 

“One of the things I noticed as I was going through this [survey] process … as a result of things [such as] … 

Muslims spying on our own population, electronic monitoring, the Muslim lists, I noticed I was actually self-

censoring. I was very nervous about providing the feedback initially. … It‟s one of those underlying 

subliminal things that just happens. Because you feel like you‟re in a constant state of nervousness. … It‟s 

something that is prevalent across the community.” – Immigrant Muslim man 

“I don‟t really feel like I have a lot in common with most Americans. It depends on their upbringing, their 

race, everything like that. I think that we have a lot of different ideals, and we believe a lot of different things. 

… So I do feel a lot different, a sense of not fitting in as much.” – Muslim woman under 30 

“What I have in common with most Americans is a dedication to this country. We also have in common our 

shared humanity. … We‟re all struggling to earn, pay our taxes and raise our kids. More and more, I‟m 

finding it hard to find common ground with people who don‟t understand minority communities. The 

minorities are becoming the majority, and I know that‟s hard for some people. I feel sympathy for them; 

empathy as well. But they need to accept this new reality.” – Muslim woman in her 40s 

“There is so much attention drawn to people being Muslim and symbols of Islam, hijab being one of them. We 

have to take extra caution scanning our surroundings – know where we are, who is around and what kind of 

thoughts they might hold for Islam, about Islam or against Islam. Especially when the Muslim ban was 

introduced the first time around, I literally felt like the persecution had started. Because we had read the 

history of Europe and what happened to the Jewish people in Germany. These little steps lead to bigger issues 

later on. So, we really felt like we were threatened. And, fortunately, the justice system stopped 

implementation. And later on people stopped talking about it, and after a while it seemed like things might be 

getting better.” – Immigrant Muslim man 

“I see some immigrants – and not just Muslims, they could be Latinos too – who don‟t adapt well to their new 

country and don‟t want to be part of American society. They stick with others like themselves because they‟re 

afraid and feel strange here. But that‟s not me. I am completely American, and I feel at home here. When I 

first came here, I went to high school and that helped me to become more fully American and to adapt to the 

culture. I feel like I have a lot in common with the people I meet and know here, and I feel completely 
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comfortable here. When you arrive in America as an immigrant, you have to let your past go, or else you 

won‟t be able to become a part of your new country.” – Muslim man under 30 

“I‟d say it‟s been increasingly difficult, really. You almost get that post-9/11 atmosphere in the United States 

because of the suppression, really, of minorities and minorities‟ thoughts and voices. People like the alt-right 

or ultraconservative Trump supporters now have a larger voice that was suppressed just years ago, and now 

they‟re really allowed to make heard what they think about Muslims and minorities in general. So it‟s a lot of 

tensions have been rising and fears that we‟re going backward.” – Muslim man under 30 

Muslim demographics: A diverse and young population 

Muslims represent a relatively small but rapidly growing portion of the U.S. religious landscape. Pew 

Research Center estimates that there are 3.35 million Muslims of all ages living in the U.S. – up from about 

2.75 million in 2011 and 2.35 million in 2007. This means Muslims currently make up roughly 1% of the U.S. 

population. (For more information about how many Muslims live in the U.S. and about how Pew Research 

Center calculates these figures, see Chapter 1.) 

Muslim Americans are largely an immigrant population: Roughly six-in-ten U.S. Muslims ages 18 and over 

(58%) were born outside the U.S., with origins spread throughout the world. The most common region of 

origin for Muslim immigrants is South Asia, where one-in-five U.S. Muslims were born, including 9% who 

were born in Pakistan. An additional 13% of U.S. Muslims were born elsewhere in the Asia-Pacific region 

(including Iran), 14% in the Middle East or North Africa, and 5% in sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/demographic-portrait-of-muslim-americans
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-04/
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Due in no small part to their wide range of geographic origins, U.S. Muslims are a racially and ethnically 

diverse population. No single racial group forms a majority, with about four-in-ten Muslim adults (41%) 

identifying as white (including Arabs and people of Middle Eastern ancestry), 28% identifying as Asian 

(including people of Pakistani or Indian descent) and one-in-five identifying as black or African American. 

 

The data also show that Muslim Americans are a very young group. Most Muslim adults (60%) are under the 

age of 40. By comparison, just 38% of the U.S. adult population as a whole is younger than 40. 

Three-in-ten Muslims (31%) are college graduates, which is on par with the share of U.S. adults as a whole 

who have completed college. But Muslim immigrants are, on average, more highly educated than both U.S.-

born Muslims and the U.S. public as a whole. (For more on the demographics of the U.S. Muslim population, 

see Chapter 1.) 

Muslims say their faith is not only about beliefs and rituals 

The diversity of Muslims in the U.S. extends to religious beliefs and practices as well. While nearly all 

Muslims say they are proud to be Muslim, they are not of one mind about what is essential to being Muslim, 

and their levels of religious practice vary widely. 

Most U.S. Muslims (64%) say there is more than one true way to interpret Islam. They also are more likely to 

say traditional understandings of Islam need to be reinterpreted in light of modern contexts (52%) than to say 

traditional understandings are all that is needed (38%). 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-06/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/demographic-portrait-of-muslim-americans
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Muslims also were asked whether each of eight actions and behaviors is an “essential” part of what being 

Muslim means to them, an “important but not essential” part or “not an important” part. Fully 85% of 

Muslims say believing in God is essential to what being Muslim means to them, more than say the same about 

any other item in the survey. And nearly three-quarters say “loving the Prophet Muhammad” is essential to 

what being Muslim means to them. 

 

 

Yet many U.S. Muslims say that for them, personally, being Muslim is about more than these core religious 

beliefs. Roughly seven-in-ten, for instance, say “working for justice and equality in society” is an essential 

part of their Muslim identity, and 62% say the same about “working to protect the environment” – which is 

higher than the share of U.S. Christians who said protecting the environment is essential to their Christian 

identity in response to a similar question (22%). 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-03/
http://www.pewforum.org/2016/04/12/religion-in-everyday-life/
http://www.pewforum.org/2016/04/12/religion-in-everyday-life/
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In other ways, though, U.S. Muslims look similar to U.S. Christians – on average, the two groups show 

roughly equal levels of religious commitment. About two-thirds of U.S. Muslims (65%), for instance, say 

religion is very important in their lives, as do 68% of Christians, according to Pew Research Center‟s 2014 

Religious Landscape Study. And 43% of Muslim Americans say they attend a mosque on a weekly basis, on 

par with the 45% of U.S. Christians who have described themselves as weekly churchgoers in recent surveys. 

Another 12% of U.S. Muslims say they go to a mosque monthly, and one-in-five (20%) say they go to a 

mosque a few times a year, especially for important Muslim holidays such as Eids.3 (For more information on 

Eid and other terms, see the glossary.) 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-02/
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/u-s-public-becoming-less-religious/
http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/u-s-public-becoming-less-religious/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/#fn-28356-3
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/appendix-a-glossary
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The survey also shows that eight-in-ten Muslim Americans say they fast during the Islamic holy month of 

Ramadan. And roughly four-in-ten Muslims (42%) say they pray all five salah daily, with another 17% saying 

they make some of the five salah each day. (Salah is a form of ritual prayer or observance performed 

throughout the day, and praying salah is one of the Five Pillars of Islam. For more information, see 

the glossary.) 

Social values: Growing acceptance of homosexuality 

 

American Muslims, like the U.S. public as a whole, have become much more accepting of homosexuality in 

recent years. In the first Pew Research Center survey of Muslims, in 2007, far more Muslims said 

homosexuality should be discouraged by society (61%) than said it should be accepted (27%). By 2011, 

Muslims were roughly evenly split on this question. Today, Muslims who say homosexuality should be 

accepted by society clearly outnumber those who say it should be discouraged (52% vs. 33%). 

While Muslims remain somewhat more conservative than the general public on views toward homosexuality, 

they are more ideologically liberal than U.S. adults overall when it comes to immigration and the size of 

government. About eight-in-ten U.S. Muslims believe that immigrants strengthen the country with their hard 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/appendix-a-glossary
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-07/
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work and talent (79%), which is perhaps not surprising, given that most Muslims are themselves immigrants. 

And two-thirds of Muslim Americans (67%) say they prefer a larger government that provides more services 

over a smaller government that provides fewer services. 

 

On some other issues, the views of U.S. Muslims mirror those of the larger public. Like Americans overall, 

most Muslims rank being a good parent as “one of the most important things” in their lives, and they tend to 

rate having a successful career and living a very religious life as at least somewhat important but not 

necessarily among the most important things in life. 

Political preferences: Muslims are strongly Democratic 

 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-08/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00-01/
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Two-thirds of U.S. Muslims either identify as Democrats or lean toward the Democratic Party; far fewer 

(13%) identify as Republican or lean toward the GOP. Muslims favored the Democratic Party over the GOP 

by comparable margins in both previous Pew Research Center surveys. 

 

When asked how they voted in last year‟s presidential election, three-quarters of Muslim voters (78%) say 

they backed Hillary Clinton, 8% say they voted for Trump, and 14% say they voted for another candidate or 

decline to say how they voted. Clinton‟s 70-point margin of victory over Trump among Muslims falls short of 

Barack Obama‟s margin over John McCain; in the 2011 survey, 92% of U.S. Muslim voters said they cast 

ballots for Obama in 2008, compared with just 4% who reported voting for McCain. In 2007, 71% of U.S. 

Muslims said they voted for John Kerry in 2004, compared with 14% who voted for George W. Bush. 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00_new-03/
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Overall, 44% of U.S. Muslims say they voted in the 2016 election.4 Nearly one-in-five Muslim adults living 

in the U.S. (18%) are not U.S. citizens, and thus not eligible to vote. In addition, one-in-four Muslims are 

citizens but are not registered to vote (25%), and 13% of Muslims are registered voters who stayed home on 

Election Day.5 

Two-thirds of Muslims (65%) say they do not think there is a natural conflict between the teachings of Islam 

and democracy, while three-in-ten say there is an inherent conflict between Islam and democracy. 

Those who say there is a conflict were asked to explain, in their own words, why they think Islam and 

democracy clash. Some say that Islam and democracy have fundamentally incompatible principles and values 

(40% of those who say there is a conflict), others say the apparent conflict is because non-Muslims don‟t 

understand Islam or because terrorists give Islam a bad name (16%), and still others say democracy is 

incompatible with all religion (9%). (For more details on responses to these questions, see Chapter 4.) 

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-

muslims/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/pf_2017-06-26_muslimamericans-00new-09/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/#fn-28356-4
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/#fn-28356-5
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/political-and-social-views
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/
http://www.pewforum.org/2017/07/26/findings-from-pew-research-centers-2017-survey-of-us-muslims/
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Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2017) 
A Quantitative Analysis 

A quantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 8 year period January 2007 – January 2014 

 

 
KEY STATISTICS 
 

1- Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues):  ~ 6,805 polls 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

2- Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: 

Governance, Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global leaders 

(USA and Emerging powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous 

 

3- Number of countries covered by one or more surveys:  ~ 178 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

4- Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied:  ~ 358 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

 


