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Asia 7one

» MIDDLE EAST& NORTH AFRICA; WEST ASIA; SOUTH ASIA; NORTH ASIA;
EAST ASIA

[ 3 MENA
Key Middle East Publics See Russia, Turkey and U.S. All Playing Larger

Roles in Reqion (click for details)

Majorities across five Middle Eastern and North African countries agree that Russia,
Turkey and the United States are all playing more important roles in the region than
they did 10 years ago, according to a spring 2017 Pew Research Center survey. (Pew "
Research Center)

December 11, 2017

2.5 Foreign Affairs & Security » Regional Conflicts/ Issues

UAE among top countries for female workplace equality in MENA (click for details)

With every passing year, workplace equality becomes a higher priority for organizations around the world —
and those in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region are no exception. (YouGov)
December 18, 2017

4.5 Society » Gender Issues

Africa 7one

P WEST AFRICA; EAST AFRICA; CENTRAL AFRICA;
SOUTHERN AFRICA

» SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Quest for greener pastures: Four in_10 Ghanaians have considered
emigrating (click for details)
Four in 10 Ghanaians have considered emigrating, although far fewer are actually
taking steps to leave the country, a recent Afrobarometer survey indicates.
(Afrobarometer)
December 12, 2017

4.14 Society » Environment/ Disasters
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Euro Americas zone

P EAST EUROPE, WEST EUROPE; NORTH AMERICA; LATIN AMERICA
& AUSTRALASIA

» EAST EUROPE

Only 15% of Brits know all of the gifts in the Twelve Days of Christmas (lick for details)
While people usually expect to receive all of their presents on Christmas Day itself, one lucky individual
receives hundreds of gifts across the festive period each year. In The Twelve Days of Christmas, the narrator's
true love lavishes them with 364 presents over the Yuletide period. (YouGov)
December 15, 2017

4.7 Society » Morality, Values & Customs / Lifestyle

It's good to talk? Not if you're young or on public transport (click for details)
It's good to talk, as the BT adverts used to say. But away from the telephone many
people can be less comfortable having a natter, as demonstrated by a salon chain in
Cardiff introducing a “quiet chair” for customers who didn't want small talk with
their short back and sides. (YouGov)
December 12, 2017

4.16 Society » Entertainment

» NORTHAMERICA

Americans Still Hold Dim View of U.S. Healthcare System (click for details)
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Seventy-two percent of Americans believe the U.S. healthcare system is "in a state
of crisis™ or "has major problems," almost the same percentage (71%) who felt that way a few months before
the Affordable Care Act was passed seven years ago. (Gallup USA)
December 11, 2017

4.11 Society » Health

Snapshot: U.S. Economic Confidence Holds Strong (lick for details)
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans' confidence in the economy remains strong
heading into the final weeks of the holiday shopping season. Gallup's U.S. Economic
Confidence Index registered +7 last week, similar to the previous week's score of +9
and close to this year's average of +6. (Gallup USA)

December 12, 2017

3.2 Economy » Consumer Confidence/Protection

2017 Congressional Job Approval Average Remains LOW (click for details)
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans' approval of Congress averaged 19% in 2017, a slight uptick from
readings in recent years, but still among the lowest historically. This year's average rating marks the eighth
consecutive year in which less than 20% of Americans have approved of Congress. (Gallup USA)
December 14, 2017

1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings

|
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Americans' Satisfaction With U.S. Same in 2017 as in 2016 (click for details)
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Americans' satisfaction with the way things are going in the £
U.S. averaged 27% for the second consecutive year. Satisfaction remains higher than -
it was from 2008 to 2014 but is still far below levels from the mid-1990s through the
mid-2000s. (Gallup USA)

December 14, 2017

1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings

Majority of Americans Now View Melania Trump Favorably (lick for details)
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Melania Trump's favorable rating has risen 17 percentage points since January to
54% as she has become better known in her role as first lady. In contrast, a majority of Americans continue to
view President Donald Trump unfavorably -- his current unfavorable rating of 56% is nearly identical to
January's rating of 55%. (Gallup USA)
December 15, 2017

1.2 Domestic Politics » Performance Ratings

Government Gets Lower Ratings for Handling Health Care, Environment,
Disaster Response (click for details)
Since 2015, opinions about the federal government’s handling of several major
issues have become less positive and much more partisan. Yet majorities continue to
say the government should have a “major role” on such issues as defending against
terrorism and helping lift people from poverty. (Pew Research Center)
December 14, 2017

4.11 Society » Health

Americans Say Religious Aspects of Christmas Are Declining in Public L ife (click for details)

As long-simmering debates continue over how American society should commemorate the Christmas holiday,
a new Pew Research Center survey finds that most U.S. adults believe the religious aspects of Christmas are
emphasized less now than in the past — even as relatively few Americans are bothered by this trend. In
addition, a declining majority says religious displays such as nativity scenes should be allowed on government
property. And compared with five years ago, a growing share of Americans say it does not matter to them how
they are greeted in stores and businesses during the holiday season — whether with “merry Christmas” or a
less-religious greeting like “happy holidays.” (Pew Research Center)

December 12, 2017

4.1 Society » Religion

Overwhelming Bipartisan _Majorities Favor Greater Restrictions on_Lobbying Bv Former
Government Officials (click for details)
Overwhelming bipartisan majorities support proposed legislation that calls for
extending the period that former government officials must wait before they can
lobby the government and prohibiting former executive branch officials from ever
lobbying on behalf of foreign governments. Similarly large majorities favor ending
the support the government currently provides for former US Presidents. (PPC)
December 12, 2017

1.3 Domestic Politics » Governance

|
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Overwhelming Bipartisan Majority Opposes Repealing Net Neutrality (click for details)
Overwhelming bipartisan majorities oppose the plan that the Federal Communications Commission will
consider this Thursday, December 14, to repeal the regulations requiring net neutrality. (PPC)
December 12, 2017

1.7 Domestic Politics » Legislation

» AUSTRALASIA

Australians oppose Trump’s decision to declare Jerusalem Israeli capital
(click for details)

A special Roy Morgan SMS Survey taken on December 14-15 shows a large 76% of
Australians opposed to US President Donald Trump’s decision to declare Jerusalem
the capital of Israel with only 24% of Australians expressing support for Trump’s
decision earlier this week. (Roy Morgan)

December 16, 2017

2.6 Foreign Affairs & Security » US image

Topic of the week:
Christmas 2017

P> This issue provides two interesting poll findings and buzz monitoring on this subject.

Only 15% of Brits know all of the qgifts in the Twelve Days of Christmas

While people usually expect to receive all of their presents
on Christmas Day itself, one lucky individual receives

n hundreds of gifts across the festive period each year. In The
Twelve Days of Christmas, the narrator's true love lavishes
them with 364 presents over the Yuletide period. (YouGov)
December 15, 2017

New YouGov research reveals that only around one in seven (15%) Brits know each item for each day.
Understandably, they can recount the beginning of the song well enough, with three quarters (76%) correctly
remembering that a partridge in a pear tree is the gift received on the first day.
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Only 15% of Brits know what my true love gave to me for each of

The Twelve Days of Christmas

Thinking about the song "The Twelve Days of Christmas’, please write in the boxes
provided what gift they receive on each of the days. % giving the correct answer

First day: a Partridge in a Pear Tree

|
(o))

Second day: 2 Turtle Doves
Third day: 3 French Hens
Fourth day: 4 Calling Birds
Fifth day: 5 Gold Rings

Sixth day: 6 Geese a-Laying

Seventh day: 7 Swans a-Swimming

w
~

Eighth day: 8 Maids a-Milking

Ninth day: g9 Ladies Dancing

)

Tenth day: 10 Lords a-Leaping
Eleventh day: 11 Pipers Piping

Twelfth day: 12 Drummers Drumming

Answered all 12 correctly

You

Five gold rings!

After this, the level of correct answers slips to 63% for two turtle doves and 62% for three French Hens, and
falls again (to 51%) for the four calling birds. However, when it comes to the five gold rings, knowledge
surges to 64%.

People's memories are woolier for the sixth (geese a-laying), seventh (swans a-swimming) and eighth (maids
a-milking) days of Christmas, with between 36-40% recalling these gifts.
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Knowledge bottoms out for the final four days (nine ladies dancing, ten lords a-leaping, 11 pipers piping and

12 drummers drumming) with 25-27% geting these presents right.

Women were much better at the test than men
While only 15% of Brits gave all 12 correct answers, more than four in ten Brits (43%) managed to get at least
half the answers right.

Overall, women have better knoweldge of the gifts. Around six in ten (59%) got at least six answers correct,
compared to just 28% of men. Women are also much more likely to get all 12 answers correct (21%) than men
(9%). Older people know their way around the song more than younger people, with the over-50s (48-50%)
more likely than the under-50s (40-41%) to get at least half right.

Only 15% of Brits know what my true love gave to me for each of
The Twelve Days of Christmas

Thinking about the song "The Twelve Days of Christmas’, please write in the boxes
provided what gift they receive on each of the days.
% giving various numbers of correct answers

Number of correct answers
H N
1

o] 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

General population “n

o
o
: H

18-24 year olds “B 6 >
25-49 year olds “ﬂ 6 | 6 5 “
50-64 year olds || EANIBEIEE 31603 19
65+ year olds [ EENERIIEIE 335 19 |
ven ISR AL sl o
women [ EEIEIEE 5/5/5| 21 |

You
Source: https://yougov.co.uk/news/2017/12/15/only-15-brits-can-correctly-name-each-qifts-twelve/
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Americans Say Religious Aspects of Christmas Are Declining in Public Life

As long-simmering debates continue over how American
society should commemorate the Christmas holiday, a
new Pew Research Center survey finds that most U.S. s
adults believe the religious aspects of Christmas are
emphasized less now than in the past — even as
relatively few Americans are bothered by this trend. In
addition, a declining majority says religious displays
such as nativity scenes should be allowed on
government property. And compared with five years ago, a
growing share of Americans say it does not matter to them
how they are greeted in stores and businesses during the
holiday season — whether with “merry Christmas” or a
less-religious greeting like “happy holidays.” (Pew
Research Center)

December 12, 2017

Most say religious parts of Christmas are now emphasized less,
but relatively few are bothered by it

In American sociefy in general, religious aspects of Christmas are emphasized ...

LESS now than in past (86%) ————— MORE now DK/

Bothers me a lot Bothers me some Does not bother me Hasn't changed much than in past ref.

14% 25% 30% 12% 2

s,

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Not only are some of the more religious aspects of Christmas less prominent in the public sphere, but there are
signs that they are on the wane in Americans’ private lives and personal beliefs as well. For instance, there has
been a noticeable decline in the percentage of U.S. adults who say they believe that biblical elements of the
Christmas story — that Jesus was born to a virgin, for example — reflect historical events that actually occurred.
And although most Americans still say they mark the occasion as a religious holiday, there has been a slight
drop in recent years in the share who say they do this.

Currently, 55% of U.S. adults say they celebrate Christmas as a religious holiday, including 46% who see it as
more of a religious holiday than a cultural holiday and 9% who celebrate Christmas as both a religious and a

|
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cultural occasion. In 2013, 59% of Americans said they celebrated Christmas as a religious holiday, including

51% who saw it as more religious than cultural and 7% who marked the day as both a religious and a cultural
holiday.

To be sure, while the public’s commemoration of Christmas may have less of a religious component now than
in the past, the share of Americans who say they celebrate Christmas in some way has hardly budged at all.
Nine-in-ten U.S. adults say they celebrate the holiday, which is nearly identical to the share who said this in
2013. About eight-in-ten will gather with family and friends. And half say they plan to attend church on
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, little changed since 2013, the last time Pew Research Center asked the
question.

Half of Americans plan to attend church on Christmas

No,
Do you celebrate Christmas? don't
celebrate
Yes, celebrate Christmas (90%) |
‘ Both religious and More of a Other/
More of a religious holiday cultural holiday cultural holiday neither
| | 1
2o [ 5 20 2
2013 r 2 {7
Yes, celebrate Christmas (92%) Sumetimes:,f
don’t know
Plan to attend religious services on Christmas Eve/Christmas Day? Other day/
don't know/
Yes No refused
1 1 |
2013 54 43 3
Flan to gather with family, friends on Christmas Eve/Christmas Day? Other day/
don’t know,/
Yes No  refused
1 1
2o [T 2 2
1005 or to subtotals indicated dueto rounding.
ec. 4, 2017, among U5, adults.
acts of Christmas Are Decliningin Public Life”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

But some of the ways Americans think about and commemorate Christmas appear to be moving in a more
secular direction. For instance, while two-thirds of Americans continue to say that Christian displays like
nativity scenes should be permitted on government property during the holidays, the share who say these
displays should be allowed on their own (unaccompanied by symbols of other faiths) has declined by 7
percentage points since 2014. Meanwhile, the share of Americans who believe no religious displays should be
permitted on government property has grown from 20% to 26% over the past three years.
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Fewer now say Christian displays should be allowed on government property
without representation from other religions
% who say Christian symbols like nativity scenes shoul

Be allowed on government property (66%)

Only if accompanied NOT be allowed Don't
by ather symbols on govarnment know/
Even if unaccompanied by other symbals like Hanukkah candles property refused
2017 3Tk 29% 26% 8%

- “ I

Be allowed on government property (72%)

4 2017, amongl ults.
t= of Christmas Are Declining in Public Life”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

About half say it ‘doesn’t matter how
stores greet customers for holidays

% who say they would prefer for stores/businesses fo

Say ...
/;. 52% Doesn't matter
45% l?'_-—_—.:'
43
O 32 Merry Christmas
15 Happy holidays,/
1z season’s greetings
I T T T T T |
2005 2012 2017

8L Jamongl 5 aduls
Christmas Are Decliningin

Public Life”

PEW RESEARCH CENTER
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For more than a decade, conservative commentators and others — perhaps most prominently former Fox News
host Bill O’Reilly — have been warning about what they perceive as a “War on Christmas,” or an effort to
remove religious elements of the holiday from the public sphere. Conflicts over related issues have continued
this year, and Donald Trump has repeatedly said, both during the 2016 presidential campaign and since his
election, that Americans will be “saying ‘merry Christmas’ again” during his presidency.

A rising share of Americans say they do not have a preference about how they are greeted in stores during the
holiday season, while a declining percentage prefer to have stores greet them with “merry Christmas.” Today,
fully half of the U.S. public (52%) says that a business’ choice of holiday greeting does not matter to them,
while roughly a third (32%) prefers for stores and businesses to greet customers with “merry Christmas”
during the holidays. When this question was first asked over a decade ago, and then again in 2012, roughly
equal shares expressed a preference for “merry Christmas” and said it didn’t matter.

When asked directly, most respondents in the new poll say they think religious aspects of Christmas are
emphasized less in American society today than in the past. But relatively few Americans both perceive this
trend and are bothered by it. Overall, 31% of adults say they are bothered at least “some” by the declining
emphasis on religion in the way the U.S. commemorates Christmas, including 18% who say they are bothered
“a lot” by this. But the remaining two-thirds of the U.S. public either is not bothered by a perceived decline in
religion in Christmas or does not believe that the emphasis on the religious elements of Christmas is waning.

Declining majority of Americans believe
biblical Christmas story reflects
historical events

% who believe ...

2017 66%

2014 73

Baby Jesus was laid _ 75

ina manger 81

Wise men, guided by star, _ 68

brought Jesus gifts 75

Angel announced birth _ 67

of Jesus to shepherds 74

MET believe all four A 57
2014

85

lesus was born to a virgin

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

|
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Among the topics probed by the new survey, one of the most striking changes in recent years involves the
share of Americans who say they believe the birth of Jesus occurred as depicted in the Bible. Today, 66% say
they believe Jesus was born to a virgin, down from 73% in 2014. Likewise, 68% of U.S. adults now say they
believe that the wise men were guided by a star and brought gifts for baby Jesus, down from 75%. And there
are similar declines in the shares of Americans who believe that Jesus’ birth was heralded by an angel of the
Lord and that Jesus was laid in a manger as an infant.

Overall, 57% of Americans now believe in all four of these elements of the Christmas story, down from 65%
in 2014.

Religious ‘nones’ explain much, but not all, of decline in belief in Christmas story

Belief in Christmas story declining among both ‘nones’
and Christians

% who believe ...

Among religiously unaffiliated Among Christians
il 17% 2017

Jesus was born to a virgin
30 2014 20

Baby Jesus was laid [ 41 S|

in a manger 53 a2
Wise men, guided by star, [N 28 S s
brought lesus gifts 41 88
Angel anmounced birtn [ 20 s
of lesus to shepherds 31 a0
11 2017
MET believe all four .
21 2014 81
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The religiously unaffiliated — those who identify religiously as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular,” and
who are sometimes also referred to as religious “nones” — are much less likely than Christians to express
belief in the biblical Christmas story. And, in recent years, “nones” have become even less likely to believe in
it, contributing to the public’s overall decline in belief in the biblical depiction of Jesus’ birth. (Religious
“nones” also have been growing as a share of the U.S. population, although the religiously unaffiliated share
of respondents in the December 2017 survey is similar in size to the unaffiliated share of the December 2014
sample.)
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At the same time, the new study finds a small but significant decline in the share of Christians who believe in
the Christmas narrative contained in the Bible. To be sure, large majorities of Christians still believe in key
elements of the nativity story as described in the Bible. But the shares of Christians who believe in the virgin
birth, the visit of the Magi, the announcement of Jesus’ birth by an angel and the baby Jesus lying in the
manger all have ticked downward in recent years. Overall, the share of Christians who believe in all four of
these elements of the Christmas story has dipped from 81% in 2014 to 76% today. This decline has been
particularly pronounced among white mainline Protestants (see below for details).
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Partisan differences in views on Christmas in public life

Republicans more likely than Democrats
to prefer ‘merry Christmas,” support
Christian displays on public property

Rep./ Dem./”

Would prefer for stores businesses Iean.nep. lean Pem.

tosay ... % %
Merry Christmas B4 19
Happy holidays,/season’'s grectings T 20
Dossn't matter 38 61
Don't know/refused 1 =1
100 100

In American society in general, religious aspects
of Christmas are emphasized ...

LESS now than in past 68 a0
Bothers me a lot 32 10
Bothers me some 20 11
Does not bother me 16 30

MORE now than in past 13 11

Hasn't changed much 15 37

Don't know,refused 1 1

100 100

Christian symbois, like nativity scenes, should ...

Ee allowed on government property 79 60
Only if eccompanied by other
symbols like Hanukkah candles 26 33
Ewven if unaccompanied by other
sym bols B4 27
NOT be allowed on gov't property 15 33
Don't know,refused 2 i
100 100
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The study finds clear divisions along party lines in questions about the way Christmas is observed in
American culture. For example, about half of those who identify with or lean toward the Republican Party
express a preference for hearing “merry Christmas” from stores and businesses, compared with 19% of

Democrats and those who lean toward the Democratic Party. By contrast, a majority of Democrats (61%) say
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“it doesn’t matter” when asked how they prefer to be greeted during the holidays; 38% of Republicans take
this position. Democrats also are more likely than Republicans to prefer a less-religious greeting like “happy
holidays” (20% vs. 7%).

A higher share of Republicans than Democrats express the view that the religious aspects of Christmas are
emphasized less now than in the past (68% vs. 50%). And the partisan gap is even bigger when it comes to
whether this perceived trend is seen as negative. Fully half of Republicans and those who lean toward the
GOP say they are bothered “a lot” (32%) or “some” (20%) by a declining emphasis on the religious aspects of
Christmas. Among Democrats, just one-in-five say they are bothered “a lot” (10%) or “some” (11%) by these
changes.

There also are clear partisan divisions when it comes to the debate about religious displays on public property.
Among Republicans, 54% say that Christian symbols, like nativity scenes, should be allowed on government
property even if they are not accompanied by symbols from other faiths, while only half as many Democrats
(27%) share this view.
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Big differences in how generational cohorts mark the holidays

Millennials more likely to celebrate Christmas as a

cultural holiday; less likely to attend church

Silent Gen. EBaby
and older Eoomers Gen X Millennials

Yes, celebrate Christmas 39 90 92 88
More of a religious holiday B0 B2 n) 32
More of a cultural holiday 17 27 33 44
Both religious and cultural holiday 12 10 T 10
Other/neither =1 2 2 2

Mo, don't celebrate 10 8 ] 10

Sometimes,/don't know i 2 3 2

100 100 100 100

Pian to attend religious services on Christmas Eve/Christmas Day?

Yes E8 E8 E3 42

Mo 40 39 43 E5

Otherday/don't know,/refused 4 3 4 4
100 100 100 100

Would prefer for storesbusinesses tosay ...

Merry Christmas 39 41 34 20
Happy holidays/season's greetings 10 iz i6 19
Doesn't matter Bi 48 B0 B1
Don't know/refused 1 =1 =1 =1

100 100 100 100

Christian symbois, like nativity scenes, should...

Ee allowed on government property T4 67 70 60
Only if accompanied by octher symbols
like Hanukkah candles 34 28 30 29
Even if unaccompanied by other
symbols 40 39 40 31
NOT be permitted on gov't property 18 23 23 33
Don't know,/refused 8 9 i I
100 100 100 100
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The survey finds large generational differences in the way Americans approach Christmas. Millennials, for
example, are much less likely than older cohorts to say they celebrate Christmas as a religious holiday, and
more likely to say they celebrate it as a cultural holiday.
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Similarly, while 42% of Millennials say they plan to attend church this Christmas, half or more of those in
older generations say they will incorporate a trip to church into their Christmas celebration.

These generation gaps extend to questions about Christmas in public life. A majority of Millennials (61%) say
they do not have a preference about how stores and businesses greet them during the holiday, while just 20%
say they prefer for businesses to greet them with “merry Christmas” — significantly lower than the share of
older cohorts who say this. And Millennials also are less likely than members of older generations to say it is
acceptable to display Christian symbols on government property.

Growing doubts about events in the Christmas story
among young people

Silent Gen.| Bahy
and older | Ecomers Gen X |Millennials

20142017 14 17 | 14 17 | '14 17
% who beflieve ... % % T T T g i o
Jesus was born to a virgin 76 T8 | TFTe T3 | Th 69| 67 &b
Angel announced bithoflesus 74 281 | 79 75 (76 71 | 68 b4
Wize men visited Jesus 74 V& | F7 TR | Y& T2 | 72 BT
Baby Jesus wes leid inamanger 80 281 (83 83 | 83 79| 78 65
MET All four B8 TO |88 65|67 B2 |59 44
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The survey also finds an important generational component to trends in beliefs about the Christmas story.
Simply put, Millennials express lower levels of belief in the Christmas narrative than they did in 2014, and
they are now significantly less likely than their elders to say that the Christmas story reflects events that
actually occurred. This partly reflects the fact that there are fewer self-identified Christians among Millennials
than among older generations. Even among Christians, however, Millennials are now significantly less likely
than older adults as a whole to believe in all four elements of the Christmas story covered in the survey, which
is a change since 2014.

These are among the key findings from the latest Pew Research Center survey, conducted by telephone Nov.
29 to Dec. 4, 2017, among a representative sample of 1,503 adults nationwide. The rest of this report looks at
the results of the survey in more detail, including trends over time and differences by religious affiliation and
observance.

Christmas in public life
Smaller majority now says Christian displays on government property are acceptable

While most Christians (73%) continue to think displaying religious symbols on government property is

acceptable during the Christmas season, Christians as a whole have become less supportive of this position

over the last three years. The change is most pronounced among white evangelical Protestants, who are less
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likely, by 10 percentage points, to favor displaying Christian symbols on government property today (80%)
than in 2014 (90%). By comparison with white evangelicals, the views of other Christian groups are more
stable on this question.

Most white evangelical Protestants (57%) say they think it is OK for Christian symbols like nativity scenes to
be displayed on government property even if the Christian symbols are not accompanied by imagery from
other faiths. Smaller shares of black Protestants (41%), white mainline Protestants (39%) and Catholics (35%)
are comfortable displaying only Christian symbols on government property, although similar shares of all
three groups say such displays are acceptable if they are accompanied by religious symbols from other faiths.

Religious “nones” are divided in their views about religious displays on government property. Half think that
displaying Christian symbols on government property is acceptable (including 24% who think such displays
are OK by themselves and 27% who think they are only acceptable if accompanied by other religious
symbols), while 45% say no religious symbols should be displayed on government property.
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Growing minority of Americans oppose religious displays on government property

% who say ...
2014 2017
NET OK to NET OK to
display display
Christian Only if NET Mo | Christian Only if NET No
symhbols accompanied religious | symbols accompanied religious
like by other Ewven if symhbols like by other Even if symhbols
nativity religious  wnaccompanied should bel nativity religious unaccompanied should be
scenes on symbols like by other allowed |scenes on symbols like by other  allowed on
gov't Hanukkah religious on gov't gov't Hanukkah religious gov't
property candles symbols property | property candles symbols property
Total 72 28 44 20 66 29 a7 26
Christian 79 25 = 14 73 31 42 19
Protestant 80 27 B3 12 T4 28 45 18
White evangelical 90 23 &7 5 80 24 57 13
White mainline 79 30 49 13 71 32 39 22
Biack Protestant nfa n/a n'a nfa 71 31 41 i6
Catholic 75 32 43 19 T0 35 35 19
Unaffiliated b7 29 28 38 50 27 24 45

Attend refigious services ...

Weekly or more 80 25 5B 10 T2 28 44 19
Month ly/ vearly 72 32 41 21 T0 30 40 23
Seldom/never 63 28 34 31 58 30 27 36
Ages 18-20 73 37 36 23 60 33 27 33
30-49 71 27 44 21 66 28 B 28
B0-84 75 25 = 18 68 28 41 22
Bb+ 71 27 44 i7 71 31 40 22
Rep./lean Rep. 85 25 80 9 79 26 Ed4 i5
Dem /lean Dem. 63 3 Iz 30 60 33 27 33
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Most say religious aspects of Christmas emphasized less now than in past

About a third of Americans are bothered by perceived
shrinking role of religion in Christmas
In American sociely in general, are religious aspects of Christmas

NET Eothers NET
Emphasized me Does not Emphasized Hasn't
less now alot/ bother more now changed Don't
than in past some me  than in past much know

Taotal 56 31 25 1z 30 2=100
Christian 60 40 20 1z 27 1
Protestant 64 45 20 13 22 1
White evangelical 71 B9 12 i3 i6 i
White mainiine 63 41 22 12 25 <1
Black Protestant B2 31 22 1z 36 4]
Catholic 49 29 20 11 39 1
Unaffiliated B0 11 38 12 35 4
Attend religious sernvices ...
‘Weekly or more 63 44 19 iz 24 i
Monthly/vearly 53 33 20 i4 32 i
Seldom/never 53 18 35 10 35 2
Ages 1529 BT 20 38 1z 29 1
30-49 51 27 24 14 33 2
E0-64 B8 41 17 11 29 2
G5+ 61 40 21 11 27 1
Rep./lean Rep. 638 52 18 i3 is i
Dem./lean Dem. 50 21 30 11 a7 i
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Seven-in-ten white evangelical Protestants say that in American society, the religious aspects of Christmas are
emphasized less today than in the past, and most (59%) say they find this at least somewhat bothersome.
Nearly two-thirds of white mainline Protestants agree that the religious aspects of Christmas get less emphasis
today than in the past, but compared with white evangelicals, they are less troubled by this development; 41%
of white mainline Protestants say the declining emphasis on the religious aspects of Christmas bothers them “a
lot” or “some.”

Roughly half of Catholics (49%), religious “nones” (50%) and black Protestants (52%) say religion has a
shrinking role in the way Christmas is celebrated in the U.S., but “nones” are less likely than other groups to
be bothered by this trend.
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While half or more of adults of all ages agree that emphasis on the religious aspects of Christmas has declined
(compared with Christmases past), adults under 50 are significantly less likely than those ages 50 and older to

say they find this bothersome.
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One-third prefer for stores to use ‘merry Christmas,’
but half now say holiday greeting doesn’t matter
% who say they prefer stores and businesses greet their customers ...

With less-religious
terms like “happy

holidays" or
With “merry “season's
Christmas"™ greetings” Doesn't matter

2005 2012 2017|2005 2012 2017|2005 2012 2017

Total 43 42 32 iz iz i5 | 45 45 B2
Christian 47 50 41 10 9 14 | 43 41 45
Protestant 51 5O 44 10 9 11 a8 41 45
White evangelical T2 T0 61 ) 4 ] 23 26 33

White mainline 45 41 a7 B 2] 13 | 49 53 &0
Biack Protestant n/a nfa 23 | nfa nfa 23 | nfa nfa B4
Catholic 41 49 38 B i 19 | 51 40 44
Unaffiliated nfa 21 10 | nfa AT i2 | nfa 81 T2

Attend religious senices ...

Wesekly or more BB BB 44 Fi T 13 37 37 42
Monthly/vearly 32 37 33 18 iv 18 51 45 b1
Seldom/never 38 31 17 11 iz i7 53 EE BB
Ages 15-29 n/a nfa 12 | n/2 nfa 24 | n/a nfa BB
30-49 41 41 28 12 9 13 | 48 49 B9
5O-64 45 42 42 13 11 13 | 41 41 45
B5+ 63 &b 39 5 11 iz 30 34 48
Rep.flean Rep. 60 B3 b4 ] b T 33 32 38
Dem./lean Dem. 33 28 19 15 iy 20 51 B  B1

Re
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One-third prefer for stores, businesses to use ‘merry Christmas,” while half now say it doesn’t matter to
them

Most white evangelical Protestants say they prefer for stores and other businesses to greet their customers by

saying “merry Christmas” during the holidays. But evangelicals are somewhat less likely to express this view
today (61%) compared with 2012 (70%).
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Within every other major Christian tradition, there are at least as many people who say the holiday greetings
used by stores and businesses don’t matter to them as there are who say they prefer “merry Christmas.” And

among religious “nones,” fully 72% say the holiday greeting businesses use doesn’t much matter to them.
Christmas commemorations and beliefs
Religious and family elements of Christmas celebrations

Nine-in-ten Americans say
they celebrate Christmas

2013 2017

Total 92 90
Christian 96 a5
Protestant 95 95
White evangelical 98 98
White mainiine 93 9B
Black Protestant g9 91
Catholic 96 95
Unaffiliated 87 a5
Ages 18-29 91 86
30-49 93 g2
B0-64 91 90
BE+ g4 39
Rep.lean Rep. 94 94
Dem./lean Dem. 91 29
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Large majorities in every major Christian group say they celebrate Christmas. Even among religious “nones,”
fully 85% say they celebrate the holiday.

There are sizable differences, though, in the way people from various religious groups think about the
occasion. Perhaps not surprisingly, most Christians (72%) say they mark the day as a religious holiday,
including 60% who celebrate as more of a religious holiday than a cultural occasion and 12% who mark it as
both a religious holiday and a cultural holiday. The share of Christians who celebrate Christmas as a religious
holiday — either solely religious or partly religious and partly cultural — ranges from 64% among black
Protestants to 92% among white evangelical Protestants.

Among religious “nones,” however, seven-in-ten (69%) say they celebrate Christmas as more of a cultural
holiday than a religious occasion, compared with just 10% who celebrate it as a more of a religious holiday
and 4% who celebrate both the religious and cultural aspects.
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The survey also finds that older adults are much more likely than younger people to celebrate Christmas as a

religious holiday. And Republicans are much more likely than Democrats to observe Christmas as a religious

holiday. About three-quarters of Republicans and those who lean toward the GOP say they celebrate
Christmas as a religious holiday, compared with just 46% of Democrats.

Most religious ‘nones’ celebrate Christmas, but more culturally than religiously

% who say ...
2013 2017
NET NET
Celebrate More More Celebrate More More
as religious  Both cultural Celebrate] as religious Eoth cultural Celehrate
religious than religious than another | religious than religious  than another
holiday culural & cultural religious way holiday cultural & cultural religious way
Total 59 Bi T 32 i LY 45 9 33 2
Christian T2 B5 2 22 i T2 &0 iz 22 i
Protestant 75 BT 2 20 <1 75 B4 11 19 1

White evangelical 89 82 T 9 <1 92 84 8 5 i

White mainline 66 5B 10 31 <1 66 52 i5 29 0

Black Protestant 67 B0 7 21 1 64 55 a2 22 5

Catholic 68 ] 9 26 2 65 Bi i4 29 i

Unaffiliated i6 10 B 68 3 14 10 4 69 3
Attend religious
SErvices ...
‘Weekly or more 82 Ei=] B 11 1 79 B9 10 11 2
Monthly/yvearly 60 B2 g8 32 i 60 43 iz 31 2
Seldom,/never 30 21 2 56 3 26 20 T 58 1
Ages 18-29 44 39 B 44 3 40 31 9 45 1
30-49 55 5O B 36 i 53 43 10 37 2
E0-64 64 5 10 26 i 62 E5 T 27 i
BE+ 75 66 9 19 1 66 B4 12 22 1
Rep./lean Rep. T2 B5 B 22 i T4 B5 9 19 i
Dem /lean Dem. 49 41 a2 41 1 46 36 10 41 1
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Most Americans will gather with family
on Christmas; about half will attend

church
% whoplanfo_____ on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day
Gather with Attend religious
family, friends Services
2013 2017 | 2013 2017
Total 86 82 B4 b1
Christian &7 g6 =153 G7
Protestant a8 a5 B2 67
White evangelical 90 87 71 T8
White mainiine &9 &4 47 BT
Biack Protestant 87 24 BE B9
Catholic a5 29 TG 62
Unaffiliated 24 75 18 1z
Attend religious services ...
‘Weekly or more 88 86 83 24
Monthlyyearly 28 85 B0 B0
Seldom/never 82 T4 14 9
Ages 13-29 91 281 45 40
30-49 a5 a2 ET B0
BO-54 85 22 1Y B8
65+ a3 79 60 ET
Rep./lean Rep. 28 26 B2 B5
Dem./lean Dem. 85 21 48 45
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This year, roughly eight-in-ten Americans (82%) say they intend to gather with family and friends on
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, down slightly since 2013 (86%). Large majorities in every religious group,
ranging from 75% of religious “nones” to 89% of Catholics, say they anticipate attending a family gathering at
Christmastime.

About half of American adults (51%) are planning to attend religious services on Christmas Eve or Christmas
Day. Among white evangelicals and white mainline Protestants, the shares who say they will attend religious
services this Christmas are somewhat higher than in 2013. Among Catholics, by contrast, the share saying
they will attend Christmas Mass has declined somewhat since 2013, from 76% to 68%.

Fully 84% of those who attend religious services on a weekly basis throughout the year say they will also go
this Christmas. And most people who attend religious services occasionally — once or twice a month or a few
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Page 25 of 30
Disclaimer: Gilani's Gallopedia is a not for profit activity and every effort has been made to give attribution to respective polling organizations. All material presented here is available
elsewhere as public information. Readers may please visit the original source for further details. Gilani Research foundation does not bear any responsibility for accuracy of data or the

methods and does not claim anz ﬁrogrietaz rights benefits or resEonsibilities thereof.

*Archives: Gilani's Gallopedia has been compiled on a weekly basis since January 2007. Previous material is available upon request. Please contact
sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com


http://www.pewforum.org/2017/12/12/americans-say-religious-aspects-of-christmas-are-declining-in-public-life/pf_12-12-17-christmas-13/

Gilani’s Gallopedia©
Weekly digest of opinions in a globalized world (compiled since January 2007)
December 2017 - Issue 514

times a year — also say they will go at Christmas (60%). Among those who seldom or never attend religious
services, by contrast, very few (9%) say they will make an exception for Christmas.

Nearly two-thirds of Republicans and those who lean toward the GOP say they will attend church on
Christmas (65%). Among Democrats, 45% plan on attending religious services this year.

Shrinking majority of public believes biblical Christmas story depicts actual events

Most Americans believe Jesus was born to a virgin, that he was visited by three wise men from the east, that
his birth was announced to shepherds by an angel of the Lord, and that the baby Jesus was laid in a manger as
an infant. But the share of Americans who believe that each of these four elements of the Christmas story
reflects actual historical events is lower today than in 2014.

The declines in belief in the Christmas narrative are sharpest among religious “nones.” For instance, belief in
the virgin birth has declined from 30% in 2014 to 17% today among religious “nones.” But even among some
Christian groups, there are signs of growing doubts about the Christmas story as relayed in the Bible. The
share of white mainline Protestants who believe in the virgin birth, for instance, has declined from 83% to
71%. And the share of Catholics who believe the birth of Jesus was announced by an angel of the Lord now
stands at 82%, down from 90% in 2014.
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Declining majorities believe in virgin birth, other elements of Christmas story

% who believe ...
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Recent drop in share of U.S. adults who believe in all
four elements of biblical Christmas narrative

% ineach groupwho ...
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Taken together, the data show that nine-in-ten white evangelical Protestants continue to believe in all four of
these parts of the Christmas story, which is very similar to the share who said this in 2014. Among white
mainline Protestants, by contrast, a shrinking majority believes in each of these four aspects of the Christmas
narrative. (The change in the share of Catholics who believe in all four parts of the Christmas story is not

statistically significant.)

Among religious “nones,” just 11% believe in all four of these parts of the Christmas story (down from 21%),
while fully half believe in none of them (53%, up from 42%).

|
Page 28 of 30

Disclaimer: Gilani's Gallopedia is a not for profit activity and every effort has been made to give attribution to respective polling organizations. All material presented here is available
elsewhere as public information. Readers may please visit the original source for further details. Gilani Research foundation does not bear any responsibility for accuracy of data or the

methods and does not claim anz ﬁrogrietaz rights benefits or resEonsibilities thereof.

*Archives: Gilani's Gallopedia has been compiled on a weekly basis since January 2007. Previous material is available upon request. Please contact
sara.salam@gilanifoundation.com


http://www.pewforum.org/2017/12/12/americans-say-religious-aspects-of-christmas-are-declining-in-public-life/pf_12-12-17-christmas-15/

Gilani’s Gallopedia©

Weekly digest of opinions in a globalized world (compiled since January 2007)

December 2017 - Issue 514

Three-quarters of Republicans believe in the virgin birth, the visit of the three wise men, the announcement of

Jesus’ birth by an angel, and the laying of baby Jesus in a manger. By contrast, about half of Democrats (47%)
believe in all four of these parts of the Christmas story.

Source: http://www.pewforum.org/2017/12/12/americans-say-religious-aspects-of-christmas-are-declining-in-
public-life/
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Gilani’s Gallopedia (2007-2017)

A Quantitative Analysis

A guantitative analysis of global polls monitored during the 8 year period January 2007 — January 2014

KEY STATISTICS

Number of Surveys (a selection on key political and social issues): ~ 6,805 polls
during the period 2007-2014

Subjects of Interest (we have made a list of 125 subjects, further grouped into 9 broad categories, namely: Governance,
Globalization (inclusive of global economic issues) Global Conflicts (conflict zones), Global leaders (USA and Emerging
powers), Global Environment, Family, Religion, and other miscellaneous

Number of countries covered by one or more surveys: ~ 178
during the period 2007-2014

Number polling organizations whose polls have been citied: ~ 358
during the period 2007-2014
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