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  Topic of the week: (Click for details) 

Who are we?  

Gilani’s Gallopedia is a weekly digest of opinions in a 
globalized world. It provides a one window access to 
Global Opinion Polls on a weekly basis. It is produced by 
a team of researchers led by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani, and is 
a not for profit public service. It is co-edited by 
Mohammad Zubair and Sara Salam. 
 
Our name reflects the rapid pace at which global polls are 
brought to the community of pollsters and other 
interested readers. Gilani’s Gallopedia is not related to 
any polling agency and makes its selection from any 
publically available poll based on its relevance to our 
reader’s interests. Over the years it has reported polls 
conducted by over 350 agencies and institutions.  
 

Contact Details: 
Sara Salam 
Assistant Manager 
Gilani Research Foundation 
Email: sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 
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TOPIC OF THE WEEK:  

People in the Philippines 

Still Favor U.S. Over 

China, but Gap Is 

Narrowing 

Countries are represented in blue; Polling organizations are represented in 
pink. For reference to source of each poll clicks to detail are provided in the text. 
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Asia Zone 
MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA; 

EAST ASIA   

 

 MENA  

503-1 Palestinians Concerned About Future, Disappointed Of Their Leadership (click for details)  

(Palestine) An overwhelming majority of Palestinians is worried about the future of 

liberties in Palestine, two-thirds demand the resignation of President Abbas, and half 

of the public views the Palestinian Authority as a burden on the Palestinian people; 

but the confrontations at the gates of al Haram al Sharif (Noble Sanctuary) increase 

confidence in popular non-violent resistance at a time when about three quarters 

believe that the Trump Administration is not serious about Palestinian-Israeli peace 

process. (PSR) 

September 19, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 

 

503-2 Vision 2030 sets great expectations for real estate investment in KSA (click for details) 

(KSA) New research reveals a significant number of investors and home buyers expect the Kingdom’s 

economic blueprint for a post-oil era to increase real estate market development. (YouGov) 

September 19, 2017 
3.8 Economy » Enterprise/ Investments 
 

 NORTHEAST ASIA 

503-3 China: Over 70% Concern Themselves More with Health and Preventive Medical Care Becomes 

the Major Trend (click for details) 

(China) In recent years, “One Health” has been extremely hot, and the pursuit of 

healthy by people goes beyond all time in the past. Following the continuous 

upgrading of people’s consumption structure, the wide adoption of two-child policy, 

and the arrival of the aging society, immense demand will emerge in a concentrated 

manner in time to come. The release of “Health China 2030” plan means “Health 

China” has formally become a “national strategy”, and the government will continue 

to increase its investment in health care in the future. (Ipsos Mori)  

September 08, 2017 
4.11 Society » Health 

 

 SOUTHEAST ASIA 

503-4 People in the Philippines Still Favor U.S. Over China, but Gap Is Narrowing (click for details) 

(Philippines) Rodrigo Duterte claimed the presidency of the Philippines in May 2016, and six months later 

Donald Trump won the U.S. presidency, capping a year of electoral surprises around the world. While 

Trump’s first months in office have had a major impact on worldwide perceptions of the U.S., people in the 

Philippines still like the U.S. and have confidence in its leader. But Filipinos also share positive views of 
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China and its leader, President Xi Jinping. And overall, the perception gap between the U.S. and China in the 

Philippines is narrowing. (Pew Research Center) 

September 21, 2017 
2.6 Foreign Affairs & Security » US image 

 

  Africa Zone 
 WEST AFRICA; EAST AFRICA; CENTRAL AFRICA;  

 SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

 SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA  

503-5 Ugandans overwhelmingly favour age limit for president, Afrobarometer 

survey shows (click for details) 

(Uganda) Three-fourths of Ugandans favour maintaining an age limit of 75 years for 

presidential candidates, a recent Afrobarometer survey shows. Well before the 

current heated public debate about the presidential age limit, Afrobarometer asked 

Ugandans last December/January about a range of proposed electoral reforms. 

Dropping the existing age limit is the only one that failed to register majority support.  (Afrobarometer) 

September 2017 
1.1 Domestic Politics » Elections 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 

 

Euro Americas Zone 
   EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; LATIN AMERICA  

& AUSTRALASIA 

 

 EAST EUROPE  

503-6 Russia: New crop cheapened the spending (click for details) 

(Russia) August turned out to be economical in terms of daily spending due to seasonal fall in fruit and 

vegetables prices. It means that slowdown in spending by 0,6% which Russians 

have demonstrated happened just because consumers have paid less for seasonal 

products. In spite of keen prices, consumers didn’t take the chance to stockpile 

products. The share of grocery in total spending basket have remained almost the 

same and amounted to 49%. Over the year total spending of Russians has increased 

by solid 9,7% which is almost three times higher than official inflation of 3,3%. 

Tangible contribution to annual increase was made by residents of the Central and Ural federal districts and 

Russians with mean income. (Romir) 

September 07, 2017 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 
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503-7 Russia: Tolerance exclusions (click for details) 

Most respondents in the majority of countries in the world sure that religious, cultural and racial supremacy 

doesn’t exist. Nonetheless, in some countries residents are at variance on this matter. Among them are 

Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, India, Kosovo, Mongolia, Russia, Serbia, Israel, Turkey, Ukraine. It was 

found out that some countries which residents opine that some cultures, religions and races have the edge over 

others. They include Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Philippines, Paraguay, Nigeria, Ghana, 

Macedonia. These are the results of the global poll held by Gallup International, the leading association in 

market research and polling, in 66 countries, including Russia and Ukraine where Romir holding is the 

exclusive representative of the network. (ROMIR) 

August 30, 2017 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

503-8 Russia And Korea: Ties And Mutual Representations (click for details) 

(Russia) The study reveals positive assessments of the development of relations between Russia and the 

Republic of Korea; the prospects for partner relationships are optimistic. (VCIOM) 

September 4, 2017 
2.12 Foreign Affairs and Security » Bi/Tri-lateral Relations 

 

503-9 Russia: What Inspires Volunteers? (click for details)  

(Russia) Volunteers are driven by non-material things such as leisure, the desire to be 

useful, and self-realization. (VCIOM) 

September 1, 2017 
4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle 

 

 WEST EUROPE 

503-10 Pre-Election, Germans Satisfied With Their Political System (click for details) 

(Germany) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- While most observers consider the rise of populism among some 

Western nations a poke in the eye to party establishments, ahead of their general election on Sunday, Germans 

are largely satisfied with their elected officials and with their political system as a whole. (Gallup USA) 

September 22, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

503-11 Brexit is seen as the biggest issue facing Britain (click for details)  

(UK) The September Ipsos MORI/Economist Issues Index shows wide concern about 

Brexit, and a fall in worry about the NHS. (Ipsos Mori) 

September 22, 2017 

 

503-12 Jeremy Corbyn’s leader image ratings improve since last conference season, Theresa May’s get 

worse (click for details) 

(UK) Jeremy Corbyn leads on honesty, personality, likeability and less out of touch, Theresa May ahead on 

patriotism, capable leader and good in a crisis (Ipsos Mori) 

September 21, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
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503-13 Public remain pessimistic about the health of Britain’s economy (click for details)  

(UK) A majority of Britons (52%) believe that the country’s economy will get worse 

over the next 12 months, according to the latest Ipsos MORI Political Monitor, little 

change from the last survey in July when 54% said things would get worse. One in 

five (21%) say the economy will improve over the next year (an improvement from 

14% in July) while a similar number (23%) say it will stay the same (down from 

28%). This leaves an Ipsos MORI Economic Optimism Index score (net get better 

minus get worse) of -31.  This is an improvement of nine points in the Index since 

July, but remains lower than the average score of -18 in the first five months of the year. (Ipsos MORI) 

September 20, 2017 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

503-14 Betting firm’s consumer perception suffers after record fine (click for details) 

Recently, 888.com was fined a record amount for failing vulnerable customers. Our brand tracking data 

underlines why the company, and perhaps the industry more generally, should be aware of how consumer 

opinion can change following negative new stories about how they go about their business.  (YouGov) 

September 22, 2017 
3.1 Economy » Perceptions on Performance/ Well-Being 

 

503-15 What do the public think are the real Great Offices of State? (click for details)  

The four Great Offices of State are traditionally the Prime Minister, Chancellor, 

Foreign and Home Secretaries. But what do the public think are the most important 

Cabinet positions? (YouGov) 

September 17, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

503-16 Why the Lib Dems couldn’t capitalise on Brexit at the election (and where they go from here) (click 

for details) 

(UK) The Lib Dems' attempt to style themselves as "the party of the 48%" was fraught with difficulty, put it 

may pay off yet. (YouGov) 

September 18, 2017 
1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance 
1.4 Domestic Politics » Political Parties 

 

 NORTH AMERICA  

503-17 Science News and Information Today (click for details)  

A majority of Americans rely on general outlets for science news but more say 

specialty sources get the facts right about science. (Pew Research Center)  

September 20, 2017 
4.10 Society » Education  
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503-18 Still in Limbo: About a Million Asylum Seekers Await Word on Whether They Can Call Europe 

Home (click for details) 

About a million people (1.1 million) who sought asylum in Europe in 2015 and 2016 still did not know by 

Dec. 31, 2016, whether they would be allowed to stay, according to new Pew Research Center estimates based 

on government data. Those in limbo make up about half (52%) of the 2.2 million1 people who applied for 

asylum during one of the largest refugee waves ever to arrive to the European Union, Norway and 

Switzerland. (Pew Research Center)  

September 20, 2017 
4.8 Society » Immigration/Refugees 
4.13 Society » Social Problems 
 

503-19 Democrats' Confidence in Mass Media Rises Sharply From 2016 (click for 

details)  

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Democrats' trust and confidence in the mass media 

to report the news "fully, accurately and fairly" has jumped from 51% in 2016 to 72% 

this year -- fueling a rise in Americans' overall confidence to 41%. Independents' trust 

has risen modestly to 37%, while Republicans' trust is unchanged at 14%. (Gallup 

USA) 

September 21, 2017 
4.6 Society » Media/ New Media 

 

503-20 Trust in Judicial Branch Up, Executive Branch Down (click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans are more trusting now than they were a year ago in the judicial 

branch of the federal government, while they have less trust in the executive branch, and their trust in the 

legislative branch has not changed. As is typically the case, Americans place the greatest faith in the judicial 

branch and the least in the legislative. (Gallup USA) 

September 20, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

503-21 Narrow Majority Trust Government to Handle Foreign Problems (click for 

details)  

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- A slim majority of Americans, 52%, now trust the 

U.S. federal government to handle international problems, the first time this figure 

has been at the majority level in five years. Fewer, 45%, trust the government to 

handle domestic problems, similar to last year but above the record-low 38% in 

2015. While these findings are far from the historical highs in Gallup's trend, trust in 

both areas has edged back up in recent years. (Gallup USA) 

September 20, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
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503-22 Economic Confidence Up Slightly as Expectations Brighten (click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans were slightly more confident in the economy last week, largely 

related to their brightening expectations for economic growth. Gallup's U.S. Economic Confidence Index 

finished at +5 for the week ending Sept. 17, up three points from the previous reading of +2. (Gallup USA) 

September 19, 2017 
3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection 

 

503-23 Emotional Benefits of Exercise Greater for Older Americans (click for details)  

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The amount of exercise that Americans get is 

closely linked to their level of optimism about their lives. However, this relationship 

is much stronger among older adults than it is among younger adults. U.S. adults 

aged 65 and older who report exercising regularly (30+ minutes at least three days 

the prior week) are 32% more likely than those who say they did not exercise at all to 

have high optimism. This compares with a 6% bump for those younger than 30 who 

exercise regularly. (Gallup USA) 

September 19, 2017 
4.11 Society » Health 

 

503-24 Seven in 10 Dissatisfied With Way U.S. Is Being Governed (click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- President Donald Trump vowed to "drain the swamp" in Washington if 

elected president, but so far, Americans' dissatisfaction with the way the nation is being governed shows no 

signs of easing. Twenty-eight percent are satisfied and 71% are dissatisfied, slightly more negative than last 

September when 33% were satisfied and 67% dissatisfied. (Gallup USA) 

September 18, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

503-25 Confidence in Public's Judgment Reverses Seven-Year Slide (click for details) 

(USA) WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The public's trust in the American people's judgment on national issues 

rebounded somewhat this year after a seven-year slide. Sixty-two percent of U.S. adults now have a "great 

deal" (14%) or "fair amount" (48%) of confidence and trust in their fellow citizens, up from 56% last year. 

(Gallup USA) 

September 21, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 

 

503-26 60% of Americans Believe the US is on the Wrong Track (click for details)  

(USA) A majority of Americans (60%) believe the US is on the wrong track, with 

only a quarter reporting we’re heading in the right direction (26%). A significant 

majority of both Democrats (83%) and Independents (69%) say the country is 

heading down the wrong track, while just over half of Republicans (53%) report the 

US is heading in the right direction.  (Ipsos Mori) 

September 20, 2017 
1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings 
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 AUSTRALASIA 

503-27 Terry White tops again for Pharmacy Satisfaction (click for details) 

(Australia) Terry White Chemists has again taken out top position in the Roy Morgan Pharmacy Satisfaction 

for July with a customer satisfaction rating of 90.3%, following on from a victory in June. (Roy Morgan) 

September 19, 2017 
4.11 Society » Health 

 

 MULTI-COUNTRY STUDY 

503-28 Global Perceptions of Development Progress: ‘Perils of Perceptions’ Research 
(click for details)  

These are the findings from a 28-country study conducted by Ipsos with the Gates 

Foundation. This study investigated knowledge of major development progress, 

expectations of the future and the main issues worrying the world at this moment. (Ipsos 

Mori) 

September 18, 2017 
3.6 Economy » Economic Globalization 
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Topic of the week: 
People in the Philippines Still Favor U.S. Over China, but Gap 

Is Narrowing 
 This issue provides 2 interesting poll findings and buzz monitoring on this subject 

 

People in the Philippines Still Favor U.S. Over China, but Gap Is Narrowing 
 

Duterte and his war on drugs are seen positively by most Filipinos - 
Rodrigo Duterte claimed the presidency of the Philippines in May 2016, 
and six months later Donald Trump won the U.S. presidency, capping a 
year of electoral surprises around the world. While Trump’s first months 
in office have had a major impact on worldwide perceptions of the U.S., 
people in the Philippines still like the U.S. and have confidence in its 
leader. But Filipinos also share positive views of China and its leader, 
President Xi Jinping. And overall, the perception gap between the U.S. 
and China in the Philippines is narrowing. (Pew Research Center) 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2017 

 

 
  

Despite efforts by Duterte to build better relations with China, Filipinos’ attitudes toward China and its leader 

have not changed much since 2015. But opinions of the U.S. and its president, though still strong, are down 

from their Obama-era highs. As of this spring, 78% in the Philippines have a positive view of the U.S., down 

from 92% who expressed positive sentiment in 2015. And despite Filipinos being the most pro-Trump nation 

in Pew Research Center’s spring 37-country survey, confidence in Trump now is lower than trust in then-

http://www.gilanifoundation.com/homepage/globalopinion/503.htm#503-43-29
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/06/26/u-s-image-suffers-as-publics-around-world-question-trumps-leadership/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_01/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/06/26/u-s-image-suffers-as-publics-around-world-question-trumps-leadership/


Gilani’s Gallopedia© 

Weekly digest of opinions in a globalized world (compiled since January 2007)  

September 2017 - Issue  503 

Page 10 of 20 

Disclaimer: Gilani’s Gallopedia is a not for profit activity and every effort has been made to give attribution to respective polling organizations. All material presented here is available 
elsewhere as public information. Readers may please visit the original source for further details. Gilani Research foundation does not bear any responsibility for accuracy of data or the 

methods and does not claim any proprietary rights benefits or responsibilities thereof. 

*Archives: Gilani’s Gallopedia has been compiled on a weekly basis since January 2007. Previous material is available upon request. Please contact 

sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 

 

President Barack Obama was in 2015. Currently, 69% have confidence in Trump to do the right thing in world 

affairs, compared with 94% who expressed such confidence in Obama in 2015. 

 
 

Despite these drops, people in the Philippines still support the U.S. military presence in the region and say that 

the U.S. would defend them should they get into a conflict with China. Three-quarters say having U.S. 

military personnel based in the Philippines is a good thing for the country and 68% assume the U.S. would use 

military force to defend their country from China. The U.S. has been involved militarily with the Philippines 

dating back to 1898, when U.S. forces seized the islands in the Spanish-American War. A U.S. military 

presence remains, despite Filipinos having gained their independence in 1946. 

In addition to continuing support of U.S. military backing for their nation, Filipinos in recent years have 

softened their stance on their sometimes fraught relationship with China. Today, two-thirds say having a 

strong economic relationship with China is more important for ties between the two nations, while 28% say 

being tough with China on territorial disputes is more vital. This represents a dramatic shift since this question 

was last asked in 2015; at that time, Filipinos were almost evenly divided between forging a strong economic 

relationship with China (43%) and being tough on territorial disputes (41%). 

And on global economic status, about half of Filipinos (49%) say that the U.S. is still the leading economic 

power, but that is down from 66% who said this in 2015. Meanwhile, a quarter now name China as the 

world’s leading economy, up from 14% the last time the Philippines was surveyed. 

In terms of international threats, as government forces continue to battle Islamic militants in the south of the 

country, seven-in-ten Filipinos say that ISIS poses a major threat to their country. While ISIS is named as the 

top threat in the Philippines, many in the country also see climate change (65%) and cyberattacks (64%) as 

http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_02/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/29/world/asia/rodrigo-duterte-philippines-isis-marawi-militant.html?_r=0
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/08/01/globally-people-point-to-isis-and-climate-change-as-leading-security-threats/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/08/01/globally-people-point-to-isis-and-climate-change-as-leading-security-threats/
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major security concerns for their country. And nearly half (47%) name China’s power and influence as a 

major threat, almost double the share of people in the Philippines who name the U.S. as a major threat (25%). 

 
 

Domestically, despite international concerns leveled by various governments regarding Duterte’s controversial 

clashes with drug cartels and potential human rights violations, the Filipino leader and his policies are widely 

popular. Fully 86% have a favorable view of Duterte himself, 78% support his handling of the illegal-drugs 

issue and 62% say that the Philippine government is making progress in its anti-drug campaign.1 Meanwhile, 

78% believe the current economic situation is good and 57% are satisfied with the direction of the country, a 

21-percentage-point increase from 2014, the last time this question was asked in the Philippines. 

These are among the main findings of a survey conducted by Pew Research Center in the Philippines from 

Feb. 26 to May 8, 2017, among a nationally representative sample of 1,000 adults. 

Duterte and his war on drugs garner widespread approval 

 
 

http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_03/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/#fn-38960-1
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_04/
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Since being elected in 2016, Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte has waged a war on drugs that has 

garnered international condemnation, including accusations of crimes against humanity by the International 

Criminal Court. Yet Pew Research Center’s 2017 survey finds that Duterte is well-liked domestically and his 

policies, including his approach to the war on drugs, are generally popular among Filipinos. A 57% majority 

say they are satisfied with the way things are going in their country, up from 36% three years ago. Moreover, 

78% believe that the economic situation in the Philippines is good, while only 20% say the economy is in bad 

shape. 

 
 

A large majority of Filipinos (86%) hold a favorable opinion of Duterte, with 41% holding a very favorable 

opinion of the president. Only 12% of Filipinos have an unfavorable view of Duterte. 

On five key domestic issues, around two-thirds or more approve of the job Duterte is doing. This includes 

80% who approve of Duterte’s handling of the economy and 78% who approve of his handling of illegal-drug 

issues. Large majorities also support his stance on crime, corruption and terrorism. Duterte’s handling of these 

issues garners widespread approval within the Philippines, regardless of demographic group. 

 
 

Even among those who view the president unfavorably, more than half approve of his handling of illegal 

drugs (59%), corruption (55%), terrorism (55%) and the economy (54%). Duterte’s detractors, however, tend 

to disapprove of his handling of crime (55%). 

http://thediplomat.com/2017/02/are-dutertes-drug-war-killings-crimes-against-humanity/
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/04/24/525393702/lawyer-in-philippines-accuses-president-duterte-of-crimes-against-humanity
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_05/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_06/
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In addition to approving of Duterte’s approach to the war on drugs, a majority (62%) believes the government 

is making progress in its campaign against illegal drugs, while 21% say that things are the same as they were 

in the past and 15% say the government is losing ground. 

 
While large majorities of both less-educated and more-educated Filipinos approve of Duterte’s handling of the 

illegal-drugs issue, these two groups differ on their views of the government’s overall progress in its fight 

against drugs. Filipinos with a secondary education or above (70%) are much more likely than those with a 

below-secondary education (49%) to say that the government is making progress in its campaign against 

illegal drugs. 

Duterte era sees narrowing of U.S.-China perception gap 

 
 

The Philippines is one of 16 official major non-NATO allies of the U.S. The two countries have maintained a 

strong military relationship for decades, but Duterte has made it a point to court the favor of China, sometimes 

at the cost of distancing his country from the U.S. Duterte’s balancing act between the two powers has 

received mostly positive reviews: 63% of Filipinos approve of his handling of relations with the U.S. and 53% 

approve of how he’s handled relations with China. 

http://www.pewglobal.org/?attachment_id=38979
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_08/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/22/120.32
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-10-20/china-hails-deal-with-duterte-to-restart-south-china-sea-talks
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In the Philippines, the public is still more favorable toward the U.S. than China. Roughly eight-in-ten (78%) 

have a positive view of the U.S., compared with 55% for China. But positive feelings toward the U.S. are 

down 14 percentage points since 2015 (when Barack Obama was the U.S. president), which coincides with 

a global decline in U.S. favorability at the beginning of the Donald Trump era. On the other hand, favorable 

opinion of China has changed little since 2015 and is up 17 points since 2014, when most Filipinos were 

concerned that territorial disputes with China could lead to a military conflict. 

http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_09/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/06/26/u-s-image-suffers-as-publics-around-world-question-trumps-leadership/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2014/07/14/chapter-4-how-asians-view-each-other/#chinas-neighbors-quite-wary
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Though there are not significant differences in support for either the U.S. or China across most demographic 

groups, those with a favorable view of Duterte are more likely to rate China positively (57%) than those who 

view the president unfavorably (40%). 

http://www.pewglobal.org/?attachment_id=38982


Gilani’s Gallopedia© 

Weekly digest of opinions in a globalized world (compiled since January 2007)  

September 2017 - Issue  503 

Page 16 of 20 

Disclaimer: Gilani’s Gallopedia is a not for profit activity and every effort has been made to give attribution to respective polling organizations. All material presented here is available 
elsewhere as public information. Readers may please visit the original source for further details. Gilani Research foundation does not bear any responsibility for accuracy of data or the 

methods and does not claim any proprietary rights benefits or responsibilities thereof. 

*Archives: Gilani’s Gallopedia has been compiled on a weekly basis since January 2007. Previous material is available upon request. Please contact 

sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com 

 

 
 

Opinions about which country is the world’s leading economic power are also shifting in the Philippines. 

While 49% still consider the U.S. the world’s top economic power, this is down from 66% two years ago. 

Meanwhile, the share of the public naming China has risen from 14% to 25% in that same time period. 

Filipinos’ levels of trust in American and Chinese leadership have also started to converge since 2015; trust in 

China’s Xi Jinping has remained stable, but Filipinos have much less trust in Trump than they did in Obama. 

In 2015, there was a 43-point gap between confidence in Obama (94%) and confidence in Xi (51%) to do the 

right thing in world affairs. Now, there is just a 16-point gap between Trump (69%) and Xi (53%). 

Across the 37 countries surveyed in 2017, the Philippines is the country where Trump enjoys his highest 

confidence ratings – and is also the one that has some of the highest ratings globally for Xi. 

http://www.pewglobal.org/?attachment_id=38983
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/06/26/worldwide-few-confident-in-trump-or-his-policies/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/06/26/worldwide-few-confident-in-trump-or-his-policies/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/07/13/more-name-u-s-than-china-as-worlds-leading-economic-power/#negative-ratings-for-president-xi
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Filipinos support U.S. military presence and the slow embrace of China 

 
 

Both the U.S. and China have their share of issues that have at times caused tensions with the Philippines. 

Since the Philippines gained independence from the U.S. in 1946, the U.S. has maintained some military 

presence on the islands. And despite vocal protests by some Filipinos, three-quarters say that having U.S. 

military personnel based in the Philippines is a good thing for the country, while just 20% say it is a bad thing. 

This view holds across demographic groups, and even among those who hold an unfavorable view of the U.S., 

a majority (63%) say that having U.S. military personnel based in the Philippines is good for their country. 

In recent years, the Philippines and China have feuded over territory in the South China Sea, including 

tense naval standoffs and an international court ruling in favor of the Philippines. Fully 82% of Filipinos say 

that territorial disputes between the two countries are a big problem. 

However, Presidents Xi and Duterte have made efforts to improve bilateral relations, and this appears to be 

paying dividends for China. Two-thirds of Filipinos (67%) now say it is more important to have a strong 

economic relationship with China than it is to be tough with China on territorial disputes, while 28% say the 

opposite. This represents a significant shift since 2015, when Filipinos were split between the two approaches 

to Chinese relations (43% favored stronger economic relationship with China and 41% wanted to be tougher 

on territorial disputes) and nine-in-ten viewed the territorial disputes as a big problem. 

http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_12/
http://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/1858688/protesters-angry-american-military-presence-philippines
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/apr/11/philippines-china-stand-off-south-china-sea
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/13/world/asia/south-china-sea-hague-ruling-philippines.html?mcubz=1
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There is general agreement that strong economic relations are preferable to being tough with China on 

territorial disputes across demographic groups. However, those who view Duterte favorably are much more 

inclined to support the economic approach (69%) than are those who hold him in an unfavorable light (53%). 

While Filipinos generally favor the pursuit of a less-tense relationship with China, the threat of conflict still 

exists, given the ongoing territorial disputes. In the event that a serious military conflict did occur between the 

Philippines and China, 68% believe the U.S. would use military force to defend their country. Even among 

those who hold the U.S. in an unfavorable light, a majority (58%) believe that the U.S. would use military 

force to defend the Philippines. Meanwhile, a majority of Americans (58%) say that the U.S. should use 

military force to defend their Asian allies against China in the event of a serious conflict. 

http://www.pewglobal.org/?attachment_id=38985
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ISIS seen as top global threat in the Philippines 

 
 

Among eight international concerns tested, the topmost on the minds of Filipinos is the threat of the Islamic 

militant group known as ISIS, whose affiliates operate in the southern parts of the island nation. Seven-in-ten 

say ISIS poses a major threat to the country. 

Filipinos are also worried about global climate change (65% major threat) and cyberattacks from other 

countries (64%). Young people ages 18 to 29 are much more concerned about climate change (77%) and 

cyberattacks (71%) than are those ages 50 and older (58% and 51% respectively). About half of Filipinos are 

also worried about China’s power and influence, almost double the proportion who say Russia (26%) or the 

U.S. (25%) are a major threat. 

Source: http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-

narrowing/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/pg_2017-09-21_philippines_14/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/09/21/people-in-the-philippines-still-favor-u-s-over-china-but-gap-is-narrowing/
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Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2017) 

A Quantitative Analysis 

A quantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 8 year period January 2007 – January 2014 

 

 
KEY STATISTICS 

 

1- Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues):  ~ 6,805 polls 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

2- Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: Governance, 

Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global leaders (USA and Emerging 

powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous 

 

3- Number of countries covered by one or more surveys:  ~ 178 

 during the period 2007-2014 

 

4- Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied:  ~ 358 

 during the period 2007-2014 
 

 

 


